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To the Most Esteemed Delegates, 

I am Joel Varghese, a third-year student at Texas A&M studying Industrial and Systems 
Engineering, and I will be serving as your Crisis Director for the 47th iteration of the Houston 
Area Model United Nation Conference. My association with Model UN is quite long. I started 
attending MUN meetings at my high school my sophomore year and I went to my first MUN 
conference my junior year. Ever since then I have been fascinated by Model UN. I joined 
HAMUN my freshman year in college and started directing Crisis my sophomore year. I directed 
The War for the English Throne during HAMUN 46 and helped staff the COSMOS Crisis during 
CTMUN Spring 2021.  

This is my first time directing a crisis individually so bear with me on this one. The topic that we 
will be going over will a fictional war between America and China. I was inspired to write this 
crisis after reading the book “The Ghost Fleet” by August Cole and P. W. Singer in high school, 
but I have added my flair to it. I want to give you delegates, an idea of how a future conflict 
between America and China could play out, and some of the reasons as to why this conflict 
might happen. I have enjoyed writing this crisis and I hope you will also find this crisis 
enjoyable. If you have any questions, feel free to email me at the email address provided below. 

Sincerely, 

Joel Varghese 

joelvarghese02@gmail.com 

 

Prelude 

As the fifth decade of the twenty-first century was coming to an end, most historians agreed that 
the relationship between nations reflected that of early twentieth-century Europe. A web of 
complex alliances and treaties made it hard to determine who was a friend and who was an 
enemy. Climate change led to a rise in temperature, which exacerbated already existing tensions. 
This led to a tense standoff between nations for resources, especially for water. One such nation 
that desperately needed large quantities of water was China. Before the civil war of 2028, China 
had secured its water supply through its control of Tibet. However, the civil war led to Tibet 
declaring its independence and becoming an Indian protectorate. Now India controlled China’s 
water supply, and they insisted on sharing this scarce resource with every Asian nation that 
wanted it leading to frequent water shortages within China. China could attack India and reclaim 
Tibet; however, this would guarantee an American intervention, and China is not strong enough 
to fight a two-front war. Chinese politicians and military leaders recognized this and concluded 
that America had to be knocked out of the fight before they can make a move on Tibet. This was 
an open secret within the Chinese military apparatus, and they were waiting for an opportune 
moment to strike. 
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 
End of Cold War  
 

After the end of World War II, a 
great ideological and military 
conflict arose between the two global 
superpowers, the United States of 
America, and the USSR. To protect 
Western Europe and to deter Soviet 
aggression, the democratic nations of 
Western Europe formed the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization i.e., 
NATO. In response, the USSR and 
their eastern communist allies 

formed the Warsaw Pack. Tensions between these two alliances were always high and to 
maintain a military edge over each other, both parties invested heavily invested in their military-
industrial complex. Over time the American Economy thrived and was able to afford these 
massive investments into the military while the Soviet economy struggled with supporting its 
military and that of their satellites. The Cold War lasted for almost half a century and culminated 
in the fall and breaking apart of the USSR and the Warsaw pact. After the fall of the Soviet 
Union, America was left as the sole superpower and was focused on bringing the “shining light 
of democracy” or rather fond of using this as an excuse to expand its influence across the globe. 
Pressured by lobbyists, America kept funding its military in an unprecedented fashion and started 
wars in the Middle East to justify this spending. However, the Americans soon realized that they 
were not prepared to fight these wars. 
 
The U.S military was designed to fight high-intensity conflicts, engaging massive Soviet 
Armored Columns, and not the wars it was fighting in the Middle East. Over the ensuing 
decades, the U.S military redesigned its entire military structure to fight insurgents across the 
globe. Consequently, America ignored most of the technologies needed to engage in a great 
power struggle with another nation. Only after China started to pursue an aggressive foreign 
policy did, the military and political apparatus of American society realize that China was 
gearing up to displace America as the dominant power in the Pacific. However, this realization 
came a bit too late for this once great nation. 
 
America’s Pivot to Asia 

 
By the advent of his second term, President Barack Obama and his security advisers realized that 
America was not prepared for a confrontation with China as most of its military was geared 
towards fighting insurgents in the Middle East. To shift America's focus to the Indo-Pacific 
region, President Obama drafted the policy of “Pivot to Asia”. This policy was designed to 
counter China's growing influence throughout the Indo-Pacific region by increasing its military 
and diplomatic presence. Soon President Obama's fear of Chinese aggressiveness was confirmed 
when China started to illegally occupy disputed islands throughout the South China Sea. 
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This alarmed East Asian nations, especially 
Japan and the Philippines, the latter of which, 
filed a case against China in the International 
Court of Justice. The ICJ ruled in favor of the 
Philippines and stated that China's occupation 
and subsequent construction of artificial 
islands were illegal. However, China chose to 
ignore these rulings and continued with the 
militarization of the South China Sea. In 
protest, nations such as the U.S, Japan, 
Australia, France, and Britain started to 
conduct freedom of navigation operations. 
This did little to deter China, and the Chinese 
only saw them as nuisances. Realizing that 
more allies were needed, America started to 
court India and Vietnam and helped Japan 
construct a more aggressive Military. By 
2025 a regional alliance called the QUAD 
was formed, consisting of Australia, India, 
Japan, and the USA, to counter China. 

Concluding that America was trying to box them in, China allied with North Korea, Russia, and 
Pakistan. However, both these alliances were extremely fractured, as all the members did not 
have aligning interests. This reduced regional stability and East Asia remained in an Asian 
version of the Cold War until the crash of Communist China. 
 
American Military Reforms 

 
After the Taiwan Straight CrisisAmerica 
realized that its military was in no shape to 
confront them. At the end of the Cold War, 
the American military establishment lost its 
efficiency and started to become corrupt, 
charging exorbitant prices for weapons that 
could be brought for less. The officials at the 
pentagon, who got a share of this money were 
more than happy to spend taxpayer money on 
projects and weapons that were not needed. 
However, these practices were brought to a 
sudden halt after President Bryant and 

Congress worked together to streamline military procurement and severely punished those who 
were involved in corrupt practices. Magically weapons began to cost one-third of their pre-
reform costs and they were produced faster. Military research and innovations began to happen 
at cold war level rates. Groundbreaking technologies such as Electromagnetic Rail Guns, 
Integrated Power Supply, Laser Weapons, etc. were introduced and integrated with the Armed 
Forces. The size of the Army, Navy, and Airforce was greatly expanded and was maintained at a 
cost that was three-fourths of pre-2028 budgets 
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USA and NATO 
 

As tensions between America and China 
increased, America felt that it was not capable of 
defending against the combined might of Russia 
and China. In 2022, Americans declared that if 
defense quotas were not met by NATO members 
by 2027, it will slowly start withdrawing its forces 
from the continent. Europeans did increase their 
defense spending, but not to the level that 
America wanted. True to its word, America 
started to pull back troops and non-essential 
personnel from parts of Europe, a move which the 
Europeans criticized. Seeing that America was 

leaving behind a vacuum to be filled, Russia started to become increasingly aggressive towards 
the continent and pursued its interests aggressively. To counter this, European members of 
NATO were forced to review their defense policy and increase their spending on their armed 
forces. Over the years this led to the increase in military strength and a European defense policy, 
led by France. This somewhat halted Russian aggression. America got the Europeans to spend 
more money on defense, but European nations saw America as a friend who was not willing to 
fulfill its promise. Many Europeans held views that were not in favor of America and by 2038 
anti-American sentiment in Europe reached a new height. 
 

Debt Crisis and Recovery 

When communist China started to collapse, 
American planers thought that this was a blessing 
to their national interests. Weeks following the 
collapse of China saw the American media 
celebrating its victory in the second “Cold War”. 
And for a couple more years America again 
became the sole superpower. However, China, or 
the Central Kingdom as it was now known, 
recovered from its crisis was looking for ways to 
make money to reignite its economy. One 
solution presented to the Central Kingdom was to 
sell the 4 trillion dollars of U.S debt it held. 

Nations around the world started to buy this equity up hungrily and the value of the dollar 
skyrocketed. However, soon this blessing turned into a curse. Tensions between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia led to Iran declaring war on Saudi Arabia in 2045. The Middle East erupted into another 
conflict, this time involving the two largest oil producers. Because Oil was both nations' largest 
exports, Saudi Arabia and Iran attached each other’s oil wells and refineries. This happened 
during a time when the oil demand was at its highest. Soon after the advent of this war, the price 
of Oil shot up to 270 dollars per barrel. Nations around the globe scrambled to secure as much as 
Oil as they can, however, to buy enough of it, large sums of money were required and what was 
in abundant supply at that time was American Debt holdings. 
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Nations who brought American debt tried to cash in their holdings. However, they were met with 
empty arms as American institutions were not financially stable enough to pay back their debts. 
This caused a worldwide financial panic as nations tried to sell off their American debt. The 
value of the dollar plummeted, and trade started to be conducted in Euro, Rupee ad Yen. The 
dollar was not the dominant figure in the trade anymore and the superpower status that America 
enjoyed slipped away from its grasp again. The U.S economy slumped, and it was forced to 
reduce the size of its military, to fund public projects to rejuvenate the economy. Large parts of 
the Naval Fleet and the Airforce were retired early and put into the Reserve. Projects that were in 
the process of developing new technologies were canceled to save funds. Consequently, America 
lost its status as the predominant military force and was not able to project its power to maintain 
its Influence. The vacuum America left was filled by the E.U in the Atlantic and Northern 
Africa. India stepped in to fill the vacuum left in the Indian Ocean littoral and the Chinese and 
Japanese competed for influence in the South China Sea and East Asia. 

Presidential Election of 2048 

After the Taiwan Strait Crisis in 2026, most of America realized that the politicians in 
Washington was not capable of delivering the wants and needs of the general public. The 
backlash that followed America’s presumed defeat in the Crisis, led to the implosion of the 
Democratic and the Republican Parties. Out of this chaos emerged three new majors, the 
Nationalists, made out of the far-right elements of the former Republican party, the Liberals, 
made out of the far-left elements of the Democratic Parties and the Moderates, made up of 
moderate elements of both Democratic and Republican parties. Rising on a wave of Anti-
establishment backlash, President Bryant was elected and reformed major segments of the 
government, leading to an era of relative stability. However, climate change, and the internal 
mogration caused by it, created a new set of social and economic problem which the 
establishment government was not able to handle. Due to this, the stability Americns enjoyed in 
the 30’s began to dissapear and politics became more polorised and it cumilated in the election of 
2048. 

The election season of 2048 was abitter one, with the liberals bing the incumbet and the beign 
their main competitor. The moderate candidte, President elect Elaine Harriate Angelou, narrowly 
winign the election. However, the current President, President Johnson Blair, has not issued a 
cnsession speech not has he made a public appreance after he lost the elction. However, insiders 
in Washington report that a slow but steady transition of power is happening. The transition is 
hindered by the fact that Angelou was not able to secure a trifects, only the Whitehouse, and a 
slim majority in the senate. Due to this, Angelou is having a hard time putting her preffered 
people in top cabinet position and is having to go through a tough negotiation. There are reports 
of small unrests in liberal cities, who see this loss as a blow against their fight against climate 
change and social justice.  
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Ghost Fleet  

At the height of it power the United States Navy consisted of 452 major surface combatants 
along with 86 support ships. However, the financial crash forced the United states Navy to retire 
208 surface combatants and 34 of the support ships due to budget cuts. As these ships were 
relatively new, the U.S Navy decided to place them in storage in facilities around the nation, to 
reactivate them if they were needed in the future. For retirement, the U.S Navy choose ships that 
had relatively high operational cost such as the six USS Bismarck class battleships capable of 
carrying hypersonic missiles. Most of the “retired ships” had experimental technologies on them 
such as laser weapons, integrated electric propulsion, ATHENA radar and cloud combat 
management systems etc. America was not willing to pour billions of dollars into research that 
will mature these technologies due to its financial situation. Instead, the government decided that 
they will depend upon proven existing technologies to fight its wars. During this resizing 
America lost almost half of its naval strength and its ability to project power around the globe 
diminished. 

 
U.S Navy Fleet Area of Responsibility (7F = 7th Fleet) 
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THE CENTRAL KINGDOM OF CHINA 

 

The Century of Humiliation  

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the demand for Chinese goods in Europe created a trade 
imbalance between Qing Imperial China and Great Britain. European silver flowed into China 
through this trade, leaving Europe with a depleted supply of bullion. To counter this imbalance, 
the British East India Company began to auction opium grown in India to independent foreign 
traders in exchange for silver, and in doing so strengthened its trading influence in Asia. This 
opium was transported to the Chinese coast, where local middlemen made massive profits selling 
the drug inside China. The influx of narcotics reversed the Chinese trade surplus, drained their 
economy of silver, and increased the numbers of opium addicts inside the country, outcomes 
which worried Chinese officials. In 1839, the Daoguang Emperor, rejected proposals to legalize 
and tax opium, and banned the opium trade, and ordered a blockade of foreign trade in Canton. 
This angered the British, who dispatched a military force to China and in the ensuing conflict, 
the Royal Navy defeated the Qing Empire. 

Following the “First Opium War”, the Qing dynasty was 
forced to sign the Treaty of Nanking. The first of the unequal 
treaties, which granted indemnity and extraterritoriality to 
British traders, opened five treaty ports to foreign merchants 
and ceded Hong Kong Island to the British Empire. British 
also demanded that the Qing Emperor open all of China to 
British merchant companies, legalize the opium trade, exempt 
imports from internal transit duties, suppress piracy, regulate 
the coolie trade, establish the presence of a British ambassador 
to reside in Beijing and for the English-language version of all 
treaties to take precedence over the Chinese language. The 
dissatisfaction of the British with the Qing's compliance to this 
treaty led to the Second Opium War. The war ended in the 
burning of the Summer Palace and the signing of the Treaty of 
Tianjin. China was defeated again by the French in the First 
Sino-French War, and again by Japan in the First Sino-

Japanese War. Manchuria was occupied by Russian and later Japan. The nation was further 
weakened by the Boxer Rebellion, which was put down by an invasion of eight-nation. During 
this period known as the Century of Humiliation,  China suffered major internal fragmentation, 
lost almost all of the wars that it fought, and was often forced to give major concessions to the 
great powers. 
 
The weakened state of the empire led to unrest, which eventually cumulated in The Wuchang 
Uprising, by the end of which 14 of the 15 provinces had rejected Qing rule. However, the 
Beiyang Army leg by Yuan Shikai crushed the revolutionaries and forced Empress Dowager 
Longyu to issue the abdication of the child emperor Puyi. The abdication of Puyi brought began 
a period of instability during which various warlords fought over control over China and led to 
the rise of the Chinese Communist Party. 
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Communist Revolution and Great Leap Forward 
 
Owing to the Decline of The Qing State and the stark social imbalances, peasants in China 
revolted in the Xinhai Revolution, which led to the end of 2000 years of imperial rule in China 

and ushered China into an early form of 
republicanism. However, due to various warlords 
vying for influence, the revolutionary government 
was unable to consolidate China under one 
National government. To gain more power, the 
Kuomintang allied with the Communist Party of 
China. However, this alliance broke down after the 
death of Chiang Kai-shek and the communists 
were purged and a civil war ensued. During the 
Japanese Invasion of China, the Communists and 

the Kuomintang cooperated to defeat the Japanese. However, this alliance broke down after the 
Japanese defeat in World War II and the Chinese Civil War resumed. The communists led by 
Mao Zedong emerged victorious, and the Kuomintang retreated to the island of Taiwan. 

 
After solidifying the power of the communist party, Mao Zedong sought to increase the prestige 
of China and for this, he launched the Great Leap Forward. A program that sought to rapidly 
transform China from an agrarian economy into a socialist society through rapid industrialization 
and collectivization. However, this plan backfired and caused the Great Chinese Famine tens of 
millions of deaths. The years of the Great Leap Forward saw economic regression, where 
enormous amounts of investment produced only modest increases in production or none at all. In 
short, the Great Leap was a very expensive and tragic disaster. 
 
Deng Xiaoping and “Socialism with Chinese Characters” 

 
Following Mao Zedong's death in 1976, Deng 
Xiaoping outmaneuvered the late chairman's 
chosen successor Hua Guofeng to come to power. 
He inherited a country in social unrest, caused by 
economic and societal decline. Deng sought to turn 
this around with his new brand of thinking, that 
combined socialist ideology with capitalism. Deng 
opened China to foreign investment and the global 
market to improve economic growth. This, in turn, 
transformed China into one of the fastest-growing 
economies in the world for several generations. 
This massive economic growth forced the United 

States to the People's Republic of China as a country on January 1, 1979, delegitimatizing 
Taiwan’s nationalist government. Due to this economic and political contacts between China and 
the West began to grow. From 1980 onwards, Deng led the expansion of the economy, took over 
negotiations with the United Kingdom to return the territory of Hong Kong, meeting personally 
with then-Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher. The result of these negotiations was the Sino-
British Joint Declaration, which formally outlined the United Kingdom's return of Hong Kong to 
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China by 1997. The Chinese government pledged to respect the economic system and civil 
liberties of the British colony for fifty years after the handover. Under pressure from Chinese 
authorities, Portugal agreed in 1987 to arrange the return of Macau by 1999. The return of these 
two territories was based on a political principle formulated by Deng himself called "one 
country, two systems". This was also intended as an attractive option for Taiwan to rejoin China. 
Deng did little to improve relations with the Soviet Union. He continued to adhere to the Maoist 
line of the Sino–Soviet split era that the Soviet Union was a superpower as "hegemonic" as the 
United States, but even more threatening to China because of its proximity. Slowly but surely, 
Deng was pulling China slowly out of the century of humiliation and putting China back on the 
world stage.  
 
Xi Jinping and the “Chinese Dream” 
  

Often described as China's paramount leader, Xi Jinping held the 
title of core leader of China until his sudden death. Intended as a 
puppet, Xi Jinping surprised many in power by introducing far-
ranging measures to enforce party discipline and to ensure 
internal unity. He achieved this by launching his signature anti-
corruption campaigns, which led to the downfall of prominent 
incumbent and retired Communist Party officials, including 
members of the Politburo Standing Committee. Nicknamed as 
the Emperor, Xi tightened restrictions over civil society and 
ideological discourse and expanded the “Great Firewall of 
China”. Credited with being one of the most powerful leaders in 
modern Chinese history, Xi's political thoughts have been 
written into the party and state constitutions as the Xi Jinping 
thought. And under his leadership, the constitution was amended 
to abolish term limits for the presidency.  

 
Abandoning Deng Xiaoping’s dictum “Hide your strength, bide your time, never take the lead”, 
Xi has pursued an aggressive foreign policy.  Through the construction of artificial islands in the 
South China Sea and enforcing its claim through the ever-expanding Chinese Navy, Xi 
successfully consolidated China’s control of the South China Sea in all but in name. Along with 
that, through the One Belt and One Road initiative, Xi, expanded Chinas influence into Eurasia, 
Africa, and Southeast Asia. Xi has cultivated stronger relations with Russia, particularly in the 
wake of the Ukraine crisis of 2014. He signed a $400 billion gas deal with Russia and under his 
leadership, China became Russia's largest trading partner.  
 
Along with that, China started to practice, what experts call, Imperialism 2.0 in Africa and parts 
of Latin America. To find new markets for Chinese goods and to control these trade routes, 
China began to practice debt diplomacy. A practice under which valuable territories, such as 
ports and mines, were leased to China for a period of 49-99 years. This effectively made most of 
central and south African nations along with Argentina, Peru, and Nicaragua, vassals of China. 
Using these ports, China expanded the influence of its navy around the world and was able to 
rival the U.S Navy in the Pacific and Southern Atlantic. However, this powerful China was held 
together by the character and strength of one man, Chainman Xi Jinping. 
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(Blue: Chinese Naval Bases | Grey: Civilian Ports under Chinese Control in 2028) 
 
 
Death of Xi Jinping 
 

In 2022 during the 20th National Congress 
of the Chinese Communist Party, Xi Jinping 
was elected as the Chairman of the 
Communist party of China for an 
unprecedented third term. Xi achieved this 
by purging party officials loyal to the 
former Chainman  Jiang Zemin and 
installing people loyal to him into positions 
of power. However, all was not well, the 
continuation of the COVID-19 pandemic 
disrupted global supply chains and left 
China with a shortage of fuel. This caused 
rolling blackouts in most cities, which led to 

economic stagnation and social unrest. To distract the general populace from these issues, Xi 
doubled down on his efforts to create a Cult of Personality around him and increased the efforts 
to purge anyone with questionable loyalty. To further create a sense of nationalism, Xi 
authorized the invasion of Kinmen, Wuciou, and Matsu Islands, which belonged to Taiwan in 
2026. During what later became known as the Taiwan Strait Crisis, America and Taiwan were 
unable to respond to this blatant act of aggression. This further strengthened the argument that 
America was a superpower in decline. This relatively easy “victory” over America and Taiwan 
led to an “Era of Good Feelings” within China. However, the man responsible for bringing China 
to this unprecedented level of strength, Xi Jinping, unexpectable passed away. 
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The Rise of the Central Kingdom 
 

In early 2028, the beloved leader of China 
Xi Jinping passed away unexpectedly 
during his sleep. This is the official 
version of events, but no one knows for 
sure what happened. Some believed that 
America assassinated him, while others 
believe that officials within the 
communist party eliminated Xi due to his 
overwhelming centralization of power. 
Whatever happened, it is unlikely that the 
world will know the truth behind Xi’s 
death. Unlike his predecessors, Xi failed 
to appoint a successor and Anticorruption 

purges and paranoia meant that there was a power vacuum. After negotiation between military 
officials, the Party, and the Business tycoons failed, a civil war ensued. Unlike previous civil 
wars, there was only a limited number of armed conflicts between the three factions. No one 
wanted to see China razed to the ground, after spending decades to build up its power. Known as 
the War of Assassins, the three factions used targeted killings of officials to gain the upper hand. 
After six years of indecisive conflicts, the Military and the Business tycoons formed the Central 
Alliance to oust the remnants of the Communist Party from power. A new government was 
formed on May 22nd of 2034 and is now known as the Central Kingdom of China. 
 
During this chaos, most of the military units in Tibet sided with the communist party and were 
withdrawn from this region to gain control of the heartland. This left Tibet with a token military 
force. Using this opportunity, Tibet initiated a coup using men from Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
sent by India and declared its independence from China. This was supported by India, the U.S.A, 
and the Western European Union, and was further legitimized by Taiwan renouncing its claims 
to Tibet. Indo-Tibetan Border Police along with the Indian Army occupied Tibet and China was 
not able to recapture it as India declared Tibet as an Indian Protectorate. 
 
The Central Kingdom’s victory and most of the surviving communists in China were publicly 
executed. Some of the communists managed to flee and set up a government in exile. Using this 
as a strategic opportunity, the U.S along with India and some European nations, refused to 
recognize the government of the Central Kingdom, without it first acknowledging the 
Independence of Tibet and Taiwan.  The newly formed nation grudgingly accepted this demand, 
and renounced its claims on Tibet, and recognized Taiwan as an Independent. This humiliation 
however gave a reason for the Chinese to unite its population to rebuild the nation. Claiming that 
the West might impose upon it another century of humiliation, the Central Kingdom poured 
billions into rebuilding the military. This military rebuild help China recover from the massive 
economic slump caused by the Civil War. And By 2045, the Chinese military was again a 
massive force to be reconned with. 
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GLOBAL EVENTS PAST 2027 

Europe 

As America started to withdraw from Europe, countries such as France, Germany, and to an 
extent Italy and Spain, started to push for more integration within the European Union. These 
nations wished to centralize Europe under by 2036. By 2048, the European Union was starting to 
resemble a nation rather than a confederation of states. However, Europe was not without its 
divisions. Britain left the Union in 2020 and there exists an East West divide with the union. 
Until 2033 most of the Western nations were opposed to inducting Ukraine into the union, 
fearing Russian retribution. Only the threat of the formation of Eastern European nations, led by 
Poland and Romania, leaving the E.U convinced the leaders in Prague to accept Ukraine as a 
member of the E.U. Natural Gas was found under the melting ice in Greenland and in order to 
extract this mineral a large shipyard capable of constructing icebreakers have built and a fleet of 
32 icebreakers exits with more on the way. However, a strong separatist movement is gaining 
momentum in Greenland due to this increase in prosperity and the people of this nation is 
seeking independence from Denmark and the European Union. The deterioration of the ties 
between the U.S and the E..U led to the withdrawal of U.S forces to mainland U.S.  

Africa 

To mitigate the flow of refugees from Northern Africa, European nations donated and invested a 
considerable amount of money to develop Africa. However, as climate change became more 
severe the flow of refugees increased. Due to general opposition within Europe, the refugees 
were not accepted into Europe, and the E.U started paying African warlords’ money to keep the 
refugees within Africa. This further destabilized the continent, leading to massive amounts of 
violence and death. People hoping to flee this unfortunate situation boarded overcrowded boats 
to cross the Mediterranean, most perished in this journey and the survivors were deported back to 
Africa. This injustice on behalf of the Europeans led to the resentment of the Europeans within 
Africa, blaming Europeans for their misfortunes. By 2048, there exists a small but influential pan 
African movement with the ultimate aim of conquering a settling Europe, which has seen 
massive depopulation due to a negative birthrate. 

South America 

After Africa and Asia, the continent that China sought to influence was South America. By 2027, 
China controlled the Panama Canal and had established three military ports on the continent. 
These ambitious actions brought China into competition with Brazil, which sought to be the 
regional power in this area. However, China, which had more money to offer than Brazil, was 
able to win over other nations to its side and exert influence. However, after the fall of the 
Communists, Brazil started to quietly spread its tentacles of influence around South America and 
now is in direct competition with China for hegemony over the continent. 
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Middle East 

By 2022, ISIS in Iraq and Syria were defeated and the civil war in Syria ended with the 
assassination of Bashar al Assad. Out of the shambles, a new nation called Kurdistan was 
formed. Along with that, a cease-fire was signed between the rebels in Yemen and the Saudis 
and Yemen became an Iranian puppet. The Middle East enjoyed relative peace until 2041, when 
tensions between the Saudis and the Iranians, over oil production, began to rise. This led to the 
Saudis blockading Iranian oil shipments and in retaliation, Iran launched a full-scale invasion of 
Saudi Arabia in 2045. Initially successful, the Iranians were able to capture Riyadh, however, a 
collation was formed between Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Saudi Arabia which managed to halt 
and is now pushing the Iranians back towards the Persian Gulf. 

India 

As experts predicted, India became the third-largest economy at around 23 trillion USD by 2048. 
As the decade passed it achieved a high growth rate and was expanding its economy at a 
breakneck speed. While economically growing, India was unable to expand its military influence 
as most of the Indian littoral nations were influenced by either China or America. As the Chinese 
Communists started to collapse in 2028, India saw an opportunity. In the absence of a Chinese 
military presence in Tibet, India staged a successful coup in Tibet using the Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police. When a warring faction of China tried to intervene, India used this as an excuse to send in 
Indian Army into Tibet. After the Middle Kingdom was established, Indian forced the Chinese to 
recognize Tibet as an independent nation. To prevent further Chinese aggression, Tibet became 
an Indian protectorate. With a strong military and an economy to back it up, India started to exert 
its influence in the Indian Ocean, filling the vacuum left by the Chinese.  

Climate Change 

The coin toss by the G20 leaders inside the Trevi Fountain in 2021 was a watershed moment for 
Climate Change. This was their way of saying nothing was going to fundamentally change to 
fight climate change. As the years progressed, temperatures rose, the ice caps were melting at an 
unprecedented rate, weather patterns changed dramatically, bringing floods to some regions and 
droughts to others. The worst hit was Africa, closely followed by China, India, and Southeast 
Asia. Islands like the Maldives and Seychelles have disappeared underwater, coastal cities are 
faced with seasonal category five hurricanes. Large parts of Siberia are on fire and the Amazon, 
and the Sahel regions of Africa have largely disappeared. This massive climate change has 
caused a steady flow of refugees from central and West Africa into North Africa, hoping to cross 
into Europe. China is working on a deal with Russia to relocate some of its internally displaced 
people in Siberia, however, experts predict this cause tensions in the future. Before Tibet 
declared its independence, China built massive dams in Tibet to supply its cities with water, 
however with Tibet under Indian control, the flow of water to Chinese cities is less than ideal. 
Water wars are being fought between Egypt and Ethiopia, Turkey and Iraq, tensions between 
China, Pakistan, and India are on the rise due to bad water sharing treaties. Crops are failing due 
to drought and floods, even the United States is having a hard time keeping its population fed. 
Almost a billion people have been displaced, internally and externally. Experts have not been 
able to put an exact number on the casualties due to climate change, but everyone agrees that it is 
in the tens of millions. 
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DECEMBER 26th, 2048 
 

Peterson Space Force Base, Colorado Springs, Colorado, 0400 hours 

Specialist John was not having the best of the days, had spent his whole Christmas morning, 
rebooting servers that kept crashing. Little did he know this was caused by a virus infecting U.S 
military hardware. By the morning of December 26th most of U.S military hardware were going 
haywire. During this chaos, communications were cut off, as Chinese agents in America crashed 
most of the telecommunication networks. After managing to isolate and destroy the virus, U.S 
Space Command realized that most of America’s satellites were taken out by Chinas anti satellite 
weapons and the weaponized Tiangong Space Station.  

Yokosuka Naval Base, Yokosuka, Japan, 2000 hours 

Most sailors and soldiers were still drunk from the previous Christmas night. Without warning 
alarms on the base starts to go off, and explosions were heard. It was later concluded that 
Russian and Chinese bombers launched an attack against U.S forces in Japan. The death toll and 
devastation were massive, completely wiping out the U.S and Japanese bases in Okinawa 
destroying U.S Naval Base at Yokosuka. Unfortunately, the Aircraft Carrier USS Ronald Reagan 
was moored at Yokosuka and was sunk after suffering multiple hits from hypersonic missiles and 
air-launched torpedoes. Casualties are still being counted, but it is estimated that 10,000 
Americans and 36,000 Japanese died in this surprise attack. 

Naval Station Pearl Harbor, Honolulu, Hawaii, 0100 hours 

On December 23rd, 2048, a massive container ship registered in Liberia arrived in Hawaii. 
Official records stated that the MV Morning Star was traveling to San Diego with its cargo while 
encountering engine troubles at sea. Therefore, it was rerouted into Honolulu Hawaii to receive 
some temporary maintenance before heading out into the sea. This ship was still in Hawaii on the 
morning of December 26th. Unknown to the Americans, the MV Morning Star was a converted 
cargo ship, with the ability to transport up to 10,000 soldiers, fully armed and equipped along 
with battle tanks, drones, and other support vehicles. From the night of December 23 onwards, a 
small number of Marines were dispatched from special chambers below the water line for the 
ship. Some of these marines headed on to land to preposition themselves for the attack on the 
26th while others planted explosives under the ships. On the fateful morning of December 26th, 
military forces on the island were caught off guard when the attack was launched. The main 
target, USS George H.W. Bush, an Aircraft carrier was sunk along with most of the ships that 
were moored at Hawaii. Some managed to escape, however they were hunted down by Chinese 
submarines lurking around Hawaii. A massive Chinese naval task force, which was conducting 
exercises south of the Aleutian Islands steamed South at full speed to offer support to the 
Chinese Soldiers fighting in Hawaii. By the time folks in Washington understood what was 
happening, Hawaii was under Chinese Occupation. 
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Further Attacks in the Pacific 

An Aircraft Carrier battleground centered around USS Harry S. Truman was tracked and sunk in 
the South China Sea. The Philippine coast guard and fishing boats managed to rescue about a 
thousand American Sailors. Guam, Taiwan, and Okinawa are currently being invaded by China. 
Australia which announced its support for America is currently being attacked and blockaded. 
Britain which announced its support for America had economic sanctions placed on it. America 
has withdrawn what’s left of its military resources in the Pacific to its bases in San Diego and 
Diego Garcia. The U.S Navy is split into two as the Panama Canal was destroyed by a covert 
attack by the Russian Special Forces. The Central Kingdom presented the American government 
with terms of surrender, but congress refused to sign it. In retaliation, China launched a cyber-
attack against civilian  Infrastructure in America, Australia, and Britain which caused mass panic 
and chaos. Public opinion and the government demand that America must at least take back its 
lost territories and inflict some sort of damage on mainland China. Also, the direct use of nuclear 
weapons should only be considered as a last-ditch attempt, and they could be infected with the 
virus and may not work. America ordering a nuclear launch will give the Chinese the reason they 
need to launch their nukes with American nukes having the potential not to work this might spell 
disaster for America. Now, with only minimal communication with Washington and with most 
of the U.S military on the wrong side of the Ocean, it's up to you delegates to determine 
America's next course of action. 

 

Committee Goals 

➢ Regain control over Hawaii and Guam, by counter-attacking the Chinese forces located 
on the island. 

➢ Help lift the blockade off of Australia and Japan so that their navies can break out and 
fight China. 

➢ Rally the U.S population through the use of propaganda and use international institutions 
to achieve a negative global opinion of China. 

➢ Convince America’s allies to help America fight against China, especially India. 
➢ Find ways to fight China and Russia asymmetrically, through the use of economic 

sanctions, export embargoes, cyber warfare, etc. 
➢ Work together to make America’s Cyber assets safe and to prevent another Cyberattack 

from China or Russia. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
 

Admiral Lena Andrew Roy: Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), As the Chief of the Naval 
Operations for the United States Navy, you are responsible for all of America’s naval forces. 
After you took command of the navy, you did everything in your power to make sure that the 
U.S Navy was ready to face any potential threat. You initiated programs that increased the 
overall preparedness of the Nay and its assets. However, the attack by China and Russia took 
you by surprise. Not because you weren’t ready for this, but due to the misleading intel that 
you received from the NSA and the CIA. Most of America’s 6th Fleet lay at the bottom of the 
ocean. Three of your Aircraft Carriers deployed in the Pacific were sunk, the rest of the active 
carriers are deployed in the Atlantic Ocean. Since the Panama Canal is destroyed, you will 
have to find an innovative way to move some of your carriers to the Pacific Ocean. The only 
U.S Naval assets to escape major attacks were its submarines, therefore your submarine fleet 
is mostly intact. You should work with the other generals and the rest of the committee to 
draw up a strategy that will help defeat China. 

General Sean Buck: Chief of Staff of the Army, As the Chief of Staff of the Army of the 
United States, you are responsible for all of America’s Army Forces. Unlike your 
predecessors, you wanted to retool the Army to be a bigger version of the U.S Marines. Ever 
since the Alliance across the Atlantic broke down, the role of the Army diminished, as the 
primary task of the Army was to defend Europe from Russia. After coming home from 
Europe, the Army found itself with no mission. Realizing that future wars will be fought over 
islands in the pacific, your predecessors tried to retool the Army into a quasi-Marine force, 
however, they were met will little success. You were starting to have success in this endeavor 
however, the expected conflict broke out before your forces were ready. Now your goal will 
be to work with General Andrew Lee to integrate the Army and the Marines and lead them to 
victory in an island-hopping campaign. 

General Andrew Lee: Commandant of the Marine Corps, As the Commandant of the Marine 
Corps of the United States, you are responsible for America’s Marine Corps. Your forces took 
horrific losses in the opening stages of the war, especially in Japan and South Korea. You are 
working along with Admiral Lena Andrew Roy and General Phillip George Smith Jr. have 
managed to evacuate all of the survivors to mainland USA. Now your main task will be to 
replenish the ranks of the marines with members from the National Guard and the Reserve 
force. Along with that, you will have to help General Sean Buck with retooling the Army into 
a Marine fighting force while working with the other generals and the rest of the committees 
to draw up a strategy that will help defeat China. 

General Phillip George Smith Jr.: Chief of Staff of the Air Force, As the Chief of Staff of 
the Air Force of the United States, you are responsible for America’s Air Force. Since most of 
your assents were placed within the United States, they escaped the level of losses suffered by 
the Marines and the Navy. However, you still lost most of your assets deployed to the Asia 
Pacific region during the opening stages of the War. You believe that since most of the 
Aircraft Carriers have been lost, the Airforce will play a considerable role in future battles 
across the Pacific, but the range of your assets limits their effectiveness across its vast 
openness. Your goal will be to work with the other generals and the rest of the committees to 
draw up a strategy that will help defeat China. 
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General Lisa M. Franchetti: Chief of Space Operations, As the Chief of Space Operations, 
you are responsible for America’s Space Forces. The youngest of America’s military 
branches, you were first a branch of the Airforce, before being reconstituted as the Space 
Forces. Your primary duty lies in managing America’s space assets, this mainly includes 
satellites, which are used to collect intelligence, and other classified assets that cannot be 
described here. After America refused to sign China’s ultimatum to surrender, China launched 
an attack on America's space assets using Anti-Satellite weapons. Along with that, it was 
revealed that their space station was a covert military weapon. Without the satellites, most of 
America’s military cannot fight effectively. Therefore, it is your duty to replace the lost assets 
in Space. You have some reserve satellites and assets that you can launch to space. However, 
the Chinese Space station must be neutralized before you do this, if not your efforts will be 
wasted. Along with that, you should wait for the optimal time to launch your satellites and 
devise a strategy to destroy China’s space-based assets. 

General Kelly White: Chief of the National Guard Bureau, As the Chief of the National 
Guard Bureau, you are responsible for America’s National Guard. Since all your assets we 
based in America you forces escaped most of the physical damage suffered by other branches 
of the Military. However, the cyber-attack shut down effective communication between your 
bases. You goal is to revive this communication network so that you can consolidate the 
National Guard into an effective fighting force, along with integrating the National Guards 
with the Army and Marines to fight effectively against China. 

Director Gina Haspel: Director of the CIA, As the director of the CIA, you are tasked with 
gathering, processing, and analyzing national security information from around the world, 
primarily through the use of human intelligence. You exert foreign political influence through 
your tactical divisions, such as the Special Activities Division, especially in Southeast Asia 
and Eastern Europe. Seeing that you failed to predict the Chinese Attack, now your main task 
will be to use the resources at hand to gather intelligence from your sources within China. 
Along with that you are also tasked with protecting vital U.S assets such as power plants, 
weapons factories, etc. preventing any attacks against them. 

Director General Paul M. Nakamura: Director of the NSA, As the Director of the NSA, you 
are responsible for global monitoring, collection, and processing of information and data for 
foreign and domestic intelligence and counterintelligence purposes, specializing in a 
discipline known as signals intelligence (SIGINT). The NSA is also tasked with the protection 
of U.S. communications networks and information systems. Working along with the CIA, 
your main mission is to collect intelligence that will help the United States defeat the Chinese. 
Also, you are responsible for gathering intelligence for Major Andrew Lee, of the North Shore 
Mujahedeen, to help him fight the Chinese. 

Rajive Chungath: Director of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, As the Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology Policy, your primary task is to direct research into 
new cutting-edge technology. However, you realize that new technologies will take time to 
mature and have decided to incorporate already existing technologies into the military 
systems. Specifically, you want to reactivate ships stored in the Ghost Fleet as they have some 
of the latest technologies installed on them. 
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James J. Malloy: Secretary of State, As the secretary of State, your primary mission is to 
direct America’s Foreign policy. After America’s withdrawal from Europe, America’s foreign 
policies have been in shambles, it lost most of its allies except for some in Asia. You had 
grand ambitions of taking America to the global stage again as the new secretary of state. You 
see this war as an opportunity to either make or break America’s image and for that a victory 
is needed. Like the Battle of Saratoga did, you want to prove to the world that America can 
still fight. Along with this, you also want to convince India to join the fight against China 
while keeping Japan, Australia, and Britain in the fight against China. You also want to use 
China’s aggressive invasion of Taiwan to turn global opinion against China and have the U.N 
impose sanctions on the Central Kingdom. 

John D. Alexander: Secretary of the Treasury, As the Secretary of Treasury, you control 
America’s fiscal policies. Your primary task is to come up with innovative ways to find the 
money to fight this war without incurring too much debt. However, be aware that America is 
in a bad financial situation. Due to this, your policies can have unexpected consequences. 

Andrea Lee: Secretary of the Interior, As the Secretary of Interior, you manage America’s 
public lands and its natural resources. Your primary task is to provide the American Industry 
with the resources that it needs to build weapons to fight this war. Due to this, you might have 
to make or break some laws to get around already existing rules, especially the ones that 
protect the environment. 

Liam O'Brien: Secretary of Labor, As the Secretary of Labor, you manage America’s labor 
forces. You understand that the military alone cannot win a war, they need weapons and 
materials to sustain themselves. Due to this, it is your duty to make sure that the military has 
the materials that it needs.  

Mary Klaus: U.S Trade Representative, As the U.S Trade Representative, you manage 
America’s trade relations with other countries. Even with America’s diminished global 
standing, America still served as the world's number one consumer market. Due to this, the 
U.S economy has the power to break of make other nations’ economies. You are to use this 
power to pressure countries to stand up to China and help America fight this war against 
China.  

Carrie Shin: Representative of American Multinational Companies, As the Representative of 
American Multinational Companies, your goal is to negate the effects of the war on the 
companies that you are representing. Since the companies that you represent are multinational 
in nature, you want to make sure that America’s foreign policies do not have a negative 
impact on your bottom line. To you, profit comes above anything. Along with that, you are 
also responsible for making sure that the companies that you are representing are not dragged 
into the war. 

Isabella Francisco: Representative of American Hedge Funds and Banks, As the 
representative of America’s Hedge Funds and Banks, you come to this committee with one 
goal in mind, to make money. You understand that war gives you the perfect opportunity to 
do that. You have something on hand that the U.S government has very little of, money. The 
companies that you are representing are willing to help the U.S government as long as the 
government is willing to write laws and direct policies that are beneficial for the Hedge Funds 
and banks. 
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Johannes Mainz: Representative of American Media Corporations, War is always good for 
the press, it is always an opportunity to make more money and gain more influence. As the 
Representative of American Media Corporations, your goal is to do exactly that. Your 
corporation with the government will dictate whether the public will want to fight or stop 
fighting. 

Daniel Aboye: Silicon Valley Magnate, Being one of the “Lost Boys of Sudan”, you found 
success as an American Silicon Valley magnate. Since it was America that helped you 
become who you are right now, you have an extreme sense of patriotism and wish to give 
something back to the country. Being the head of one of America’s primary information 
technologies companies, you have numerous connections at your disposal that can help you 
marshal an I.T army against China. 

Sir Aeric K. Cavendish: Australian Biotech Billionaire, Born Archis Kumar, you are an 
Australian biotech billionaire. Barely managing to escape Australia before the Chinese 
blockaded it, you are now in the U.S willing to help the military fight and take back your 
country. However, your help comes at a cost. Being the jack of many trades, you have an 
appetite for rare and exotic things, and you see this war as an opportunity to satisfy your 
appetite. To help the Americans, you have your private military company, along with many 
connections around the globe, especially in China and in the Space Industry. 

Alby Bordeaux: Heir of an International Shipping Conglomerate, As the Heir of an 
International Shipping Conglomerate, you want to see this war end quickly. Your company 
mainly depends on international trade to make money; however, this war is impacting your 
company’s ability to do that. However, you realize that you can’t have everything that you 
want and expect the war to drag out for a while. You would like to approach the government 
and offer them your services and expertise in shipping goods from one place to another. 
However, your services are not free, and are willing to offer your assistance to the highest 
bidder. 

 




