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Background Guide GA3: Social Humanitarian Committee 
 

Committee Background: 
 

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the third committee of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations. This committee focuses broadly on the human and 
welfare rights of protected groups, such as children, women, refugees, victims of discrimation, 
ethnic groups, and many others. As part of the General Assembly, it has the power to suggest 
solutions and propose guidelines, however it cannot enforce anything without the support of 
national governments. It is important to keep this in mind while coming up with possible 
solutions from each nation.  
 
Topic II: Rights of stateless persons and self-determination regarding the Kurdish 
crisis 
 
Introduction:  
 
Who are the Kurds? 

Kurds are an indigenous group of people without an officially recognized state, making 
up a sizable minority in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey. They speak Kurdish, a language that 
belongs to the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-European language family. The Kurdish language 
is a macrolanguage that consists of a continuum of closely related languages spoken around the 
Kurdistan territory, having influence from Turkish, Arabic (of numerous dialects), and Farsi. The 
status of the Kurdish people varies from country to country. Iraqi Kurdistan and Kurdistan 
province in Iran are officially recognized as a region, however the Turkish and Syrian 
governments do not recognize their parts of Kurdistan as a specific region.  
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Statements of the Problem: 
Right to self-determination of ethnic minorities has been a great deal of controversy not 

only among scholars but also in international practice. Many countries and groups of people have 
responded to these claims of statelessness by violent means, use of force and repossession. This 
topic discusses the issue of Kurdish people’s rights and self determination to determine their 
international status. Kurds, as one of the largest ethinic groups in the world have been subjected 
to systematic violaitons of human rights, war crimes, crimes against humanity, genocide, and to 
many other discirmatory factors. Armed Kuridsh parties have been able to justify their struggle 
based on their right to self-determination and right to self-defence against the oppressions and 
dangers to their identity.  
 
Map of Kurdistan:  

 
 
History of the Problem: 

After the defeat of Ottoman Empire, there was a new chance of independence for the 
Kurds. “Western powers with the lobby of Kurdish representatives for an independent state 
forced Ottoman Empire to sign the Treaty of Sevres in 1920.” 1 This Treaty provided the Kurds 

1 Michael J. Kelly, op. cit., p. 711 
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an opportunity for independence in the words of Point 12 of Woodrow Wilson's fourteen points. 2 
According to Article 62 of Treaty of Sevres:  

“A Commission sitting at Constantinople and composed of three members appointed by 
the British, French and Italian Governments respectively shall draft within six months from the 
coming into force of the present Treaty a scheme of local autonomy for the predominantly 
Kurdish areas lying east of the Euphrates, south of the southern boundary of Armenia as it may 
be hereafter determined, and north of the frontier of Turkey with Syria and Mesopotamia…” 3 
 
And the most important Article of this treaty is Article 64, this Article provides:  

“If within one year from the coming into force of the present Treaty the Kurdish peoples 
within the areas defined in Article 62 shall address themselves to the Council of the League of 
Nations in such a manner as to show that a majority of the population of these areas desires 
independence from Turkey, and if the Council then considers that 12 Michael J. Kelly, op. cit., p. 
710 13 Howard Adelman, ‘Humanitarian Intervention: The Case of the Kurds’,(1992) 4, Int'l J. 
Refugee L., page 5, accessed at 7 June 2012 14 Ibid. 15 Howard Adelman, op. cit., p. 6 16 
Michael J. Kelly, op. cit., p. 711 17 Ibid. 18 Howard Adelman, op. cit., p. 16 19 HR-Net, ‘ The 
Peace Treaty of Sevres, 1920’, accessed 7 June 2012 10 these peoples are capable of such 
independence and recommends that it should be granted to them, Turkey hereby agrees to 
execute such a recommendation, and to renounce all rights and title over these areas.” 4 
 

“However after signing this treaty, Ataturk waged three years’ war against Western 
Powers to abolish the treaty and to repel the Allies.21 Finally, in 1923, Turkey signed the Treaty 
of Lausanne with the Allied powers, who were not ready to fight another war. The Treaty of 
Lausanne, not only revoked the promise of an independent Kurdistan, 22 but also this treaty even 
denied the existence of any other Muslim ethnic minority such as Kurds in Turkey. Finally, this 
part of Kurdistan was divided among Syria, Iraq and Turkey.” 5 
 
Current Situation: 

After World War I, the Kurds came close to finding an independent state of their own. 
They are far from this, for several reasons, including “regional instability; suppression of the 
Kurds, most dramatically in Turkey and Iraq; vehement opposition to a Kurdish state; infighting 
among Kurds; and, despite some prominent Western supporters, there is no viable advocate for 
Kurdish statehood.”  

The condition of statelessness has affected the Kurdish people in several ways. Not only 
has it impacted the Kurds in legal ways, but statelessness also represents social and emotional 
issues. This includes the suffering of important violations of personal rights, and legal protection 

2 Howard Adelman, op. cit., p. 16 
3 HR-Net, ‘ The Peace Treaty of Sevres, 1920’, accessed 7 June 2012 
4 Ibid. 
5 https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=3054004&fileOId=3162185 
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that is limited and very insignificant (especially in countries like Turkey and Iraq), and also the 
inexistence of comprehensive international laws addressing topics of statelessness.  

In general, there are two main ways that the Kurds around the world are approaching this 
topic. Some find significance in supporting a nationalist movement in efforts that the unity 
through nationalism can end their statelessness. This ideology stems from the fact that many 
Kurdish people have varying religious and linguistic identities (many Kurds live in different 
diasporas). We also see that this movement has often led to conflict in the original homelands of 
the Kurds. Because of this, there are also many Kurdish leaders who do not find it enough to 
address their statelesness with a nationalistic movement. Rather, they support a movement that is 
more democratic in nature. Regardless of the different approaches to resolving the issue, it is 
evident that Kurdish leaders in critical regions play a huge role in shaping the future of the topic 
regarding statelessness. Some of these leaders include Nechirvan Barzani, the president of the 
autonomous Kurdistan region in northern Iraq, and several politicians in the regions of Turkey 
(within the PKK - Kurdistan Worker’s Party), and also members of the Kurdistan Region 
Parliament (the parliament of the Kurdistant region of Iraq). 
 

Read some more U.S relations here: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/us-kurdish-independence/543540/ 
 
Research Help & Questions: 
 
Resources to check out: 

https://www.cfr.org/time-kurds/#!/ 
 

https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/mun/2014/specpol/specpol-consideration-o
f-kurdish-national-autonomy-and-self-determination.pdf 
 
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kurdistan 
 
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/us-kurdish-independence/543
540/ 
 
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=3054004&fileOId=3
162185 
 
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1991/IRAQ913.htm 
 

Phrases/Words to focus on:  
a. Right to self-determination  
b. Right to self-defence  

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/us-kurdish-independence/543540/
https://www.cfr.org/time-kurds/#!/
https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/mun/2014/specpol/specpol-consideration-of-kurdish-national-autonomy-and-self-determination.pdf
https://www.odu.edu/content/dam/odu/offices/mun/2014/specpol/specpol-consideration-of-kurdish-national-autonomy-and-self-determination.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/place/Kurdistan
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/us-kurdish-independence/543540/
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2017/10/us-kurdish-independence/543540/
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=3054004&fileOId=3162185
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=3054004&fileOId=3162185
https://www.hrw.org/reports/1991/IRAQ913.htm
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c. Right to rebel  
d. Kurds  
e. Human rights  
f. Oppression and grievances  
g. Use of force 

 
Research Questions (from Lund University, credits to: Norry Fakhry): 

a. What is the right to self-determination and whether Kurds have this right? 
b. What are the international rules related to Right to self-defence and right to rebel? 
c. What is the current situation of Kurds in the area of self-defence (rebel) and self 
determination? 
d. To what extend the current struggle of Kurds is compatible with the international rules 
related to the right to self-defence and right to rebel? 

 
Blocs: 

Blocs are extremely important in a Model UN conference. Forming blocs, which is a 
group of countries coming together particularly those in a similar graphical region that have 
similar opinions, generally with your country’s allies, will lead your country to the right path of a 
possible resolution to your topic. Blocs usually vote together. This is where ideas are nutrued and 
where people collaborate, working papers are formed, leaders arise, and where countries form 
ideas about who may be the sponsors. 


