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About the Committee 
The primary role of the World Health Organization (WHO) is to direct and coordinate 
international health within the United Nations system. Main areas of work include health 
systems; health through the life-course; non communicable and communicable diseases; 
preparedness; surveillance and response; and corporate services. The World Health Assembly 
(WHA) is attended by delegations from all Member States, and determines the policies of the 
Organization. The General Programme of Work sets the framework for the financial resources 
and expenditures of WHO every five years.  
 
A Brief History 
On April 7th, 1948, WHO was founded on the key principle that health is a human right and all 
people should enjoy the highest standard of this human right. An aspiration towards improving 
the health and well being of the international community is what guides WHO's goals.  
 
Topic A: Infectious diseases: antibiotics resistance & anti-vaccine movements 
across the globe 
 
Topic Overview 
Although Chinese inoculation goes as far back as 1000 AD, the history of modern vaccines and 
immunization began with the story of Edward Jenner who in 1796 performed the world's first 
vaccination of Cowpox and Smallpox.  
 
Since then, the world of vaccinations, medications, and remedies has grown exponentially 
through the development and advancements of technology and research. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), an estimated 194 to 198 million doses will 
be distributed for the influenza vaccine during the 2020-2021 season alone. The most common 
vaccinations given include HepA and HepB, HPV, MMR, Chickenpox, and DTaP.  
 
There is an evident rise in medical discoveries and advanced technology to aid in the 
development of antibiotics and vaccines. Yet there is also a rise in vaccine hesitancy - the 
refusal or reluctance to vaccinate despite the availability in vaccines. This belief threatens to 
reverse progress made in tackling vaccine-preventable diseases. Additionally, antimicrobial 
resistance - the ability of bacteria, parasites, viruses, and fungi to resist certain medicines - now 
poses a major threat to civilians. 
 
It is important to recognize the arguments and evidence behind why some individuals across the 
world do not actively seek vaccinations or are unable to acquire them, as well as the common 
myths and misconceptions about vaccines. It is also crucial to understand the weight that the 
antibiotic resistance movement can carry on the international community.  
 
History 
First to discuss the ideology and concerns behind the anti-vaccine movement. A major part of 
this ideology is that vaccines are an open door to autism and various other health-related 



 

issues. Another part of this ideology is that many governments and pharmaceutical industries 
knowingly suppress this information about the potential negative effects of vaccines.  
 
The Modern Anti-Vaccine Movement 
Despite notable successes, vaccine hesitancies continue to periodically impede these effective 
public health measures. In certain highly industrialized countries, most notably the United 
States, public concern has shifted focus from what the disease vaccinations can prevent, to the 
risks that vaccinations may pose. The Internet is a significant outlet for anti-vaccination beliefs. 
It has also become a place for alternative medical practitioners to present and promote ideas. 
 
However anti-vaccine and resistance against the use of strong antibiotics can be seen across 
the world. A decade ago in northern Nigeria, political and religious leaders instructed parents to 
not immunize their children against polio. It was said the vaccines were contaminated with an 
antifertility agent meant to sterilize the population, as well as HIV. Though the leaders later 
admitted that they did not really believe the vaccine was contaminated, but rather were opposed 
to eradication as it was a Western-led activity. 
 
The WHO working group found that efforts tailored to specific countries are most effective in 
addressing vaccine hesitancy around the world. In Bulgaria, an analysis of the Roma population 
found the main reason the community resisted vaccination was not due to a lack of knowledge 
or confidence in the effectiveness, but a lack of immunization programs that were welcoming to 
Roma. 
 

 
Figure 1. Measly Love Nate Beeler/The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch/PoliticalCartoons.com 

 
The Cutter Incident 
Though most anti-vaccine claims are not supported by scientific evidence, public concern about 
the safety of vaccines remains strong and understandable. One example of an event that 
strengthened these beliefs were that in the 1950s, thousands of American citizens had 
developed vaccine-induced polio as a result of being given vaccines with live polio viruses from 
Cutter Laboratories. Approximately 220,000 individuals were infected, 164 were paralyzed, and 
10 had died because of the incident. Since then, the ideology that vaccines may not be as 
promising as they had been described grew within the United States. 
 



 

 
Figure 2. Vials of a polio vaccine made by Cutter Laboratories in 1955. (AP) 

 
Japan's History with Whooping Cough 
Though the theory behind anti-vaccination can have long-lasting, harmful effects. Pertussis, 
more commonly known as "Whooping Cough", is a highly contagious respiratory disease and 
remains as one of the leading causes of vaccine-preventable deaths worldwide. In 1947, Japan 
had the disease under control due to immunization, though pertussis vaccination halted in 
Japan in the mid-1970s because of public concerns over adverse neurological effects. By 1979, 
the country found itself in a major pertussis epidemic, with more than 13,000 cases and 41 
deaths. And in 1981, the Japanese government began vaccinating with acellular pertussis 
vaccine, and the number of cases had dropped once again. 
 
Religious Beliefs within the Anti-Vaccine Movement 
A Kenyan group of Catholic bishops in 2014 vocally opposed a WHO-led tetanus vaccination 
campaign because it was believed that the immunization was laced with a birth-control hormone 
that could eventually lead to sterilization. The bishops were suspicious of the campaign, which 
targeted women of reproductive age, and described it as a disguised population control 
program.  
 
Reluctancy Behind the COVID-19 Vaccine 
January 30th, 2020 marked the day the WHO declared the novel coronavirus outbreak a public 
health emergency of international concern (PHEIC), WHO's highest level of alarm. At the time, 
there were 98 cases and no deaths in 18 countries outside of China, with 4 countries with 
evidence of human-to-human transmission outside China including the United States, Viet Nam, 
Germany, and Japan. By April of 2020, WHO published a statement of 130 scientists, funders, 
and manufacturers from around the globe who committed to working to speed the development 
of the COVID-19 vaccine, though soon, misinformation outside of the WHO began to spread. 
 
In mid-April of 2020, United States President Donald J. Trump suggested during a coronavirus 
force task briefing that citizens could possibly ingest or inject disinfectant into the body to rid it of 
the virus. Trump had also mentioned that a malaria medication, hydroxychloroquine, could be 
used as a possible treatment for the virus, however, it was found that more deaths resulted from 
this treatment than recoveries. 
 



 

Misinformation, paired with inaccurate information about potential cures for COVID-19 resulted 
in millions of American citizens in disbelief that a vaccine would be ready for distribution within 
the year. Some have also speculated that the contents of the vaccine would not be safe for use 
as well, as the typical creation process lasts 10-15 years, leading to even more distrust in the 
vaccine.  
 

 
Figure 3. Cornelia Li / for NBC News 

 
Present United Nations Work 
The task belongs to the WHO's Global Advisory Committee on Vaccine Safety to address any 
spread of misinformation that counters vaccination efforts by constantly monitoring and 
reviewing vaccine safety and providing information on adverse events. The Director-General 
has also addressed the G20 Leaders' Summit, calling for action to ensure COVID-19 vaccines 
are allocated fairly as global public goods; fully implement the International Health Regulations; 
address the vulnerabilities and inequalities at the root of the pandemic; and help fill the Access 
to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator's financing gaps. 
 
Resolution WHA58.15 was supported at the 58th WHA which describes the Global 
Immunization Strategy. WHA58.15 asked Member States (MS) to adhere to the strategy as a 
framework to strengthen national immunization programmes between 2006 and 2015, as well 
as to report progress to the General Assembly (GA) V and the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). 
 
Questions to Consider 
Here are some questions to utilize whilst researching and formulate your country's position on 
this topic. You do not necessarily need to address them all in your paper, if chosen to do so at 
all. These serve as starting points for debate in committee, as well as in your country's position 
and agenda. 
1. What implications would come forward with a mandatory COVID-19 vaccine for school 
children? 
2. How may religious beliefs serve as an advantage to the anti-vaccine movement across the 
international community? As a disadvantage for the scientific community? 
3. Do tech giants, e.g. Facebook, Amazon, Google, have a responsibility to monitor the spread 
of information/misinformation on their websites regarding health infrastructure? 
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