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Letter From the Chair
Delegates,

Welcome to HAMUN 47 and to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council. My name is Owen Butler, and I am 
your UNHRC Chair this year. Currently I am a Freshman at 
the University of Texas, majoring in International Relations.
In my free time I like to hang out with my friends and watch 
movies, but I also pass the time writing and engaging in politics. I have four 
years of experience attending HAMUN, but this is my first year chairing a 
committee. When I was in high school, I had always loved Model UN and I’m 
glad to be involved in any way possible to keep this tradition alive.

This year we will be discussing the legal status of those who have fled 
Afghanistan since the collapse of the Republic, alongside with the 
displacement of those who have been impacted from the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. I find it interesting to address these two issues today, as they are both 
exceptionally fresh in memory, and as such should be much more accessible 
to y’all. The legal status of refugees is something that will be covered by both 
issues. However, there is more which needs to be discussed, such as “Is there a 
difference in the protections between refugees from a recognized nation and 
one which is illegitimate?” Similarly, the delegates will have to discuss the 
issues relating to the Taliban’s takeover, and the murky waters of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh. I urge everyone to look at how their country views these 
nations, cultural groups, and human rights issues in general to better prepare 
themselves for committee. 

Reach out to me via the email below if you have any questions or are in need 
of clarification on the topics. I look forward to seeing everyone in Committee,
Good Luck, 

Owen Butler
Chair of United Nations Human Rights Council, HAMUN 47
owendb001@gmail.com
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The United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) was 
established by the General 
Assembly in 2006. UNHRC replaced 
the Human Rights Commission 
after much criticism for allowing 
states to be members who had 
significant human rights abuses. 
UNHRC consists of 47 member 
states that are responsible for 
supporting and protecting human 
rights around the world. UNHRC is a 
subsidiary of the General Assembly 
and the General Assembly elects 
the members of UNHRC. The 
membership seats are divided 
between regional groups where 13 
seats go to Africa, 13 to Asia, 6 to 
Eastern Europe, 8 to Latin America 
and the Caribbean, 7 to Western 
Europe and Others Group.

The UNHRC deals with topics that 
revolve around human rights 
violations. The committee abides by 
the many different human rights 
conventions. The UNHRC also employs 
special rapporteurs and working 
groups to keep states in check. These 
special rapporteurs and working 
groups investigate and intervene in 
individual cases and emergency 
human rights cases. In turn, the 
rapporteurs create reports that are 
then published for the global 
community to view.
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Executive Summary of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Crisis in the UNHRC
The issue of the Nagorno-Karabakh and the refugees of the conflict is similar in 
nature to the first topic, but includes some large differences. Not only do all of 
the major players change in relation to the conflict and their reasons for 
support, but the finances and culture groups involved have changed as well. In 
summary, the disputed region which was taken by the Armenians from Azeris 
after the fall of the Soviet Union and placed under the occupation of the 
Armenian supported and populated Republic of Artsakh has recently fallen 
back under the control of the Azeri Government. This conflict saw the 
widespread usage of illegal weapons against civilians and troops by the 
Azerbaijan government, alongside the involvement of mercenary groups and 
troops by the Turkish government against the Armenians. The Russian 
government has acted to stop the conflict, more or less, at the recognized 
borders of Armenia and Azerbaijan and acted as the mediator with the Turks 
alongside the Azeris and Armenians. The people left behind in the 
Nagorno-Karabakh have become stateless and are under the authority of a 
foreign government who doesn’t see them as anything other than rebels. 
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Topic Overview

The Nagorno-Karabakh region, where the universally unrecognized Republic of 
Artsakh existed until late 2020, has been an area of contention between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia most extensively since the fall of the Soviet Union. Both 
nations were Soviet Republics and as such existed under the umbrella of the 
Soviet Union, and without that structure forcing mediation, fell into conflict. 
Even before their incorporation into the Soviet Union, conflict has been 
constant between the two nations. After their independence from the Ottoman 
and Russian Empires was achieved, Azerbaijan and Armenia fought a war 
against each other over similar reasons to the modern conflict. The source of 
contention is the Muslim Azeris, who are Turkic, and the Christian Armenians 
having nearly a thousand years of documented conflict, and the groups have 
rarely been able to have their independence realized at a similar time, causing 
there to be little documented conflict between the groups until the 20th 
century. 

Internationally, the region of the Nagorno-Karabakh is recognized as Azeri 
lands, but until recently, almost all of that land was held by the Armenian 
backed state the Republic of Artsakh. The Republic of Artsakh came into 
existence following Armenian victory during the 1988-1994 First 
Nagorno-Karabakh war. Ethnic cleansing was widespread among both parties 
during this conflict, and the war is notable in its brutality. The reason the 
Republic of Artsakh came into existence is because the people of the region 
voted to become independent, as they were overwhelmingly Armenian but 
under an Azeri government. The Armenians intervened to support their cultural 
‘brothers,’ invading Azerbaijan.

In 2020, the Second Nagorno-Karabakh war resulted in an Azeri victory, the 
expulsion of most of the Armenians in the Republic of Artsakh, and recapture of 
much of the claimed Azeri territory. Russian intervention has allowed a sliver of 
the Artsakh republic to continue to exist, as well as stopping the war. War 
crimes such as the usage of cluster munitions and the bombing of non-military 
targets. Scattered conflict still occurs between the borders frequently.
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Past UN Action and Resolution

It should be remembered that although no UN member state currently 
recognizes the government of the Republic of Artsakh, that does not mean that 
they do not have stakes or influence in the country and conflict.

UNSC Resolution 822 called for an end to the conflict, and in following 
resolutions condemned Armenia for their intervention into the 1990s conflict. 
Recently, there have only been denunciations of the current violence in the 
United Nations, and this stands as an opportunity for large amounts of 
legislation for this committee.

Current Situation

The situation in the Southern Caucasus continues to deteriorate as the conflict 
flares up every few weeks. Even though the Azeri coalition has taken many of 
their objectives, they may not be satisfied as long as their territory is still 
compromised. The Armenian side however, faces great loss, of people and 
territory, that they wish to recoup or in the very least hold now until the bitter 
end. The UN must play their part to enforce the peace and protect the people of 
the Nagorno-Karabakh, as well as the Caucasus region generally, from future 
and current war crimes and exploitation surrounding the war over the region.
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Potential Blocs

Eastern European and CSTO: Russia and many of the Eastern European 
countries support the Armenian government and share a close relationship 
with them. 
Turkic Bloc: Western Turkic nations have an explicitly anti-Armenian foreign 
policy.
Western European and NATO (except Turkey): These nations wish to maintain 
peace in the region while also staying with past UN Resolutions about the 
conflicting territory.
Israel and Iran: These two nations have sold weapons to Azerbaijan and 
Armenia respectively and will work to oppose each other's resolutions on this 
issue to a great length.
Other nations: Focus on how to balance humanitarianism and legality.

Questions to Address

1. If one country is not paying heed to international laws and illegally 
occupying another nations land, even if it is nearly exclusively populated 
by their own people, is the invasion itself wrong?
a) If that invasion is justified under international law, what of the 

criminal acts which have been committed by Turkey and the Azeris?
2. How should the NATO nations respond to continued Turkish expansion 
in the Near East?
3. Should Russia and the other CSTO Nations have an obligation to support 
Armenia and their illegal occupation?
a) Does their responsibility only lie with the legal boundaries of Armenia 

and not the people?
4. Should the people of the Nagorno-Karabakh, or any other people, be 
allowed self determination if decided by vote? 
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