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Background Guide GA3: Social Humanitarian Committee 
 

 
Committee Background: 

The Social, Humanitarian, and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM) is the third committee of 
the General Assembly of the United Nations. This committee focuses broadly on the human and 
welfare rights of protected groups, such as children, women, refugees, victims of discrimation, 
ethnic groups, and many others. As part of the General Assembly, it has the power to suggest 
solutions and propose guidelines, however it cannot enforce anything without the support of 
national governments. It is important to keep this in mind while coming up with possible 
solutions from each nation. 
 
Topic I: Addressing unregulated trafficking laws pertaining to human trafficking in 
Central America 
 
Statements of the Problem: 

Many Central American countries are served as a source for transit and destination for 
human trafficking. It is a growing problem in Latin America and the Caribbean. Many forms of 
TIP include: commercial sexual exploitation of women and children, labor trafficking within 
national borders and among other countries in the region, and the trafficking of illegal 
immigrants. According to the U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), the victims trafiicked 
for forced labor outisde the commerical sex industricry in Latin America is 44% higher than in 
Europe and Central Asia. 1 This emphasizes the big problem amongst the Central American 
region.  
 
History of the Problem & Past Actions: 

In FY 2015, Mexico was the number one country of origin for foreign trafficking victims 
that were certified as eligible to receive U.S assistance. 2 Many recent victims have been traced to 
be identified in the United States, and smaller numbers are trafficked to Europe and Asia. The 
Latin American region also serves to be a transit for many Asian victims. The State Department 
issued its 16th annual congressional report regarding the issue of human trafficking on June 30, 
2016.3 This report divided countries into four “tiers''. However, only Tier 1 countries (Chile, 
Colombia, and the Bahamas) which is about 19.5%, are compliant fully with U.S established 
standards to eliminate trafficking. 4  

Congress has taken steps that address human trafficking, which those include, 
reauthorizations of the TVPA in 2005, 2008, and 2013. February of 2016, Congress passed the 
International Megan’s Law, which required U.S agencies to inform foregin governments when 
there is a registered sex offender visiting their countries. The Trade and Facilitation and Trade 

1 U.N. Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, 2012, at 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf 
2 https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33200.pdf 
3 Idlib. 
4 Idlib. 

http://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/glotip/Trafficking_in_Persons_2012_web.pdf
https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33200.pdf
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Enforcement Act of 2015 was also enacted, which eliminated an exception that had allowed 
goods produced by forced labor to be imported if there were demands for those items that 
weren't able to be met by U.S producers. Congress also provided funding for anti-TIP programs, 
including $5 million for programs in Guatemala and $4 million for forensics to help solve TIP 
cases related to trafficking in Central America. 5 There are many factors contributing to this 
problem. Individual risks include poverty, unemployment, membership in indigenous regions 
and groups, lack of education in many areas of the region, a history of physical and sexual abuse, 
drug usage, homelessness, and gang membership. Outside factors include the high global 
demand for domestic servants, arguricultural laboreres, sex workers and facotry labor, politcal, 
social, or econmic crises, as well as natural diasasters that increase poverty.  
 
Current Situation: 

Currently, Congress is monitoring human trafficking trends within the region of Central 
America and oversseing U.S funded anti-TIP programs, those which influde the U.S - Mexican 
law enforcement efforts to disrupt cross-border TIP networks. 6 
 
Research Help & Questions: 
 
Terms: 

Trafficking vs. Migrant Smuggling 
Trafficking vs. Illegal Immigration 
Trafficking for Forced Labor 
Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation 
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of a Child (CSEC) 
Victim 
Survivor 

 
Resources to check out: 
 

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33200.pdf 
 

http://www.ipsnews.net/2019/11/central-america-fertile-ground-human-trafficking/ 
 

https://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/researchdigest/trafficking/CentralAmerica.pdf 
 

https://rosanjose.iom.int/site/en/categor-blog/human-trafficking 
 
 

5 Idlib. 
6 Idlib.  

https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL33200.pdf
http://www.ipsnews.net/2019/11/central-america-fertile-ground-human-trafficking/
https://www.du.edu/korbel/hrhw/researchdigest/trafficking/CentralAmerica.pdf
https://rosanjose.iom.int/site/en/categor-blog/human-trafficking
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Blocs: 

Blocs are extremely important in a Model UN conference. Forming blocs, which is a 
group of countries coming together particularly those in a similar graphical region that have 
similar opinions, generally with your country’s allies, will lead your country to the right path of a 
possible resolution to your topic. Blocs usually vote together. This is where ideas are nutrued and 
where people collaborate, working papers are formed, leaders arise, and where countries form 
ideas about who may be the sponsors. 
 
 


