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Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the 46 th annual Houston Area Model United Nations Conference! Over the course of 
two days of intense debate and engaging diplomacy, all of you will be tackling some of 
humanity’s most pressing issues.  
 
I am Ananth Moorthy, and I have been given the honor of being your chair for the Economic and 
Social Council. Right now, I am a freshman at the University of Texas at Austin, intending to 
double major in International Relations and Biochemistry. 
 
MUN has been a large and, thankfully, amazing part of the last 5 years of my life. I have done it 
since freshman year in high school, during which I have been a delegate and chair. However, 
despite my time in MUN, this will be my first ever HAMUN, so I am very excited to see what all 
of you delegates have in store. 
 
This year, as ECOSOC, we will be debating two extremely relevant topics: the economic impact, 
specifically issues of employment, caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and efforts to economize 
the environment to achieve carbon reduction. 
 
These topics are changing rapidly daily, so its important to not only keep up with the progression 
of current events but also understand the institutional instruments working behind the scenes in 
the context of geopolitical events. By doing so, you can be better prepared to incorporate such 
instruments in whatever solution you all as committee create. 
 
I highly recommend you research your own countries policies on these issues, especially since 
this background guide barely covers the intricate world of international economics. I expect you 
all to come prepared with many ideas and an intense spark to debate. I look forward to meeting 
you all, and I am sure you will have a great experience at HAMUN 46. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 



Sincerely, 
 
Ananth Moorthy 
Chair of the Economic & Social Council, HAMUN 46 
ananth.moorthy@utexas.edu 
  

mailto:ananth.moorthy@utexas.edu


 
 

Committee Background 
 

 
The Economic and Social Council is one of the six main entities outlined in the Charter of the 
UN and was established in 1945 when the Charter became effective. As delineated in Chapter 10 
of the Charter, the Council consists of 54 UN members who are elected by the General 
Assembly. The Council’s broad purpose is to establish global stability through the promotion of 
equitable economic, social, cultural, and health related developments and policies.  
 
In order to achieve such goals, the Charter provides the Council with various avenues through 
which members of the Council can collect data on global issues, advise the General Assembly 
and the Security Council, co-ordinate reformative efforts with non-UN agencies, and establish 
UN commissions to facilitate UN actions related to the promotion of human rights. 1 
 
The Council performs its intended functions through several established commissions, sub 
commissions, and committees. Among these entities are ten functional commissions that provide 
recommendations to other UN bodies on specific areas of responsibilities and expertise such as 
science and technology for development or social development. 2 Additionally, the Council 
implements its mission in the various diverse areas around the world through five regional 
commissions, each responsible for a specific geographical area like Africa or Western Asia. 3 
 
Bearing in mind the value of multilateralism, the UN Charter grants the Council with the ability 
to enter agreements with specialized agencies. Specialized agencies like the World Health 
Organization and the International Monetary Fund are international organizations that are 
established by intergovernmental agreements and have a wide range of global responsibilities. 1 
Working with such specialized agencies gives the Council access to existing aid infrastructure 
and allows it to co-ordinate international efforts to solve issues with pivotal international actors. 
 
The Council has been subject to various reforms over the last decade, most of which have 
strengthened its abilities to identify and address global issues. The main reform was implemented 
after the passage of the UNGA’s Resolution A/68/L.2 in 2013. Among its various provisions, the 
resolution refocused the Council’s agenda to incorporate the issues discussed at global summits 
and conferences in environmental, social, and economic fields while also implementing a theme 
to the Council’s annual program to ensure global issues are strategically addressed. 4 

1 Charter of the UN & Statute of the UN, 1945 
2 http://dagdok.org/un-system/economical-and-social-council/functional-commissions/ 
3 http://dagdok.org/un-system/economical-and-social-council/regional-commissions/ 
4 http://sdg.iisd.org/news/unga-adopts-resolution-for-ecosoc-reform/ 



 
 

Efforts to Assist Issues of Employment in Times of Crisis (COVID 19) 
 

 
Topic Overview: 

The novel coronavirus has forced humanity to accept a drastic change to the status quo. With 
nearly fifty-five million infections reported and more than one million individuals losing their 
lives, COVID-19 has posed immense physical and emotional trauma on the citizens of developed 
and developing countries alike. 5 Unfortunately, the ramifications of this pandemic have plagued 
global markets as well. Infections have reduced the global labor force and has stunted 
productivity, limiting the supply side of markets in various regions. Layoffs, loss of revenue, and 
reduced consumer consumption has curbed demand for businesses across the world. 6 Poverty 
levels have subsequently increased, with nearly 88 to 115 million people expected to enter 
extreme poverty. 7 These drastic situations have been met with a wide range of government 
intervention, from market stimulus and direct cash payments to border closures, each differing in 
efficacy and long-term sustainability. 8 As each nation grapples with their unique economic 
situations, the number of daily cases does not seem to be subsiding with regions across the world 
facing second and even third waves, which makes an international strategy for providing aid to 
the world’s workers ever more urgent. 

Timeline910: 

December 31,  2019:  Wuhan Municipal Health Commission reports first cases of what was later 
confirmed to be the novel Coronavirus 

January 13, 2020: First detection of novel Coronavirus outside of China, in Thailand 

January 23: China issues lockdowns in Wuhan and Hubei provinces as death toll rises to 18 

January 24: First cases reported in Europe, in France 

5 https://graphics.reuters.com/world-coronavirus-tracker-and-maps/ 
6 https://voxeu.org/article/economic-consequences-covid-19-multi-country-analysis 
7 
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/11/covid-19-global-poverty-inequality-un-economics-coronavirus-pande
mic 
8 https://graphics.reuters.com/HEALTH-CORONAVIRUS/ECONOMY/jbyprjmwepe/index.html 
9 
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-timeline/timeline-how-the-global-coronavirus-pandemic-u
nfolded-idUSKBN26K0AQ 
10 https://www.devex.com/news/covid-19-a-timeline-of-the-coronavirus-outbreak-96396 



January 30: WHO declares the novel Coronavirus outbreak as a public health emergency of 
international concern. South Korea announces a $17 million epidemic prevention budget 

February 1:  The US, Singapore, Russia, and Australia ban foreign travelers recently from China 

February 3:  China’s Shenzhen Component index drops 11.6% and Shanghai Composite index 
drops 7.7% a day after China’s central bank pledged to inject $173.8 billion into the Chinese 
banking system to support the economy during the epidemic (it was still considered an epidemic 
at this time) 11. New Zealand temporarily bans foreign travelers from China. South Korea 
announces it will spend $4.5 million in emergency aid 

February 28:  The Dow Jones Industrial Average faces worst week since 2008 financial crash 
with a 12% drop 12 

March 3:  US Federal Reserve cuts interest rate by .5% in response to economic threat from 
coronavirus despite markets dropping after a short increase 13 

 March 9:  Crude oil prices plunge 25%, which is the biggest decrease since the 1991 Gulf War 

March 11:  The Bank of England cuts interest rates by .5% and the UK government pledges a 
$39 billion emergency stimulus 14. US announces suspension of travel from European countries 
for 30 days 

March 13:  US President Donald Trump declares a national emergency, freeing up $50 billion in 
federal aid 

March 14:  France, Spain, Italy impose lockdowns as various other countries extend entry bans 

March 17:  EU bars outside travelers. New Zealand announce $500 million in funding for health 
services to combat COVID-19 as part of $12.1 billion economic aid package 

March 21:  New Zealand establishes an Alert Level system regarding COVID-19 

March 24:  India imposes lockdowns 

March 26:  US Congress approves $2.2 trillion aid package to slow down economic downturn 

11 https://uk.finance.yahoo.com/news/coronavirus-china-stocks-february-3-085013150.html 
12 https://abcnews.go.com/Business/dow-jones-plunges-financial-crisis-coronavirus-continues/story?id=69281411 
13 
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/03/03/fed-cuts-rates-by-half-a-percentage-point-to-combat-coronavirus-slowdown.
html 
14 
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-11/u-k-chancellor-sunak-announces-budget-to-fight-virus-cri
sis 



March 27:  South Africa imposes lockdown as Kenya, the DRC, and other African countries 
attempt to lockdown cities 

April 13:  Some European nations begin to ease lockdown and immigration restrictions. Spain 
restarts construction and manufacturing operations. Austria and Italy allow certain stores to open. 
Denmark opens schools 

April 14:  US President Donald Trump halts funding to the WHO over its handling of the 
pandemic 

April 2020:  US Economy loses 20.5 million jobs as the unemployment rate rises to 14.7% 

June 15: After 83 days of lockdown, England allows retail stores to reopen 

July 4: England allows pubs, restaurants and hair salons to reopen. Spain’s northeastern region 
of Catalonia reimposes restrictions 

July 8: Australia’s second-largest city, Melbourne, goes back into lockdown 

August 11: Russia becomes the first country to approve a COVID-19 vaccine, after less than two 
months of human testing. 

August 18: S&P 500 recovers completely from its February crash, despite economic recession 

September 18:  Denmark, Spain, Greece announce new restrictions as cases in Europe rise 

October 8:  All cities in New Zealand are at Alert Level 1 according to the country’s alert system 

October 19:  The African Development Bank approves $50.7 million loan to Tanzania for 
COVID-19 response 

November 5:  Denmark plans to cull up to 17 million minks after detecting mutant strain of 
COVID-19 in mink farms. This comes after Netherlands and Spain killed 1 million minks for 
similar reasons. 

November 9:  Pfizer and Biotech’s mRNA-based vaccine candidate is found to be 90% effective 

November 19:  The African Development Bank and Africa Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention sign memorandum for $27.3 million in grant funding for continental COVID-19 
response 

December 2:  UK approves Pfizer vaccine candidate for domestic use 



Past UN Action & Resolution: 

 
The United Nations has been actively combating the evolving economic issues arising from 
COVID-19 through various means. After the adoption of General Assembly resolution 74/270 15 
in April 2020, the UN has sought to consolidate its various bureaucratic wings to co-ordinate a 
unified, global COVID-19 response. As laid out in the UN Secretary-General’s report on the UN 
socio-economic response 16, The United Nation Development System has established five 
programs, each attempting to prepare or alleviate for a certain aspect of the pandemic’s global 
economic impact. These programs, which range from adapting trade to better suit the current 
economy to direct capacity building and support of governments and enterprises, are multilateral 
initiatives that incorporate various UN institutions like the UNCTAD, WHO, UNICEF, and 
various regional economic commissions. 17 
 
As part of their comprehensive response to COVID-19, the UN, through the International Labor 
Organization, has engaged in training programs and advisory mechanisms to provide countries 
hit by the pandemic the worst with additional economic relief expertise, such as timing the 
reopening of businesses and implementing health protocols that are necessary to resume normal 
business activities. Additionally, the ILO has advised against premature fiscal consolidation 
since the lasting damage caused by the pandemic on labor markets require supportive relief 
policies that would amount to unprecedented fiscal and monetary conditions. Overall, the ILO’s 
response to the pandemic’s impact on the economy has been to recovery the economy beyond 
the pre-COVID-19 economy in terms of job sustainability. 18 
 
Its also important to note that the UN’s economic relief response is in parallel with its efforts to 
coordinate comprehensive health responses as well as post-pandemic transformative recovery 
initiatives, both of which are intended to help alleviate current health and public safety issues 
across the world and set up the current recessionary economy for a changed, post-pandemic 
world.  
 
Current Situation: 
 
As governments across the world debate about what the best course of action is in terms of 
economic relief for their respective nation’s workers, new advances in vaccines and medication 
cast both uncertainty and hope on the economic outlook of the pandemic. Countries like the UK, 

15 https://undocs.org/en/A/RES/74/270 
16 
https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/UN-framework-for-the-immediate-socio-economic-response-to-C
OVID-19.pdf 
17 https://www.un.org/development/desa/da/da-response-to-covid-19/ 
18 https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---dgreports/---dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_749399.pdf 



who recently authorized the domestic use of a vaccine, have spent billions on stimulus relief, but 
economic uncertainty remains. Despite these developments, the economic realities many people 
face around the world are starkly concerning. 170 countries are projected to experience negative 
GDP per capita growth meaning the global economy will lose $12 trillion over the next two 
years. Global working hour losses are project at 14% which is equivalent to nearly 500 million 
full-time jobs being lost, with lower-middle-income countries being even harder with a decline 
of 16.1%. Remittance flows to low- and middle-income countries are expected to decline by 
$109 billion. 19 Whether or not these drastic statics can be curbed by a hopeful vaccine is still 
uncertain, as experts have advised that a vaccine does not mean an immediate return to 
normalcy. 
 
Blocs : 
 

1. USA – Understand how the new incoming Biden administration’s COVID-19 economic 
response will have to come to terms with the situation the Trump administration is 
leaving 

2. EU & UK 
a. United Kingdom 
b. France 
c. Spain 
d. Italy 
e. Germany 

3. Middle East – Be mindful of current international feuds occurring here despite the similar 
COVID-19 effects 

a. Iran 
b. Syria 

----------------------------- 
c. Saudi Arabia 
d. Israel 

4. South Asia 
a. India 
b. Bangladesh 
c. Pakistan 

5. East Asia 
a. China 
b. South Korea 
c. Japan 

6. Oceania 
a. Australia 

19 https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un-comprehensive-response-to-covid-19.pdf 



b. New Zealand 
Discussion Questions: 
 

1. What form of economic aid is most beneficial for corporations who provide jobs? 
2. What form of economic aid is most beneficial for individuals who are unemployed? 
3. How do recent vaccine developments impact economic growth projections? 
4. Are there any countries who’s COVID-19 responses can be applied to an international 

scale? 
5. How can we build on current UN responses to better suit today’s COVID-19 

developments? 
6.  
7. How can we apply the lessons learnt from previous epidemic and pandemic crisis 

regarding economic impact on the current situation? 


