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SOCHUM Background

SOCHUM, like the other main GA committees, was established in 1947 as the Social,
Cultural, and Humanitarian committee, and it deals with humanitarian rights and social issues
going on across the world. This agenda includes the major goal areas: advancement of women,
protection of children, indigenous issues, refugee treatment, and the elimination of racism.
However, while this committee can implement and suggest standards, said standards cannot be
enforced without the agreement and backing of the other nations.

Executive Summary

Due to sociocultural beliefs and rampant poverty, most women in the MENA region
(Middle East and North Africa) have struggled to get many of the basic rights women in Western
countries enjoy. However, while Afghanistan, among others, had made some progress in
improving the educational infrastructure for girls, but under strict religious regimes, this
burgeoning right has been taken from women throughout MENA, if it was even accessible in the
first place. This violates a basic standard SOCHUM has set as an expectation, so it is a problem
that needs immediate address.

History of Problem & Past Action

Educational equity has been emphasized as a global matter of importance by multiple
articles and conferences, including Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Programme
of Action of the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development, as well as the
Fourth World Conference on Women.1 However, in many parts of the Middle East, there are a
variety of barriers to access to education for many young women, whether they be sociocultural,
economic, or environmental.

According to the Human Rights Watch, while Afghanistan, as an example, had
experienced support from donors and other invested parties to help expand access to education
for girls, but then other barriers arose.2 Schools would be too far for many families to make the
trip, or the expenses would be too high to provide a quality education.3 These factors, coupled
with the constant conflict with the Taliban, made it difficult for many girls in Afghanistan to
receive a quality education.

In other nations across the MENA region, the statistics for female education rates are
dismal, to say the least. Women are twice as likely as men to be illiterate in MENA countries,
and the percentages of women who’ve received higher education or are employed is low. Even

3 Ibid.

2 “Empowering Women, Developing Society: Female Education in the Middle East.” Eldis. Accessed
November 29, 2021. https://www.eldis.org/document/A14732.

1 “A Brief Survey of Women's Rights.” United Nations. United Nations. Accessed November 29, 2021.
https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/brief-survey-womens-rights.



worse, a lack of education is one of the most direct contributors to early marriage and childbirth,
which can and often does prevent women from pursuing any further education and careers in
these nations. Furthermore, without an education, most women in this region are unable to be
independent, as they can’t read and most don’t have access to their own finances. Women and
girls in MENA are “among the most vulnerable populations in the world” (plan-international).4

4 “The Protection of Young Women and Girls in the Middle East and Northern Africa.” Plan International,
December 7, 2020.
https://plan-international.org/publications/protection-young-women-girls-middle-east-and-northern-africa.



Figure 1. Selected Gender Indicators in the MENA region5

According to Figure 1., in most nations, female participation in voting had come later than in
many other nations, and a large percentage of women in MENA region are not involved in the
labor force.

5 Ibid.



Figure 2. School Enrollment for Girls in MENA countries

Afghanistan Background
Afghanistan had been a hotbed for conflict for many years, especially during the Cold

War.6 So when the Taliban entered, many exhausted Afghanis accepted the structure that they
promised, what with their crackdown on crime and their emphasis on traditional Islamic values,
including the ones that kept women out of education, employment, and unable to leave their
homes without escort or full veils.7 After the United States recognizes the Taliban as a terrorist
organization and begins their campaign in Afghanistan, conflict ensues once more in
Afghanistan, until finally Afghanistan falls to Taliban rule in Kabul.

7 “Who Are the Taliban?” BBC News. BBC, August 18, 2021.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11451718.

6 To read through a full timeline, go to: A Historical Timeline of Afghanistan | PBS NewsHour

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/asia-jan-june11-timeline-afghanistan


The Taliban
So, who are the Taliban? In Pashto, Taliban means “students”, and they believe in a strict
practice of Sunni Islam.8 Their promise was to “restore peace and security and enforce their own
austere version of Sharia”, and upon entering Afghanistan, the Taliban had first been accepted
because they had helped bring structure to a nation that had weathered countless conflicts and a
leader who lived in excess.9 However, their extremism soon became apparent in their extreme
and cruel punishments, from “public executions of convicted murderers and adulterers” and
“amputations for those found guilty of theft”, and there were many physical restrictions placed
on Afghani citizens, from strictures on hair growth to what women could wear.10 The Taliban
were soon found guilty of numerous “human rights violations and cultural abuses”.11

The War in Afghanistan
After the World Trade Center Bombings on September 11th, 2001, the United States entered
Afghanistan after being informed that the perpetrators behind the bombings were hiding in the
nation.12 The American “War on Terror” took place over nearly twenty years, and while it was a
source of much debate for a long time, some good had come out of the American presence in
Afghanistan. President George W. Bush’s reconstruction of Afghanistan brought reconstructive
aid to the nation and established a democratic transitional government. However, the war in
Afghanistan reached a standstill, and the September 2020 peace talks took place, with America
bent on a ceasefire and the Taliban focused on a strict Islamic government.13 As a part of
President Trump’s campaign promises and a desire for peace, thousands of troops had been
pulled out of Afghanistan, and President Biden continued this trend by dictating a complete US
withdrawal from Afghanistan by September 11th, 2021 in April 14th, 2021. 14 The Taliban had
refused to be a part of peace conferences until foreign troops were removed, but once the troops
began to leave, the Afghani government fell and the Taliban took the capital city of Kabul, and
were free to rule as they pleased. This meant women were fully removed from all the rights
they’d fought for prior. They were removed from places of work, universities, schools, and even
society at large, and forced into wearing whatever was dictated to them.
In light of this new world, how are we to address how women’s education can be protected?

14 Ibid.
13 Ibid.

12 For a detailed timeline, visit this website: The U.S. War in Afghanistan | Council on Foreign Relations
(cfr.org)

11 Ibid.
10 Ibid.
9 Ibid.
8 Ibid.

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan


Possible Opponents to the Resolution of Conflict in Afghanistan
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, United Arab Emirates (UAE)

Questions to Consider
● How can the extremist religious government be countered in Afghanistan?
● How much of the issue is intertwined with religion? How can religion be respected while

also advocating for a woman’s access to education?
● How much of this is an issue that can be resolved with a new proclamation or directive?
● How can old UN law be applied to this issue?
● Will any of this be applicable to nations like Afghanistan, where they are under the rule

of a group who does not have an agreement with the United Nations?

Helpful Sources
● History of Women’s Rights documentation

○ A Brief Survey of Women's Rights | United Nations
○ Women's Education in the Middle East (borgenproject.org)
○ Girls' education | UNICEF

● Sources documenting Middle Eastern women’s access to education
○ Afghanistan: Girls Struggle for an Education | Human Rights Watch (hrw.org)
○ Women’s Rights in the Middle East and North Africa | Global Policy Journal
○ The protection of young women and girls in the Middle East and Northern Africa

| Plan International (plan-international.org)
● References on the Taliban

○ Who are the Taliban? - BBC News
● Articles on Afghanistan conflicts

○ The U.S. War in Afghanistan | Council on Foreign Relations (cfr.org)
○ A Historical Timeline of Afghanistan | PBS NewsHour
○ As Afghanistan’s economy collapses, international community looks for

innovative ways to avoid humanitarian disaster - The Washington Post

https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/brief-survey-womens-rights
https://borgenproject.org/women-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.unicef.org/education/girls-education
https://www.hrw.org/news/2017/10/17/afghanistan-girls-struggle-education#
https://www.globalpolicyjournal.com/blog/03/10/2017/women%E2%80%99s-rights-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://plan-international.org/publications/protection-young-women-girls-middle-east-and-northern-africa
https://plan-international.org/publications/protection-young-women-girls-middle-east-and-northern-africa
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-south-asia-11451718
https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/asia-jan-june11-timeline-afghanistan
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/afghanistan-humanitarian-disaster-aid/2021/11/27/5d2f859a-4ee4-11ec-a1b9-9f12bd39487a_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/afghanistan-humanitarian-disaster-aid/2021/11/27/5d2f859a-4ee4-11ec-a1b9-9f12bd39487a_story.html
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