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Content Warning

The following background guide includes in-depth 
discussion of sexual violence and suicide. 
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Note to Delegates
Delegates, 

My name is Niamh Gerdes, and I will be your chair for HAMUN 47s Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW).  I am currently a senior at the University of 
St. Thomas in the Honors Program, and I am majoring in International 
Studies and International Development, minoring in finance and 
economics, and have a concentration in diplomacy and conflict.

I have been active in MUN for many years and was the USG Deputy of 
Registration for HAMUN 46, and the USG of Registration in HAMUN 45. I 
have also been a delegate at Harvard National MUN and will do so again 
this coming spring. Additionally, I enjoy chairing and have done so four 
times. I am very excited to chair once again this year!

CSW is an important committee because 50% of the world’s population is 
female. This means that 50% of the world’s potential, 50% of output, and 
50% of resources are women and come from women if given the power to 
do so. The two topics, elimination of gender-based violence and closing 
the gender-based wealth gap, are topics that are seen across the world 
and continue to be as relevant as ever.

I strongly encourage you all to raise your placards, it is normal to be 
nervous at first but in the end, this will help you grow as a delegate and as 
an individual.  This will be an excellent learning experience that will help 
you understand the intricacies of the world and will broaden your 
horizons. I ask you all to remember that an important part of diplomacy is 
cooperation and remember to approach the topic from the point of view 
of the delegation you are representing.

Good luck everyone!

Niamh Gerdes
Chair of CSW
email@email.com



Established by the ECOSOC in a 
resolution on the 21st of June, 1946, the 
Commission on the Status of Women is 
the principal body of the UN that focuses 
on the “promotion of gender equality and 
the empowerment of women” [1].  It both 
shapes global standards and legislation 
around the world as well as documents 
the reality and issues women face. 
Annually, UN member states and other 
UN entities and NGOs gather to discuss 
progress and gaps regarding the Beijing 
Declaration and Platform for Action, a key 
policy document ratified in 1995, with 
outcomes and follow ups recorded. 
Additionally, in 1996, ECOSOC’s resolution, 
1996/6, ordered the CSW to take 
command of monitoring progress on the 
aforementioned Beijing Declaration and 
Platform for Action [1].  It contributes to 
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development as well. Each meeting of the 
commission, there is a priority theme it 
tackles as well as one that is reviewed 
from previous resolutions. The 
Commission is made up of forty-five 
member states, proportionally 
represented by geographical distribution, 
with the majority coming from Africa and 
Asia [1]. 

The CSW is not without criticism. UN Watch, 
an NGO based in Geneva which monitors the 
actions of the UN, criticizes the commission 
for its choice of membership (examples 
include Iran and Iraq),  as well as its failure to 
condemn or criticize some states (Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan, Democratic Republic of 
Congo, etc.) and its tendency to 
disproportionately condemn Israel (this 
factors into long historical criticism of the 
UN’s hyper focused condemnation on Israel 
and not nations like Syria, North Korea, 
Sudan, etc.) [7]. 
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Above: symbol of the CSW. Image credits 
[10]. 



From the Commission on the Status of Women [1]: 

● 2021: Priority theme: Women’s full and effective participation and decision-making 
in public life, as well as the elimination of violence, for achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of all women and girls. Review theme: Women’s 
empowerment and the link to sustainable development (agreed conclusions of the 
sixtieth session) [1]. 

● 2022: Priority theme: Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all 
women and girls in the context of climate change, environmental and disaster risk 
reduction policies and programmes. Review theme: Women’s economic 
empowerment in the changing world of work (agreed conclusions of the sixty-first 
session) [1]. 

● 2023: Priority theme: Innovation and technological change, and education in the 
digital age for achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and 
girls. Review theme: Challenges and opportunities in achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of rural women and girls (agreed conclusions of the 
sixty-second session) [1]. 

● 2024: Priority theme: Accelerating the achievement of gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls by addressing poverty and strengthening 
institutions and financing with a gender perspective. Review theme: Social 
protection systems, access to public services and sustainable infrastructure for 
gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls (agreed conclusions of 
the sixty-third session) [1]. 
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1 in 3 women face physical or sexual 
violence in their lifetime, overwhelmingly 
from a known/intimate perpetrator [3]. 
Over 1 in 4 women aged 15-49 in a 
relationship report experiencing 
physical/sexual violence [11]. Within the 
United States, 90% of rape victims are 
women, 10% are men [11]. According to 
statistics, 137 women are killed by a 
member of their family every day, and 
somewhere between 38-50% of murders 
of women are committed by an intimate 
partner [3].  

5,000 women every year are 
murdered in “honor killings” where 
someone, usually a partner or other family 
member, usually male, kills a woman as a 
means to regain lost (usually familial) 
“honor”. The reasons behind this are 
usually when a woman is considered no 
longer sexually “pure” and this “taints” the 
family’s honor. The vast majority of honor 
killings occur in South Asia and the 
Middle East, with nearly 40%  reported in 
India and Pakistan, although to a large 
degree, the scope of this problem is still 
unclear, and recent data shows a rise in 
“honour crimes” in the UK [15,16,17].  In the 
United States, the Office of Women’s 
Health reports that 1 in 5 women on 
college campuses experience sexual 
assault [14]. 

1,500 acid attacks are reported annually 
worldwide [10].  80% of the victims are women, 
with the primary motivation being revenge 
and to disfigure victims. Acid attacks are not 
always in low-income countries, in fact, acid 
attacks were rising in London in the late 2010s. 
Nevertheless, acid attacks are considered a 
form of gender-based violence, due to the 
power imbalance and disproportionate effect 
on women. Acid attacks are usually meant to 
ruin a woman’s romantic, financial, or career 
prospects [10]. 

It is estimated that 200 million women 
are subject to genital mutilation, carried out on 
girls typically before the age of 15, and provides 
no health benefits and is believed to be a part 
of larger social conventions and preparation for 
girls for marriage and adulthood (typically this 
occurs in states in Africa, the Middle East, and 
Asia) [12]. The rationale behind FGM is that it 
discourages  extramartial sex and preserves 
premartial virginity. The WHO and the CSW 
campaign to end FGM and considers it to be a 
violation of human rights, specifically the 
rights of children (girls) and the right to health 
and bodily integrity, as well as the freedom 
from torture and cruel treatment, which is 
included in the UN’s Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights [12]. 
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An epidemic of femicide is playing out in Honduras, where rampant gang 
violence has seen femicide every thirty-six hours [24]. The pandemic, according 
to the Aegis council, has compounded the problem already, with many women 
persecuted by their partners and other gang members. 

On societal levels, factors behind  statistics 
regarding gender-based violence, according to the 
World Health Organization, include but are not 
limited to;  low level of gender equality, lower levels 
of education, less access to employment for women, 
encouraged toxic masculinity, patriarchal 
community norms, generational family violence, 
and harmful use of alcohol [3]. The WHO stresses 
that factors that specifically are associated with 
sexual violence include cultures of sexual purity, 
unenforcement of combating legislation, and 
“ideologies of male sexual entitlement” [2,3]. 

These societal standards are not just 
inernalized by men, but also women, as surveys 
from Pakistan show that roughly ⅓ of women 
believe it is justified for a husband to hit their wives 
if a woman argues with her husband, refuses to 
have sex with him, goes out without telling him, 
burns the food, neglects the children, or neglects 
her in-laws [8].  Isolation and domestic abuse is 
estimated to be prevalent in about 30% of 
marriages in India and have led to the suicide of an 
estimated 61 Indian brides daily [9].  Societal stigma 
against suicide masks the endemic and percieved 
“private” nature of domestic abuse causing the 
scope of the situation to not be entirely understood 
and had led to limited government services to aid 
victims [9]. 

Worldwide, the effects of this are enormous. 
Intimate partner violence has lead to increased 
rates of depression, STI transmission, alcoholism, 
reperpetration of violence, miscarriage and 
pregnancy complications, abortions, PTSD and 
other disorders, homicide, and suicide [3]. 94% of 
women who are raped experience symptoms of 
PTSD two weeks after the crime [3]. 9

Images: top: funeral held for a woman 
in Honduras, middle: Indian brides 
doing housework, and bottom: 
statistic table about sexual violence. 
Image credits: [7,8,9}. 



Statement of the Problem
Houston Area Model United Nations 10

In various parts of the world, gender-based 
violence is decreasing as a result of increasing rights for 
women. On the other hand, the increase in militancy 
around the world has seen some regions face large 
spikes of gender-based violence. The UN notes that 
humanitarian emergencies often exacerbate and 
increase violence against women. For example, the 
Tigray region of Ethiopia has seen reports of deliberate 
wartime rape, with rates as high as 70-80% of women 
affected in local areas [27]. (Read the resources below for 
more information). Wartime rape is often meant to 
humiliate the enemy, and in the case of Tigray, is 
genocidal on the part of the Eritrean government [28]. 

Additionally, one must also consider the effects of 
the pandemic. With a large percentage of women 
leaving the workforce in the United States, in addition to 
lockdowns, rates of domestic abuse as well as higher 
burdens of childcare have disproportionately impacted 
women. Stay at home orders around the world have 
often isolated domestic abuse victims with their abusers. 

The reinstatement of the Taliban in Afghanistan 
has restricted the rights of women, and the 
reinstatement of gender-based punishments for 
violating their strict laws remains a strong possibility. 
Punishments like stoning and beating 
disproportionately impact women in Afghanistan who 
currently have been pushed out of employment, 
education, and public life. Before the takeover by the 
Taliban, the UN reported that child marriage was as high 
as 35% with intimate partner violence against women 
hovering around 51% [25]. The Borgen Project reports 
that 87% of women in Afghanistan have been subject to 
one form of gendered violence, whether it was physical, 
psychological, or sexual [26]. 

Above: women in Tigray, below: Afghan 
women addressing the UN, image credits: 
[5,6]
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History of the Problem
Misogyny and gender-based violence is nothing new. Wartime rape and sexual 

exploitation are riddled through humanity’s mythology, tribes and civilizations, its conquests 
and wars, etc. It has been endemic to nearly every society across history. Some worshipped 
deities are rapists, (including most of the Greek pantheon, like Zeus and Poseidon), with their 
crimes often resulting in tales and mythos (Europa, Persephone, Arion, etc.), in contrast with the 
many female deities and religious figures/saints venerated for their virginity (Artemis, Athena, 
Mary, Agnes of Rome, etc.).  

Historically, gender-based violence, specifically sexual violence, was almost always 
considered a crime committed by a man against a woman [18].  A woman, her father’s property, 
had lesser value if she had been raped (or otherwise lost her virginity) as it lowered the prospects 
of her marriage and subsequent dowry [18]. For centuries, it was believed that rape would not 
result in pregnancy, allowing men to evade prosection for their crimes [29]. 

Women within literature and society are often shamed within society for experiencing sexual 
violence. Social stigmatization and rape culture often means most sexual violence goes 
underreported and unpunished. 80% of sexual violence goes unreported, according to the US 
Justice Department. 97.5% of perpetrators will never be incarcerated for their crimes [11]. 

Gender-based violence is often used in media as inciting incidents in stories, with the 
victims often sidelined. There is actually a name for this trope within media, called “fridging 
women,” where a woman is the victim of physical/sexual violence and this is used as a means for 
a man, usually her significant other or family member, to obtain revenge/start his character arc 
(see resources for a more in depth look at this in media [20].  Examples include Braveheart and 
Gladiator where wives subject to horrible violence/murder incite the male protagonist’s heroic 
journey). Gender-based violence is often trivialized in the “damsel in distress,” where often a 
woman is a reward for a man’s heroic accomplishments [20]. 

Image: The Rape of Lucretia, her rape is considered 
pivotal in the history of ancient Rome. Image credits: [3]. Image: The Rape of the Sabine Women, central to the founding of 

Rome. Image credits: [4]. 



TIMELINE
Houston Area Model United Nations 12

Timeline

● 1946- Creation of the Commission on the Status of Women
● 1953- Convention on the Political Rights of Women
● 1957- Convention on the Nationality of Married Women
● 1962- Convention on Consent to Marriage, Minimum Age for Marriage and Registration of 

marriages
● 1975- International Women’s Year- First World Conference on Women in Mexico City
● 1979- Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
● 1993- UN Declaration on the Elimination of Violence Against Women
● 1995- Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action
● 2015- 2030 UN Agenda for Sustainable Development

Above: Hillary Clinton at the UN’s Fourth Conference on Women in Beijing, 1995. “Human rights 
are women’s rights and women’s rights are human rights.”  Image Credits [1]. 
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Solutions 
The CSW tracks states’ 

legislation on women’s rights. It notes 
that 155 countries have legislation on 
domestic violence, but says that 
enforcement remains a problem due 
to the localization and its place in the 
private sphere. The CSW also 
empowers women’s rights 
organizations in campaigning for 
legislation change, and a victory for 
the CSW can be seen in one of the 
case examples below [13]. 

Additionally, the CSW and UN 
Women partner with civil society 
organizations, particularly during the 
pandemic, with funding and 
resources to aid women locally.  In the 
resource section, there is an article 
about the Centre of Women’s Rights, 
funded by the UN, in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, to aid domestic abuse 
survivors during the pandemic [4]/  
Additionally, domestic abuse shelters 
by the UN in Kosovo, as well as a 
digital campaign to inform survivors 
of local assistance available, are all 
part of the UN’s Rapid Response 
Teams, local programs funded by the 
UN, to combat gender-based violence 
and assist victims [21]. The Change 
Makers programme in China aims to 
educate young adolescent men, many 
of which become peer educators 
among their school, as the UN has 
found that a quarter of men 
perpetrate rape between the ages of 
15-19. 

The CSW has also adopted the RESPECT acronym, 
its seven strategies to combating violence against 
women [6]. 

Relationship skills strengthened

Couples theraapy and counselling, workshops to 
promote egalitarian attitudes and relationships

Empowerment of women

Empowerment training, lifeskills, mentoring, 
inheritance and ownership policies, microfinance 
investment 

Services Ensured- including legal, 
psychological, health, social, police, etc. 

Alcohol prevention, shelters, hotlines, women’s 
police units, health screenings, psychological 
support, crisis centers, sensitization training, 
advocacy 

Poverty Reduced

Labour force intervention and fair employment 
standards, microfinance, cash and economic 
transfers

Environments Made Safe- access to public 
spaces, peace 

School intervention, infrastructure and 
transportation, bystander intervention 

Child and Adolescent Abuse Prevented

Life skills, date violence prevention training, 
psychological support, home visitation and health 
worker outreach, social worker and parenting 
intervention

Transform attitudes, beliefs, and norms 

Community mobilization, social marketing and 
group education, awareness campaigns, transform 
attitudes among men 
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Solutions (continued)
RESPECT covers all the things the CSW believes can help reduce 

gender-based violence. It is worth noting that reducing gender-based 

violence runs with reducing poverty, ensuring peacetime, increases in 

education and public infrastructure. Gender-based violence, as the CSW has 

concluded through its efforts, is not singularly about violence in of itself 

based on gender, but a confluence of different  factors that all contribute to 

a larger question of societal development. 

Above: Image used by the WHO and UN Women to promote 
women’s equality. Image credits: [2]. 
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Case Study 1: Viet Nam
Our first case study is in Viet Nam [22]. According to multi-country studies done by 

the WHO, in the Asia-Pacific region, the percentage of men who report committing 
physical and/or sexual violence against a female partner ranges from 26-80% [23]. 10-62% 
of men report raping a woman or girl. 25-64% during their teenage adolescence. Strong 
evidence suggests that men who will commit sexual violence, will do it as teenagers [23]. 
Additionally, digging deeper, evidence shows that this violence is linked to violence 
against other men and correlates to high rates of experiencing or witnessing violence at a 
young age. Intimate partner violence has been most closely linked across all countries by 
men witnessing violence against their mother. Such societal power imbalances and 
underlying gender inequalities are some factors of this problem. The UN’s Multi-Country 
Study on Men and Violence found that “exposure to violence early in life, a belief in the 
subordination of women, and the celebration of harmful masculinities and the notion of 
male ‘toughness’” all contributed to higher rates of gender-based violence [23]. 

In Viet Nam, much of the violence, often men beating their wives, is largely 
considered  “a private matter”. Societal standards posit it is the “right of the man to teach 
his wife how to behave” [22]. 

The UN has supported local efforts to transform ideas around masculinity, the 
Partners for Prevention program. For example, in Viet Nam, the UN helped found the 
Male Advocates Club, an organization that aims to both inform men of all ages of the root 
causes of violence against women as well as reduce domestic violence within their own 
communities [22]. 

Image above: Part of the Partners for Prevention, the Male Advocates Club in Viet Nam aims to challenge 
societal norms regarding men who beat their wives [22]. 



16

Houston Area Model United Nations 16

Case Study 2: Marry Your Rapist Laws
Our second case study focuses on a particular aspect of gender-based violence. 

For many years, women rights’ organizations have lobbied several states in North 
Africa and the Middle East to repeal laws that allowed rapists to evade prosecution if they 
married their victims. In 2016-2018, a wave of countries repealed said laws, three in the 
summer of 2017 [13]. 

These laws are often used by families to force women into marriage to avoid the 
stigma of pre-marital sex. Ideas around “female sexual purity” are common reasons for 
this. 

In Morrocco, the penal code, Article 475, was amended in 2014 after the case of 
Amina El Filali, a 16 year old who committed suicide after being forced to marry a man 10 
years her senior who raped her twice [9]. 

Jordan amended its penal code in 2016 at the behest of King Abdullah II, and 
records show that over 150 men used this legislation to avoid punishment for committing 
rape between 2010-2013. Tunisia, Lebanon, and eventually Palestine in 2018, all 
repealed/amended their penal codes [13]. 

This case study is not solely about the marry-your-rapist law but also the civil 
society organizations and women rights’ groups that campaigned for years to make this 
a reality. 

Image above: Green countries have 
repealed their marry your rapist laws, Red 
countries still have marry your rapist laws

Image above: Lebanese activists hung 
wedding dresses to protest the protection in 
the penal code that allowed perpetrators to 
marry their victims to evade prosecution 
[13]. 
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Questions to Consider
● What is the balance between empowering international bodies and 

organizations to enact change and the sociological transformations 
needed to reduce gender-based violence?

● How has the UN addressed the historical underlying problem of 
gender-based violence, and what additional steps or changes must the 
UN take in its approach for the future?

● What may be the different contributing root factors to gender-based 
violence?

● What types of laws and policies can governments enact to reduce 
gender-based violence?

● What can be done to empower women to create internal societal 
changes to reduce gender-based violence?

● What is more effective; internal empowerment of the women, or 
structural changes to laws and policies? And what is an effective 
balance?

Useful Resources and 
Further Reading  

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaWIiAFvZy8- Latin America’s 
Deadliest Place to be a woman- Honduras’ Gang Violence

● https://data.undp.org/gendertracker/
● https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en
● https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/outcomes
● https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachm

ents/Sections/CSW/66/Mmbrshp%20CSW_%2066%20%282022%29.p
df

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3Pv4wk1QU (The Women in 
Refrigerators) 

● https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/africa/tigray-ethiopia-sexual-violenc
e-amnesty-report-intl/index.html

● https://theconversation.com/latin-american-women-are-disappearin
g-and-dying-under-lockdown-143791

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aaWIiAFvZy8
https://data.undp.org/gendertracker/
https://evaw-global-database.unwomen.org/en
https://www.unwomen.org/en/csw/outcomes
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/CSW/66/Mmbrshp%20CSW_%2066%20%282022%29.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/CSW/66/Mmbrshp%20CSW_%2066%20%282022%29.pdf
https://www.unwomen.org/sites/default/files/Headquarters/Attachments/Sections/CSW/66/Mmbrshp%20CSW_%2066%20%282022%29.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0d3Pv4wk1QU
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/africa/tigray-ethiopia-sexual-violence-amnesty-report-intl/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/08/12/africa/tigray-ethiopia-sexual-violence-amnesty-report-intl/index.html
https://theconversation.com/latin-american-women-are-disappearing-and-dying-under-lockdown-143791
https://theconversation.com/latin-american-women-are-disappearing-and-dying-under-lockdown-143791
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