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Note to Delegates
Delegates,

I am Adan Leal, a senior at the University of Texas at Austin. I 
am studying finance and have done Model UN for almost 
nine years now and I am very excited for this conference. I 
cannot wait to see the solutions and creativity you guys 
have to bring to the table! I hope that you are as excited as I 
am to reach the stars and put our mark on space itself. Do 
let me know if there is anything I can do to help you prepare 
for this committee or any conference questions in general. I 
look forward to seeing you all in conference. See you soon!

Adan Leal
Chair of UNOOSA
adanleal99@email.com



The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) 
works to promote international cooperation in the peaceful 
use and exploration of space, and in the utilization of space 
science and technology for sustainable economic and social 
development. The Office assists any United Nations Member 
States to establish legal and regulatory frameworks to govern 
space activities and strengthens the capacity of developing 
countries to use space science technology and applications for 
development by helping to integrate space capabilities into 
national development programs.

4

What is UNOOSA?

GA Plenary
Chair | Adan Leal
Houston Area Model United Nations 47
January 27-28, 2022

3



5

Houston Area Model United Nations 4

Statement of the Problem

The issues revolving around the militarization of space have 
existed almost as long as spaceflight capability existed itself. 
Treaties and agreements have been set in place to remedy 
such issues already, however, as times change, so does the 
current situation. Consequently, this committee is called upon 
to reassess the situation the space faring world finds itself in 
and address the changed conditions of the current times.

Recently, activity centered around military operations in space 
have increased in frequency, as more tests have been done as 
well as independent space forces established. Thus, attention 
should be given to the militarization of space yet again to 
avoid the dangerous collateral caused by confrontation started 
in space. 

Topic 2: Militarization of 
Space
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Current Situation

There are restrictions put into place for the limitations of 
military equipment into space. However, these do not limit the 
use of both conventional weapons and those used in the 
digital and cyber battlefield. Consequently, conflict can be 
waged in space and have real, physical effect on the shared 
low-earth orbit. Furthermore, there is no real, existing 
legislation signed by any important powers regulating the 
militarization of celestial bodies, which are feasibly in 
humanities reach in the future.

Space warfare is unique in that the theater of war does not 
only directly impact the combatants, but those around the 
areas of conflict as well. The nature of space debris and the 
orbits of satellites make it so conflict in space has the very 
likely potential to impact the peaceful operations of the non-
combatants around combat areas, and thus affect the lives of 
non-combatants all across the globe. As the arms race on both 
the defensive and offensive side of this potential theater of 
conflict races onwards, this committee must strive to make 
preemptive actions towards alleviating the damage that can 
easily be caused by conflict in space. Even a physically 
harmless cyber attack could lead to a loss of control or 
tracking for a satellite, which is dangerous in a world were 
satellites move at rapid speed, and orbits are narrow. 
Consequently, digital attacks must also be taken seriously.
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This committee must act to address the issues arising from the 
militarization of space race. However, a key aspect of the 
situation must be understood. Should a document accepted 
by the international community be too stringent and binding, 
it will not be followed. It must be understood warfare is when 
all other diplomatic avenues have failed, and an agreement 
too unrealistic or idealistic in its aims to protect both the 
combatants and noncombatants would be ignored by a 
warring party when its survival is on the line. Therefore, a piece
of legislation designed to handle the problems caused by the 
militarization of space would have to find the middle ground 
between being too unrealistically stringent and being to lax to 
be effective.

Questions to Consider

● What scenarios on earth can be seen as parallels to the 
theater of space and how can they be applied?

● What are examples of legislation that proved to find the
middle ground of effectiveness and realistic enforcement?

● Can the existing examples of a neutral zone (the 
moon/mars) being open to exploration and exploitation, but 
closed military operations be used in this situation?




