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From the Crisis Director

Ahlan wa Sahlan Delegates!

I am Syed Ali Mustafa and I will be your Crisis Director for the committee Atlantis of the

Sands: the Search for the Lost City of Ubar. I am very enthusiastic and looking forward to this!

I am fluent in Urdu/Hindi and English and am learning Arabic and Middle Eastern history

at college. You see, linguistics is a hobby of mine, and I am interested in every aspect of it,

which includes, phonetics, phonology, morphology, semantics, historical linguistics and many

more. I am particularly fond of three ancient languages: Classical Arabic, Classical Sanskrit and

Classical Latin. Each of these corresponds to Arabia, the Indian Subcontinent and Europe,

respectively. In this committee I have tried to channel the knowledge of Arabic to construct a

world full of mysteries and surprises.

Now that I have geeked out, let’s get to the usual; I am studying International Relations

and Economics at UT Austin on the International Political Economy track. I am keen on topics of

global trade, the forex market, development, South Asian politics, Spider-Man, and history of

political thought. I got into Model UN in high school back in Pakistan and have been at it ever

since.

I have a conservative taste in manga and anime and am excited for the new Attack on

Titan fourth season. This committee was inspired from many sources and themes. I started

developing it in November after I thought of the vast deserts of Arabia and the sense of

loneliness in areas like these and what mysteries lie in these sands. And then I thought of an

Indiana Jones-ish (or Uncharted) adventure in these areas. Elements of the occult are also

present. This is why reading through this whole background guide is very important, since there

is a whole timeline I have made after 2022. Pay special attention to the characters as none of

them are real figures except one.

Atlantis of the Sands aims at making you wonder at the unknowable and push yourself

to find out the truth. That is the human condition, to venture out into the unknown, to set sail

across the Atlantic. It will hopefully teach you how to react to multiple situations and to form

strategies.

And of course, feel free to ask any questions about University life and the application

process as well as how absolutely awesome CTMUN is. Good Luck and Hook ‘em!

Ali Mustafa,

Crisis Director, Atlantis, alymstfy18@utexas.edu
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Introduction

There are many great civilizations that we as humans have been fascinated with; you all

have probably heard of the four great River Valley Civilizations: Ancient Egypt, Ancient China,

the Indus Valley, and Mesopotamia. These four were the pinnacle of civilization for their time. It

was when we very slowly shifted from a hunter-gatherer lifestyle to agriculture, and with

agriculture came domestication of animals, and with them came entire governments and cities.

They all had one thing in common, they were based around a prominent river: Nile, Indus,

Yellow River and Tigris and Euphrates. And then there are the Akkadians, the Persians, the

Indians, the Greeks, the Romans, and lastly, the subject of this committee: the Arabs, or more

specifically, the Ancient Arabs.

Yes, the Arabs are not a monolithic group, especially today, one just has to look at

Morocco and Iraq to get a sense of the diversity and complexity of the area. Morocco and Iraq,

are, of course, on either extreme in the Arab speaking world, the former is in the West, the latter



4

in the East, with different cultures and ethnic groups. However, it is not these people who are

the focus of this committee. Enter the Ancient Arabs.

Now the history of the Ancient Arabs is not set in stone, because it wasn’t recorded, we

don’t know where and how they emerged, where do we put the start line, questions like that

tend to be subjective, but what we do know is that they were a nomadic people based in the

desert, that’s a simple place to start now. The Ancient Arabs emerged from the region of modern

day Hijaz and Najd and settled in various places around the Arabian Peninsula. Some of the

civilizations they formed were the Dilmun, the Thamud, the Sabeans, the Himyarites.

We know quite a bit about these aforementioned civilizations, however, one that is still

shrouded in mystery is the city of Ubar, or Iram. There is not much information available about

them online, unlike the others; most of it is speculation. The above photo shows probable

locations of the legendary city, this region of the Peninsula is called the Rub al-Khali or the

Empty Quarter. It is the southern portion of the desert aptly named because of the lack of

human inhabitants over there. Needless to say, it has a very inhospitable climate.

That is why this background guide shall be your primary source when it comes to information

about this region, you are welcome to look up other sources if you wish. This background guide

also has, from the point of 2021 onward to 2050, built up a fictional scenario that you must be

aware of before coming to this committee. The characters are also mostly fictional. That is why

you will not find anything about them online (obviously).

Geography

The Arabian peninsula is the largest peninsula in the world. It has been historically

divided into various regions, the most well-known feature of this region is the desert but it is far

more diverse than that. The region comprises modern-day Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Qatar,

Bahrain, United Arab Emirates Oman, Yemen, Jordan as well as the southern part of Iraq and
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Syria. Saudi Arabia accounts for about 80% of this land and is therefore the largest country in

this region. The Arabian desert forms the majority of the peninsula, merging into the Syrian

desert with no clear natural borders. In this section we will be covering the basic geographical

terms of this region. The first three terms were given by Romans hence they are in Latin.

Arabia Petraea: Literally “Stony Arabia”, This is the northern region on the peninsula which is

dominated by rocky deserts. It covers southern Syria, Jordan, Northwestern Saudi Arabia and

the Sinai Peninsula. This region became a Roman province. The major city of this region was

Petra, which was inhabited by Arabs who were called “Nabateans”; they wrote almost

exclusively in Aramaic, as it was the lingua franca, however, they spoke Arabic.

Arabia Deserta, or Arabia Magna: Literally “Desert Arabia” or “Great Arabia”, this region is

probably the most well known and consists of the Hejaz (Western Arabia) where the cities of

Mecca, Medina and Jeddah are located. There is Najd, which is Central Arabia where the

capital of Saudi Arabia, Riyadh is located, and then there is the Khaleej (meaning “Gulf” in

Arabic) which is the eastern region consisting of cities like Dammam and countries like Kuwait,

Qatar and UAE. The Khaleej is also where the majority of oil reserves are found.

Arabia Felix: Literally “Fertile or Happy Arabia” was previously used by geographers to

describe this region which is modern day Southern Saudi Arabia, Yemen and Oman. This was

the region which enjoyed the most rainfall and fertile vegetation combined with many natural

resources. Keep in mind the past tense “was”; it no longer is habitable. This made it an excellent

place for tribes, civilizations and communities to flourish, most notably the Sabeans. This is also

allegedly the location where the city of Ubar was located. Therefore this region should be our

focus.
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The above three geographical terms were the old way of organizing the Arabian

Peninsula from a European, basically Eurocentric perspective. Keep in mind that the above

classification is no longer used. There are some words of modern geopolitical jargon that

should be kept in mind:

Rub’ Al-Khali: Literally “The Empty Quarter” This word also refers to Arabia Felix but it is

more accurate in the 21st century. The

reason being because the region today is

not inhabited (with the exception of the

Al-Murrah tribe), it is vast and desolate

with a harsh climate, rather than being

fertile. These factors have attracted the

attention of groups like governments,

archaeologists and historians to further

explore this region, each with their own

agenda and reasons. Again, this region

covers Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman and the UAE.

Wadi Rum: Located in modern day Southwest Jordan. It is full of petroglyphs and inscriptions; it

was inhabited by numerous Ancient Arab tribes.

Strait of Hormuz: This is a geographical feature between

the Gulf of Oman and the Persian Gulf. On the northern

coast is Iran and on the Southern Coast is the United

Arab Emirates. In length, it is 90 nautical miles long and

by width it varies between 52 and 21 nautical miles. In
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terms of geopolitical importance it is very critical as a third of world’s Liquefied Natural Gas

(LNG) passes through it as well as 25% of the oil that is consumed by the world also comes

through it. This makes sense, as the majority of oil reserves, like mentioned in Arabia Deserta,

is found in the Khaleej, the eastern portion of Saudi Arabia and UAE. This might be a good

place to start your expedition.

Persian Gulf: This is an important sea located south of Iran and north of Saudi Arabia. The

countries of Bahrain, Qatar and UAE also exist entirely within the Persian Gulf. It is also a very

strategic location for world trade in general and oil and gas in particular. Getting through the

Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf is a good plan, among others. Mission details and

objectives will be discussed later.

Atlantis of the Sands

The civilization of Ubar (or Iram) is subject to many theories and interpretations.

However, it is a place still shrouded in mystery. Unlike Ancient Egypt, Sumer or the Indus Valley,
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we don’t have a record of their language or economy. In other words, they did not leave behind

any significant trace, up until lately. Ubar has been the subject of many fictional accounts of

adventure stories as well as real explorations where authors have painted a very exaggerated

picture of it.

We can say with certainty that Ubar was originally a small desert settlement somewhere

in Arabia which formed around an oasis. This is the most possible and realistic conjecture as

oases were frequent places of contact between tribes as well as being places of refuge. Water,

shade and dates were more than enough for communities to spring up. As time would pass by,

different tribes would slowly settle and trade activity would flourish. Only in this case, it became

the biggest of its time.

Trade:

Some of the major items they traded were actually

from different areas of the world. Agriculture was not

possible with the infertilesand of Arabia. Livestock

was also traded, particularly horses, although it was

not very common. Ivory, salt and gold from Ethiopia

were very highly prized. Frankincense was bought

from Oman. They also mined red silver ore, a rare

type of iron silver for making expensive ornaments and cutlery. Sugar was a major export too.

All of these items were taken to Rome and Persia, two of the superpowers in that region. Some

legends describe a dedicated treasury housing all the gold and iron and other precious metals.

Such was the monopoly of Ubar that Rome and Persia themselves were not aware of

the ultimate sources of some of these commodities, and Arabia would not tell them, for concern

that they would cut off trade ties and establish trade directly with India and China. Arabia was

the cunning middle-man, and this would be their geopolitical importance for centuries.
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Geography:

This ideal location in Southern Arabia between the Indian Subcontinent and the

Mediterranean enabled merchants to transport spices and resins and essential oils for sale. The

weather during this time was very different compared to the modern day climate of the Arabian

desert. The Boswellia trees common in that time were carefully farmed for their use in making

frankincense using their resin. An abundance of water and dates meant that travellers from far

away lands could make Ubar their stopping point while engaging in profitable trade. Their

camels would take a well needed rest and drink water and get loaded with new cargo before

setting further East or West.

Economy:

All these are signs of a highly developed economy for its time. They were anything but

simple desert nomads, their standard of living had evolved as their trade increased. This is a

very important thing to keep in mind, as the Arabs were not exactly resource-rich. Sure, dates

and frankincense and camels were there, but that’s about it; it only got them so far; it was their

skill in utilizing goods from different areas that got them so far and using their strategic location

as leverage in transporting them across terrain.

The important thing to remember is that a self-sufficient nation rarely has the incentive to

expand beyond its natural borders, because it already has been blessed with plenty of

resources, unlike the majority of world-empires, who never had much to begin with, which in turn

pushes them, motivates them, propels them to venture far beyond their region in search of the

resources that were not given to them, and take it from others, either by mutual agreement

(a.k.a trade) or by ruthless force (a.k.a colonization) or maybe taxation of conquered territories.

And that has been the story of every single powerful world empire, no exceptions.
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Ubar fell into the category of those not self-sufficient, and that is why it utilized trade far

and wide. There was even a trade network along the Hejaz which started in Yemen and went up

to and through the cities of Mecca, Taif, Yathrib, Tabuk, Jerusalem and ended somewhere in the

Italian peninsula, probably Pompeii. It is obvious that interactions with the Romans, Greeks,

Jews and Persians were very common.

Demographics:

As a result of this ethnic diversity, there were many languages spoken in and around

Ubar. The people of Ubar spoke Arabic among themselves, however Aramaic was their lingua

franca. Keep in mind that Arabic did not boast large numbers and wasn’t a trade language like it

is today. That honor goes to Aramaic and Greek. It is for this reason that the Arabs spoke in

Arabic among themselves, yet wrote official documents in Aramaic. Aramaic was their lingua

franca. Arabic did not even have an alphabet

at that time.

This awareness of the linguistic diversity and

knowledge of Semitic languages is a must as

languages might end up becoming critical

factors, among others, in identifying the

location of Ubar, which is our ultimate

mission after all.

Poetry was a great pastime of the people of Ubar. It was to them what films and TV

shows are to us, put simply. Poetry competitions and story-telling were common sources of

entertainment as traders brought legends from their respective regions. Since they were largely

oral in nature, it is hard to find actual written stories on parchment until much later after that time

period. Parchment or papyrus wasn’t something the Arabs used, it was unusual for them.
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Rather, they simply carved inscriptions on rocks and other things, which brings us to our next

topic.

Inscriptions

Namara Inscription:

The most common medium of inscriptions were rocks. These were plentiful, and the

writings on them could survive for a very long time. Thus they were a practical option for the

Arabs of that time. As far as inscriptions are concerned, none is more famous than the Namara

Inscription, as it is one of the earliest attested inscriptions. It is dated back to the 4th century. It

gives us a lot of clues about the development of the Arabic language and its script. As you can

see below, the Namara Inscription is unrecognizable to most Arabic speakers today, as it uses

the Aramaic Script to write Arabic, as the latter did not have its own script then. This is like

writing the Chinese language in Roman letters. The text is very close in grammar to the

Classical Arabic of the Quran, with a few exceptions.

The text speaks of a King of the Lakhmid Kingdom named Imru Al-Qays and is an

epitaph of his accomplishments and leadership and how he subdued his enemies. It was

discovered in 1901 by two French archeologists. What’s fascinating is that this style of writing -
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called the Nabatean Aramaic Script - is the ancestor of the modern Arabic alphabet. It would

take 400 years for this to evolve to the Arabic we recognize today, which emerged around 700

CE.

Ein Avdat Inscription:

This is another famous inscription

found at the eponymous site, Ein

Avdat, a canyon in the Negev Desert in

the Levant, Israel. Now this can be

confusing at first because it looks like a

typical carving in the Nabatean

Aramaic Script. Can you guess what

language it is?

The first four lines are in Aramaic, and

the last two lines are in Arabic. It is dedicated to a king named Obodas. Once again, the script

is the same, but the language is different. Poetry being a common form of expression, was

carved on rocks, leaves, and on dried animal bones. It is for this reason that, while it may be

easy to find, it will be very difficult to decipher what language it really is.

Giant Archeological Tools (GATs)

In the year 2030, now billionaire Norman Drake created Macro Devices, a company that

created machines for various industries. These machines are heavy duty and can be 20 to 50

meters in dimensions and were created specifically for military or large scale use. Thus they

were useful to governments around the world for their militaries. Drake profited immensely from

this, he is still the CEO of the company and will be in the committee.
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Likewise Feroze Gulzar, the founder and CEO of Indus Factories Taxila (IFT) also

developed cutting edge technology for various uses. His technology has been used by the

Pakistan Army, Navy and Airforce and Indus Factories has been the official supplier of

equipment for twenty countries. The subset of machines we are going to look at from both

Macro Devices and Indus Factories are known as Giant Archeological Machines

Bloodhound

This is a mechanical and electrical hybrid contraption developed in 2036 by Macro

Devices, Norman’s company, in order to detect artifacts and metals buried deep under the

ground over a long radius. It’s codename is GAT #1 and it is a very expensive machine that was

used for two years on various missions with amazing success. It is shaped like a large Tesla

Coil with four wheels which enable it to move. It was designed by Kevin Muller. Some people

describe it as a large metal mushroom. It was a promising machine that was used in excavation

of Native American sites and Iron Age settlements in Europe as well as Ancient Babylon. It

malfunctioned during an expedition in the Empty Quarter in 2039.

Overseer

A highly developed satellite created by Indus Factories in 2040 whose powerful

capabilities allow for scanning all types of terrains and biomes. It’s chief designer was Feroze

Gulzar and the second in command was Arif Zaman the archeologist, both of whom are in this

committee. Overseer was developed in Rawalpindi, a city in Northern Pakistan which serves as

the headquarters of IFT and was used for aerial scanning of ancient Indus Valley sites most

notably the ones at Taxila and Mohenjo-Daro. We shall call this GAT #2

What makes Overseer different from other machines on this list is that it has an AI system built

into it which is very advanced and improves on its knowledge. It has four scanning modes:

biosphere, hydrosphere, atmosphere and geosphere. It is shaped like a silver triangular prism
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with three 35 ft rods coming out of all three sides with a triangle mirror at the top of the prism. It

has helped in taking pictures of the Arabian Desert.

Excavator

GAT #3, developed jointly by IFT and Macro Devices, is a multi-purpose vehicle that can

dig enormous amounts of dirt and clear areas for investigation. It is also capable of mining deep

into the ground and extract metallic and nom-metallic minerals. It also has enormous cranes

attached to it to lift heavy objects.

Timeline

Starting in the 2030s, there was a gradual interest in ancient civilizations which gained

momentum. Suddenly, laymen, amateurs and professionals had a renewed interest in places

like Stonehenge, Egypt, Indus Valley, Babylon and others. Macro Devices and Indus Factories

were the culmination of these movements. Different governments started to take part in

excavation projects and there was a race for artifacts. There was even repatriation of stolen

artifacts back to their home countries.

As mentioned earlier, Bloodhound was on its fifth mission in the year 2039 in the Empty
Quarter in Saudi Arabia under the permission of the Saudi government with a crew of 30 people

to explore and find Ubar and uncover artifacts that would shed light on  these mysterious

people. The original goal was to bring back something worthwhile to research on, but it ended in

a colossal failure.

The first three days went as planned, with samples collected from different valleys. The

Overseer satellite also helped in providing the map of the uncharted areas. But on the fourth

day the Bloodhound probe malfunctioned as it was brought into a valley and let off a very strong

electrical charge. The voltage surged and it and a blinding flash of lightning followed which

turned the surrounding sky bright red. It was a confusing and frightening encounter. In a

complex turn of events, the crew left behind the malfunctioning machine and escaped in the

military trucks. Two crew members were killed and one went missing. The Saudi Government

was furious and revoked the rights to the whole operation.



15

Norman Drake took a lot of blame and lost an important asset. Many media sources also

blamed Gulzar because they claimed that the Overseer couldn’t provide proper location

coordinates because it was defected for some reason. The crew later reported strange things

happening in the desert, including the communications systems breaking down and Overseer

giving them wrong information, to a sense of loss of direction and hallucinations.

Other sources dismissed it as mass amnesia and further details about the operation

were classified. A lot of theories sprang about later, including the fact that they found something

they shouldn’t have, but those are unfounded claims. The area was closed off indefinitely.

(Bloodhound Pictured below; the pictures were taken seconds apart, before and after the

blast)
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(Excavator pictured above)

Objectives

The companies have been successful in archeological missions and have been in that

industry for a long time, hence their resources are going to be very useful for our mission. The

committee of 22 that is being formed is tasked with overseeing a team of around fifty to sixty

consisting of various specialists.

Your job is a) to recover Bloodhound, as it still lies somewhere in the desert, it is very

expensive and must be brought back. How it will be brought back and its logistics are entirely up
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to you. Your committee will also decide the eventual fate of Bloodhound, do you want to return it

to Norman or seize it as government property, holding him guilty?

b) Find out more about Ubar and its mysterious people. The knowledge of Arabic

inscriptions might be helpful in this regard. The people were said to be very tall and mighty.

There are a number of probable locations where it might have existed, different groups of

people have tried before, none have been successful. Are you up for the challenge?

c) Figure out what went wrong eleven years ago, in 2039. Are the rumors true or false?

What really happened? Come find out.

Character List

Augustine Carter

Role: Archeologist (USA)

He is an archeologist from the US who has a lot of experience in harsh terrain and has worked

with Macro Devices as a consultant. He graduated from the University of Houston with a

bachelor’s in history from the University of Houston and a PhD in anthropology from UT Austin,

where he taught for five years. He wants to retrieve Bloodhound because he believes in its

importance. He has worked on many Native American sites including those in the Rocky

mountain range and the Great Basin and Mojave Deserts.

Krista Schultz

Role: Archeologist (Germany)

She studied her bachelor’s and PhD in anthropology from Humboldt University in Berlin and is

especially interested in the ethnic migrations of Europeans in the Middle Ages and how the

Vikings, English and French people interacted. She has also shed light on Medieval Muslim
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Spain. She was very critical of Gulzar’s and Drake’s operations and subsequent failure in the

Arabian Desert. While she wants to retrieve Bloodhound and find out about Ubar, she does not

want Norman to get hold of it.

Arif Zaman

Role: Archeologist (Pakistan)

He is from Pakistan and got his PhD from LUMS in the city of Lahore. He was involved as a

consultant for the Overseer project and was very passionate about it. He has primarily worked

on the Indus Valley Civilization which primarily lies in Pakistan and reaches out into Western

India. He is also credited with partly deciphering the Indus Script, which had stumped historians

for decades. His work on Petra in Jordan was what got him interested in Arabian history. He is

one of three people in this committee which can control the Overseer.

Khalid Abdul-Rashid

Role: Archeologist (Saudi Arabia)

He is interested in the history of the Arabian Peninsula more than anyone else, and loves hiking

in the Hejaz. He is the only person in the committee who is proficient in reading Old Arabic (the

one written in the Aramaic Script), and also knows a lot about Arabian Paganism and the occult.

He wants to recover Bloodhound and utilize Overseer, but is critical of Excavator which he calls

“American Invasion for resources” charading as “scientific inquiry”.

Zheng Chai

Role: Archeologist (China)

As someone who has travelled extensively, she has experience in nearly all terrains and

biomes. Her recent work included collecting samples from the Gobi Desert. She is a Sinologist

and has written research papers on Ancient China and the Yellow River as well as the Mongol
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era. She has many theories on where Ubar is located and is working on a GAT #4 which is a

joint collaboration between Pakistan and China.

Amy Roberts

Role: Archeologist (UK)

A British academic, Roberts has explored mainland Europe, and worked with Schultz and they

are old colleagues. Roberts also uncovered many secrets about the Stonehenge where she and

her team uncovered a whole structure underneath it and accidently stumbled upon the fossil of

a human whose size and stature was far bigger than a normal human. Since then she has been

interested in giant humanoid fossils and has a theory that the people of Ubar were giants

around 20-30 feet tall.

Morgan Peterson

Role: Academic/Professor (USA)

A professor at the prestigious Columbia University, Morgan Peterson has had an interest in the

lost city of Ubar since long before 2030, when she gained tenure and started a new movement

of interest in lost civilizations among her students. She has studied ancient civilizations of the

Middle East and, in particular, lost languages with the ultimate goal of being useful in an

expedition just like this one. She is very good at reading old inscriptions. Morgan believes that

the Bloodhound is integral to the search for the city of Ubar and believes the first goal of this

committee should be to retrieve Bloodhound before they could attain any success.

Kevin Muller

Role: Engineer (USA)
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Being the chief electrical engineer and designer of Bloodhound, he knows more about how it

works than anyone else. He brought about the revolutionary design which optimized the Tesla

Coil into a powerful but deadly instrument. In the years following it he had regret about what he

created, wishing could have created safety mechanisms for the machine but left the company

when the Government terminated that operation after a congressional hearing and he resigned

soon after. Upon being invited to the committee, he was willing to act as a resource and guide.

He was present at the disaster of ‘39.

Yusuf Khan

Role: Engineer (Pakistan)

The chief designer of Overseer, Yusuf is a very skilled Electrical Engineer both in hardware and

software. He knows more about Overseer than anyone else. He thinks GAT #2 is a great asset,

but unpredictable. He knows what the Overseer AI is capable of and has worked on other

satellite models ever since. He is the Chief Technology Officer of Indus Factories, and holds a

big stake in the company.

Syed Ali Murtaza

Role: Legal (USA)

Ali is a well traveled person, like many people in the committee. He studied his bachelor’s in

International Relations from the University of Houston and then studied law at the University of

Texas School of Law. He is a specialist in International Law which governs interactions and

treaties between countries. He played an important role in the repatriation of artifacts and is

here in the committee to make sure everything happens under UN law. He thinks that

Bloodhound is the rightful property of Mr Drake and should be returned to him.

Feroze Gulzar

Role: CEO (Pakistan)
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Gulzar is the founder of the company Indus Factories, where he has been the CEO since its

inception. Gulzar believes in scientific and historical inquiry and is a man of adventure. He had

lived as an expat in Saudi Arabia during his childhood with his family, which is what got him

interested in archeology. He invented a technology which could extinguish fire using sound

waves in college, which got patented. He is present in the committee due to his previous

involvement with the exploration of Ubar. Indus factories is working on a GAT #4. His

relationship with Norman is an on-off friendship.

Norman Drake

Role: CEO

After two consecutive internships with SpaceX, Norman Drake felt inspired to do the thing that

rarely works out—to drop out of UC Berkeley, forgo his full ride scholarship, and pursue his

start-up full time. However, this time, it did work out and Macro Devices, originally a shred of an

idea at a Berkeley pitch competition, became one of the biggest names in Silicon Valley. Macro

Devices went on to produce a line of successful military, archaeological, scientific, and transport

machines that made Norman incomprehensibly rich, and as evidenced by his reputation in the

tabloids and his twitter, seemingly immune to any sort of consequences. With fabulous wealth

and success, Drake’s attention turned to another challenge: the search for Ubar, and how his

technology could help.

Esther Haines

Role: Director of the CIA (USA)

Following in her mother’s footsteps as Director of the CIA (the youngest in history, nevertheless)

was not Esther’s plan, per say, but when the President of the United States asks, you don’t say

no. A Columbia grad and former CIA analyst for the Middle East, Esther would rather be

preoccupied with a mission that captivated her attention in undergrad—and she is happy to use

her newfound position to find herself in the room with people who share her goals and her
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passion for the subject, and to when necessary ensure that the search at hand is conducted in a

manner befitting her country.

Zia Rahman

Role: Military (Pakistan)

Zia Rahman is rather old-fashioned when it comes to diplomacy and politics. He has played a

significant part in the economic development of Pakistan, where he had high public approval,

and served for three years, and before that he was in the Peace Corps. Upon retirement his

interest in hidden civilizations grew. He believes reusing Bloodhound is futile and a waste of

resources, but is open to changing his mind.

Howard Cooper

Role: Military (USA)

Cooper is a veteran who also worked at the Department of Defense for a long time. He also

oversaw the development of all the GATs. After retirement he bought a small ship from Macro

Devices which he used to sail around the world. He is a fan of adventure fiction like 20,000

Leagues under the Sea, One Piece, Treasure Island and others like it. He was called out of

retirement to be part of this committee.

Walid El-Mofty

Role: Military (Saudi Arabia)

Walid is an old friend of Zia and has trained in the Pakistan Military Academy at Kakul and at

Sandhurst in the UK. He is the Head of Strategic Operations for and has provided many

vehicles for these missions which will enable the team of 60 to traverse the desert. It was on his
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suggestion that King Mohammad bin Salman summoned this committee. Walid also believes

that finding Ubar is of prime importance, through whatever means possible.

Li Wen

Role: Military (China)

A highly accomplished Lieutenant General, Wen served as the Shang Jiang (General) of the

Peoples’ Liberation Army Ground Force for two consecutive years before retiring. He was

subsequently appointed as a consultant to  the Islamic Military Coalition headquartered in

Riyadh. He was then assigned to this committee on an advisory basis.

Hugo Lestrange

A former convicted smuggler of diamonds and other precious rocks, Hugo has left his criminal

past behind and become a professor of symbology at Sorbonne Universite in France. He is

interested in the history of science, magic, astrology and alchemy. He thinks that the occult has

a role to play in this world more than we think, which confirmed his views as he visited Nigeria,

Guinea and Saudi Arabia. He thinks that the strange events that happened with the crew must

have an explanation.

Sita Nath

Role: Special

Nath was born in Hyderabad, India and moved to the US when she was ten. She holds a

Doctorate in Economics from Princeton University, where she taught for a while before teaching

at UT Austin. She is a regular writer at The Economist. With GATs slowly becoming mainstream,

she uncovered a scandal within some companies that shall not be named.
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Aziz Khan

Role: Diplomat (Pakistan)

Aziz Khan is present on this committee as a representative of Pakistan, but primarily due to his

storied career at UNESCO. His delegation consists of Gulzar, Yusuf Khan, Zaman and Zia. He

is a seasoned diplomat and has worked in the “decade of repatriation” where he oversaw the

safe exchange of historical artifacts to their home countries. He has dealt with scrolls, rock

inscriptions, statues, and pottery. He thinks the Bloodhound should be turned over to the

International Court of Justice.

Hamza El-Amin

Role: Diplomat (Oman)

A man of the desert, El-Amin was born in the countryside in Oman. As a result he was raised in

the desert where he learned the skills of archery and horse riding and about the different tribes.

He learned about Ubar as a young child and it filled him with wonder and fascination. He knew it

was real, but how much of it was fact and how much was fiction was vague. He studied

International Relations at Muscat University and got into the foreign ministry. He is very

enthusiastic about this committee, as this is his first assignment.

Mohammed bin Salman

Role: King (Saudi Arabia)

As the King of Saudi Arabia, Mohammed bin Salman has access to all the riches one could

desire, but alas, the mystery of the illustrious city of Ubar remained his passion. While MBS

threw billions of dollars into the search over the past twenty years, he has finally managed
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to acquire twenty one of the world’s foremost specialists on the City of Ubar to complete his

search—and although they may not all have the same interests at hand as MBS, he is

certainly willing to play dirty to ensure the search sways his direction.
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