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Letter From the Chair
Delegates,

Welcome to HAMUN 47 and to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council. My name is Owen Butler, and I am 
your UNHRC Chair this year. Currently I am a Freshman at 
the University of Texas, majoring in International Relations.
In my free time I like to hang out with my friends and watch 
movies, but I also pass the time writing and engaging in politics. I have four 
years of experience attending HAMUN, but this is my first year chairing a 
committee. When I was in high school, I had always loved Model UN and I’m 
glad to be involved in any way possible to keep this tradition alive.

This year we will be discussing the legal status of those who have fled 
Afghanistan since the collapse of the Republic, alongside with the 
displacement of those who have been impacted from the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict. I find it interesting to address these two issues today, as they are both 
exceptionally fresh in memory, and as such should be much more accessible 
to y’all. The legal status of refugees is something that will be covered by both 
issues. However, there is more which needs to be discussed, such as “Is there a 
difference in the protections between refugees from a recognized nation and 
one which is illegitimate?” Similarly, the delegates will have to discuss the 
issues relating to the Taliban’s takeover, and the murky waters of the 
Nagorno-Karabakh. I urge everyone to look at how their country views these 
nations, cultural groups, and human rights issues in general to better prepare 
themselves for committee. 

Reach out to me via the email below if you have any questions or are in need 
of clarification on the topics. I look forward to seeing everyone in Committee,
Good Luck, 

Owen Butler
Chair of United Nations Human Rights Council, HAMUN 47
owendb001@gmail.com
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The United Nations Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) was 
established by the General 
Assembly in 2006. UNHRC replaced 
the Human Rights Commission 
after much criticism for allowing 
states to be members who had 
significant human rights abuses. 
UNHRC consists of 47 member 
states that are responsible for 
supporting and protecting human 
rights around the world. UNHRC is a 
subsidiary of the General Assembly 
and the General Assembly elects 
the members of UNHRC. The 
membership seats are divided 
between regional groups where 13 
seats go to Africa, 13 to Asia, 6 to 
Eastern Europe, 8 to Latin America 
and the Caribbean, 7 to Western 
Europe and Others Group.

The UNHRC deals with topics that 
revolve around human rights 
violations. The committee abides by 
the many different human rights 
conventions. The UNHRC also employs 
special rapporteurs and working 
groups to keep states in check. These 
special rapporteurs and working 
groups investigate and intervene in 
individual cases and emergency 
human rights cases. In turn, the 
rapporteurs create reports that are 
then published for the global 
community to view.
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Executive Summary of the Afghanistan Crisis in 
the UNHRC

The diaspora of Afghan refugees across much of the world has been 
a nonstop subject in the news and political scene since the fall of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. These refugees are coming from a 
nation which not only wishes to kill or suppress them, but also face 
exceptional barriers in their acceptance as refugees abroad due to 
their homeland being under new rule. Furthermore, large numbers 
of refugees have fallen victim to crime and suffered greatly at 
refugee camps in nearby nations, or in their attempt to flee. I hope for 
the committee to focus on the refugees with regards to how their 
country may interact in the future with the Afghani government, or 
how an influx of refugees would affect each nation. For the nations 
currently bordering Afghanistan, the exodus of refugees flooding into 
said countries’ already destabilized nations is something which 
would affect their policy. Others may have a financial reason to 
recognize the actions of their new government and not the refugees, 
especially with the value of Afghanistan’s natural resources and those 
resources necessary in many economies.
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Topic Overview

Since the Taliban's inception in the 1990s, it has enjoyed a period of governance, 
a period of near extinction and guerilla warfare, and recently a renewed vigor in 
their determination to spread their religious extremism, alongside the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan’s capitulation to their forces. Now the Taliban are in 
complete control of the Afghanistan countryside and cities. The Taliban have 
perpetuated large numbers of crimes against minorities and civilians, and as 
such a large number of people have fled.

Past UN Action and Resolution

There has been a wide range of actions taken in the past thirty years in 
response to the Taliban and the prior governments of Afghanistan’s treatment 
of women, minorities, and dissidents among other things. In order to truncate 
the incredibly long list of motions on these issues, there are only a few which 
are selected here. An exhaustive list of resolutions is available in the Resources 
section.

The UNHRC and many other agencies have responded to the resurgence of the 
Taliban in recent months most recently with an emergency session in late 
August. This emergency session covered the serious human rights concerns 
and situation in Afghanistan. The issues covered primarily were related to the 
violations and abuses of human rights, as well as the protections for women, 
children, and minorities.

The UN also begged for an immediate ceasefire and for the protection of the 
free movement of peoples. This most recent session was criticized by many 
groups who saw it as a failure to actually address the issues, and has been 
disregarded by the Taliban somewhat, though the extent to which it has been 
ignored is unknown currently. The Security Council also affirmed that the UN 
would stay in Afghanistan even with the Taliban's takeover, and keep the 
different groups that advocate for political rights as well as those that provide 
for basic needs in place for an additional six months. For the purpose of this 
committee, this is something that can be under discussion, and whether or not 
to pursue extending this even more, or changing it altogether. 

6

Houston Area Model United Nations 6



Current Situation

As the current situation stands in Afghanistan, the Universal Declaration for 
Human Rights seems like a checkbook for what the government has stripped 
away from the Afghan people. Currently, it has been upwards of two months 
since the last legitimate government forces have fled or surrendered, and that 
has led to an uneasy diplomatic standoff. The Taliban continue to establish their 
governance and, while maintaining some modern aspects of life that had been 
promulgated by American-aligned forces, have begun to reintroduce 
government activities to suppress and kill dissidents. There is no scale known of 
the damages being caused, but already women are being barred from 
schooling and a reign of terror is coming about over Afghanistan.

The situation has led to a diaspora of Afghan civilians as radical religious 
doctrine and discrimination and has been legitimized by the government. 
Some 6 million people since 2002 have been forced from their homes, with an 
additional 600,000 fleeing the nation since January of 2021. Large numbers of 
these refugees have ended up in their neighboring countries, but these nations 
can only support so many refugees, and often have issues of what to do with all 
of these peoples.
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Potential Blocs

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates: Likely will openly push to 
recognize the government of the Taliban as legitimate
Chinese Bloc: May decide to appeal to the new Afghan government to secure 
the rare earth minerals.
European and American Bloc: Vehemently anti-Taliban, yet also wishing to 
maintain the ‘peace’ at the moment.

Questions to Address

1. Should the international community recognize the Taliban as the 
legitimate government of Afghanistan?
a. What is the status of those who fled the nation?

2. What can the international community do to protect Afghan refugees 
outside of the nation at the moment and provide for them?

3. How should topics such as protection of women's rights and minorities be 
brought up while working with the Taliban?
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