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Hello Interpol Committee,

I am your chair for our discussion on corruption in and demilitarization of the police.

My name is Zach Engelhart. I am a sophomore at Texas A&M University, studying Accounting.

I am an active member of both Model UN and Model Arab League, attending conferences for 5

years now.  I love Model UN; I love buying into a fictional world, and stressing over passing a

document that will end up on someone’s Google Drive. I am also interested in sports, math, and

politics.

I’m excited to hear a spirited discussion on police corruption and demilitarization. I want you all

to be open and understanding of each other, considering the currency of this issue. Collaborate

with your fellow delegates, stay in character, and think globally.

I can’t wait to see you at the University of Houston. Good Luck!



Brief History of the International

Criminal Police Organization

What is now INTERPOL started in 1914 with 24

lawyers and policemen. They set out on a mission

to craft guidelines for a more cooperative, global

police (1). These “12 Wishes” included an

international communication service, systems for identifying the “biological features” of

criminals, and standardized records (2). The “12 Wishes” are still the foundation for the

committee, and should lead as the model for drafted resolutions.

For over 100 years, INTERPOL has met to anticipate and combat crime. Murder, theft, organized

crime are usual topics, usually revolving around locating and extraditing fugitives. Even as crime

has moved to cyber spaces, INTERPOL has remained steadfast in their mission, upholding the

wishes, while advancing their systems to the modern era (1).

In addition to resolutions, INTERPOL takes decisions through the issuance of notices. There are

eight notices, most notably a Red Notice to arrest a wanted person, and a Yellow Notice to locate

a missing person (3). The remaining six are listed below.

“Blue Notice: To collect additional information about a person’s identity,
location or activities in relation to a crime.

Black Notice: To seek information on unidentified bodies.

Green Notice: To provide warning about a person’s criminal activities,
where the person is considered to be a possible threat to public safety.



Orange Notice: To warn of an event, a person, an object or a process
representing a serious and imminent threat to public safety.

 Purple Notice: To seek or provide information on modus operandi, objects,
devices and concealment methods used by criminals.

INTERPOL–United Nations Security Council Special Notice: Issued for
groups and individuals who are the targets of UN Security Council
Sanctions Committees.”

INTERPOL also plays a role in police training, a topic that should be

discussed ad nauseum in our committee. INTERPOL spends significant time

playing an operational role in National Central Bureaus, centering around

their biennial Police Training Symposium. The symposium focuses on new

ways to optimize resources, and best practices for new technology.

INTERPOL prides itself on its adaptivity to modernity (4).



Executive Summary

A long-standing global concern, the discussion over

corruption in and militarization of the police seemed to come

to a head in the summer of 2020. On May 25, 2020, in

Minneapolis, A police officer, attempting to apprehend a

black male using counterfeit bills, suffocated and killed said

man after kneeling on his neck for 8 minutes. What followed

was months of global protests, police conflict, and heavy

criticism of not just the officer, but the institution of law

enforcement as a whole. Police armed with deadly weapons and riot gear patrolled the streets,

leading to more lethal encounters with citizens. An acquittal of another police officer, one who

shot and killed an innocent woman in her sleep, continued the unrest, adding the element of

police union corruption to the dialogue (5).

In recent years, police weaponry has become more deadly, forces more violent, departments

more exploitative. Not just in the United States, but everywhere, especially in less developed

countries, and especially against discriminated minorities. One can’t simply talk about police

abuse without talking about race, gender, class, or sexual orientation (6).

Critics of the recent police demilitarization movement will claim that lethal force is a necessary

evil. They look at the advancement of firearms, and hotbeds of crime in urban areas to argue that

police must have heavy artillery to protect effectively (7).



Whatever side, people want police to protect and serve, not just the innocent, but the people they

arrest. They want officers to keep them safe. Our committee will convene to address these

desires.

Police Militarization

After violent riots in Minneapolis, and

Ferguson, U.S. commenters and politicians

have looked into the force and weaponry used

by the police during protests. Critics of law

enforcement allege that police departments throughout the U.S. are becoming increasingly

militarized. Police militarization, while technically meaning a shift towards military operations

and instruction, usually refers to an increase in weaponry, and modernized artillery (7). Since the

1980s, potentially stemming from an opening of power from the fall of the USSR, there has been

a gradual shift towards police militarization globally.

Gendarmerie

“Gendarmerie” is a term used to describe

“police forces with certain military

characteristics and some degree of military

capability even though, strictly speaking, they

are not part of the armed forces.” Starting in

France, but spreading quickly to other

European nations, gendarmes are precisely the



type of police force being dissected. These nations tasked gendarmes with especially complex

security issues, hoping their paramilitary abilities would help promote order throughout the

region. To fully complete these missions, countries supply gendarmes with heightened levels of

offensive and defensive weaponry.

Guardia Civil (Spain)

One example of gendarmerie is the powerful Guardia Civil in Spain. In the late 1900s,

during the reign of Francisco Franco, Guardia served as a counterterrorist arm of the

government. In reality, Guardia Civil was an extension of Franco’s dictatorial rule, an anti

dissent vehicle against the Euskadi Ta Askatasuna, a violent revolutionary movement (7).

United States

The United States doesn’t fully abide by the gendarmerie model of European nations, but

there is clear overlap between the law enforcement

agencies of the U.S. and those across the Atlantic. What

is known as the “1033 program” or the “Law

Enforcement Support Office” is a way for police

departments to obtain military equipment from the armed forces. President Trump

recently abolished some of the restrictions regarding this program, enabling law

enforcement agencies to inherit weaponized aircrafts and grenade launchers. The United

States also uses a Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team in order to address some

especially difficult security situations (7).



United Kingdom

Similar to the scenarios that gendarmeries were designed to handle, the U.K. police force

have recently begun training exercises for especially violent, “marauding” terrorist

attacks. In addition, the U.K. hosts an annual “Security and Policing” trade show

intended for large manufacturing companies to display their new developments in

military policing equipment. These trade shows add the layer of the role of private

company contracts to our discussion (8).

People’s Republic of China

During the 2014 Umbrella Revolution in Hong Kong, the Chinese Communist party

appointed the People’s Armed Police to control the crowds in the

streets. These police used heavy-handed tactics, sometimes

lethal, to prevent future rebellions. In the protests following, the

PAP have used comparable force, even in smaller crowds, to

send a message to dissenters (8).

Risk Theory

In a world with advanced technology and modernized attack techniques, citizens and

governments view militarization as the best way to mitigate the risks of terrorism, and violent

uprising. In an ever more interconnected world, risk for one country represents risk for every

other. Following the Arab Spring in the early 2010s, a fearful China used their militarized police

force to settle civil unrest. After the 2015 terrorist attack in France, most of Europe voted to

increase the force officers were allowed to exert on those apprehended. Supporters of



militarization will claim that the only way to keep peace is through mutually assured destruction,

or in the case of interior policing, assured arrest (7).

Military Equipment

Police and gendarmes globally have been supplied with assault rifles, armored personnel carriers,

submachine guns, flashbang grenades, grenade launchers, and sniper rifles. In terms of tactics,

militarized police operate as a unit, rather than as

unilaterally-acting officers (8).

Impact of Militarization

Negative

Critics of police militarization will point to a number of studies to make the claims that

militarization doesn’t protect officers, doesn’t prevent crime, and unjustly targets

minorities. In a recent report, following the activity of SWAT forces in Maryland,

Jonathon Mummolo, the scientist conducting the study, concluded that the flow of SWAT

into an area showed no perceptible difference in police death. He also found that most of

the SWAT deployments occured in black communities, calling into question the profiling

tools used by these forces. Additionally, in areas where aggressive, military tactics were

used, such as “stop-and-frisk”, there was little

difference in crime overall (9).



Not only does militarization not solve the problems it sought to, but the line between

military and police becomes blurred, indicating that the trend is persisting. Mummolo

found that SWAT teams were taking on ordinary operations, such as everyday patrolling,

rather than “barricade and armed suspect” scenarios. In a world where SWAT replaces

ordinary police, we should expect more killings, and greater distrust of law enforcement

(9).

Posse Comitatus Act of 1878

Finally, militarization is an infringement on our civil liberties. The Posse Comitatus Act

of 1878 illegalizes the United States military from taking on interior security operations.

Therefore, SWAT performing everyday operations could and should be nullified via this

legislation (7).

Note: This study and law only apply to the United States, but for the purposes of our

discussion, one can infer that these trends would follow for the rest of the Western

world.

Positive

Police militarization is necessary. It’s the only way to ensure that police are never

outmatched by criminals or terrorists. A 2017 study found that every 10% increase in the

value of military equipment resulted in a decrease of 5.9 crimes per 100,000 residents

(10). Also, the aforementioned military tactics, such as “Stop and Frisk”, a strategy



implemented in New York where officers would randomly select individuals to search,

actually allowed officers to effectively catch citizens with unlicensed weapons (9).

Case Examples

The most obvious way to combat militarization is through

demilitarization. In the case studies below, there is a dissection of the

efficacy of some of the most popular policing strategies involving

demilitarization.

Norway

Norway is one of 19 countries that disallows police officers from carrying guns. Norway

follows “policing by consent”, a philosophy that believes officers shouldn’t gain

authority through instilling fear, but through community building, and public approval.

Norway, also, has a very thorough vetting process for its officers. Officers must complete

a 3 year bachelor’s program, to which only 14% of applicants are accepted. And on the

job, Norwegian officers must work in tandem with medical professionals, especially

when dealing with individuals with severe mental health concerns.

The streets of Norway, though, are not indicative of what French, German, or U.K. police

officers face, though. Norwegian officers don’t patrol individuals in the same

socioeconomic or racially divided sphere as the rest of the western world. Unarmed

officers would be a difficult sell for the United States, especially (11).



Nigeria

In the Nigerian town of Ekpoma, Esan West, Chief Superintendent of Police Olubayo

Ajao oversees the strategy of “community policing”. “The police

and the community have a common purpose and that is to fight

crime so that people can live in peace and harmony. Therefore,

both have no choice but to work together to achieve that common

purpose.” Community policing is reliant on officers building

relationships with the community, building trust with the citizens.

This relationship enables law enforcement to retrieve crucial information to stop crime at

the source. For an ill-equipped force like the one in Ekpoma, the flow of information

from people to police is crucial. The strategy has created a partnership between the police

and a group of 1000 young people attempting to fight crime in the region.

This tactic has been advocated globally, and was even enacted throughout the greater

Nigeria area. The Nigerian Police Force has a history of brutality and killing, though, and

will require more than just a shift in strategy to change the culture of the force (12).

Questions to Consider

How does police militarization impact the community?

Does police militarization infringe on our rights?

How would crime respond to demilitarization?

Is militarization necessary?

What strategies could be implemented to change department culture?



Character List

China

Ukraine

France

Germany

India

Japan

Russian Federation

Saudi Arabia

United Kingdom

United States of America

Australia

Brazil

Canada

Indonesia

Iran (Islamic Republic of)

Israel

Mexico

Pakistan

Republic of Korea

South Africa
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Syrian Arab Republic

Turkey



Afghanistan

Bangladesh

Belgium

Cuba

Egypt

Ethiopia

Cambodia

Greece

Iraq

Ireland

Italy

Malaysia

Sri Lanka

New Zealand

Nigeria

Norway

Poland

Qatar

Spain

Switzerland

Sudan

Philippines
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