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Hello delegates of the Salem Witch Trials! 

 

Welcome to the 46th annual Houston Area Model United Nations Conference. It is with 

great pleasure that we are running this Specialized Mock Trial Crisis. Before we begin our crisis, 

allow us to introduce ourselves.  

 

Emily Jin is a sophomore at the University of Texas at Austin studying English. She began 

Model UN in her junior year of high school, and is currently involved with Central Texas Model 

United Nations. She has always wanted to lead a historical crisis, with a fun fictional twist. She is 

excited to work with her co-crisis director and cannot wait to see how the delegates will 

approach this crisis. 

 

Miiko Yesland is a freshman at the University of Texas at Austin, currently majoring in 

biology. She began her Model UN experience sophomore year of high school, participating as a 

crisis delegate all three years. Although she plans to pursue a pathway in medical science, Miiko 

has always been interested in history as well, especially US history. It’s her first year staffing an 

official crisis committee and she can’t wait to see how it will play out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RULES GOVERNING DEBATE 

1. Presentation of Case 

Both the defense and prosecution will present the case to the Court. Judges will have an opportunity 
to ask questions. The session of the Court will be declared formally open by the Judges after the 
presentation. 

2. Opening speeches 

Judges present their general legal opinions on the case in alphabetical order according to surnames. 
Judges may pass on the first round, but must speak on the second (Each judge is given a maximum of 
2.5 minutes). 

3. Preliminary Roundtable Discussions 

This time is meant for informal discussions about the case, with a time limit of half an hour. This time 
may be used to discuss the relevant legal issues and to prepare a list of questions to be resolved. 

Thereafter, once debate commences, a judge may be added to the speaker’s list only by passing a 
written request to one of the chairpersons. After the judge finished his/her speech, the judge may add 
himself to the speaker’s list again by passing a written request to one of the chairpersons. The speaker’s 
list will be continuously open. 

4. Deliberations 

The Court will have an opportunity to discuss the case. The Court should try to agree on the facts and 
the legal issues to be resolved. This is also the time when Notes are drafted by the judges. The Court 
will proceed following a speakers list and by motioning for moderated caucuses or suspension of the 
meeting. All motions will be accepted at the discretion of the President. 

5. Formal Deliberations 

After the introduction of a Note, the Court moves to Formal Deliberations to discuss it. During this 
time, no new Notes may be presented. 

Questions can be posed and judges will justify their positions. This is an important opportunity to 
influence members of the Court who are not in favor of the Note. The Court will proceed following a 
newly-composed speakers list and by motioning for moderated caucuses and suspension of the 
meeting. All motions will be accepted at the discretion of the President. 

Formal Deliberations are closed, as soon as a motion to Vote for Judgment passes. 

 



RULES GOVERNING SPEECHES 

No judge may address a committee without having previously obtained the permission of the 
chairperson. The president may call a speaker to order if his/her remarks do not follow the rules agreed 
upon, are not relevant to the subject under discussion, or are offensive to any delegate or staff member. 
The time limit for speeches is always subject to the president’s approval. If a judge exceeds the 
permitted time, the president may call the speaker to order. 

RULES GOVERNING SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS 

Notes 

Notes serve as draft Judgments. They differ from Judgments in that they do not include the 
parties’ submissions or the summary of the proceedings. Notes are non-binding and will help form the 
basis of the final judgment. During the debate, they are referred to as “Notes.” Only one Note, which 
will be signed by the President, will be in order at any given time. Upon introduction, the Note is 
distributed to the Court and judges are given an adequate amount of time to read it. A vote will follow 
this reading to decide if the Note will be the subject of Formal Deliberations. 

Non-Binding Poll 

Motions for non-binding polls of the Court will be accepted during Deliberations and Formal 
Deliberations at the discretion of the President. These “votes” do not bind the judges to their opinion 
and serve to make the Court aware of the progress. 

Motion to Dismiss Note/ Motion to Vote for Judgment 

Formal Deliberations may be closed via one of two motions: A motion to Dismiss Note and a motion 
to Vote for Judgment. A motion to Dismiss Note will pass with a simple majority. If the motion passes, the 
Court returns to the initial Deliberation phase and will continue with the speakers list. If the motion fails, the 
Court will return to Formal Deliberations. A motion to Vote for Judgment requires a two-thirds majority to 
pass. If the motion passes, the Court will automatically proceed to the Vote on Judgment. If the motion fails, 
the Court will return to Formal Deliberations. 

Vote on Judgment 

The vote on making the Note a Judgment is carried out in the form of a Roll-call vote in 
alphabetical order according to surnames, in which each judge is given a maximum of one minute to 
comment on his/her choice. These comments should include a general overview of the judge’s written 
Opinion. 

 

 

 



Opinions 

Each judge has to write an Opinion on the passed Judgment. A judge may either agree 
(concurring or separate opinion) or disagree (dissenting opinion) with the judgment or its line of 
argument. Opinions should be written in parallel to Formal Deliberations. Time will be given to the 
Court after the Judgment has been passed for judges to adapt their Opinions. Opinions will not be 
read in session but will be distributed to the judges. 

 

RULES GOVERNING VOTING 

Quorum 

A Quorum is the number of members of the Court present necessary for any vote to be taken. The 
chairperson may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at least one third of 
the expected number of members in the committee are present. The presence of two thirds of the 
members will be required for any substantive vote to be taken. 

Voting 

Each judge will have one vote on both substantive and procedural matters. All matters will be voted 
upon by a show of placards, except in the case of a roll call vote. After the president has announced the 
beginning of voting procedure, no judge is allowed to leave the room or to interrupt the procedure 
except for a point of order regarding the conduct of voting. 

All motions require a simple majority of members present to pass, except the motion to Vote for 
Judgment, which requires a two-thirds majority. No judge may abstain from any vote at any time 
during procedural matters or substantive matters. 

a.) Voting on Substantive Matters 

The only substantive voting at the simulation will be the final voting on notes and the judgment. 
Passage requires a simple majority of the total number of voting judges. No abstentions are permitted. 

b.) Voting on Procedural Matters 

Apart from the final voting on notes and the judgment, all voting done at the simulation will be 
considered procedural voting. Procedural voting requires a simple majority for passage. 

c.) Roll Call Vote 

During a roll call vote delegates are called upon in alphabetical order. Each delegate then shall answer 
with either “”Yes/“In favor” or “No”/“Against”. 

 



MOTIONS & POINTS 

Motions may be raised at any time during discussions. Motions on procedural matters are accepted at the discretion of the 
president, who may put it to a vote. 

Moderated Caucus 

A motion for a moderated caucus is in order during deliberations and formal deliberations at 
any time when the floor is open and prior to voting on a judgment. The sponsor of the motion must 
briefly specify the purpose and the topic for the Caucus. The general speaking time for speeches will 
be proposed by the judge raising the motion but needs the approval of the president and shall not 
exceed three minutes. During a caucus, judges signify their wish to speak by raising their placards. If 
nobody else wants to take the floor, the style of debate will automatically resume to formal 
deliberations. Once a judge believes that the content of the discussion is exhausted, he/she may 
propose a motion to go back to formal deliberations. 

Suspension of the Meeting 

During a moderated caucus, deliberations or formal deliberations a judge may raise a motion 
to suspend the meeting - and all committee functions for the proposed time - by stating the purpose of 
the suspension and specifying a time for reconvening, which is subject to the president’s approval. 
This suspension of the meeting enables the judges to discuss important matters such as Notes in an 
informal manner and without the restrictions of formal debate or moderated caucus. Once the 
suspension of the meeting is over, the proceedings move back to the stage prior to the suspension. 

Roll Call Voting 

During any voting procedure, judges may raise a motion for a roll call vote, however the 
president may rule such a motion dilatory if. Furthermore, in case of a miss-vote on any matter, the 
president may reserve the right to initiate a roll call vote. In a roll call vote, the president will call all 
judges in alphabetical order by surname, and each one should reply either “yes”/“in favor” or 
“no”/“against”. 

Point of Order 

Any judge may raise a point of order to signal the Court about improper action or other issues 
that are important to the Court by raising his/her placard. The president, in accordance with the rules 
of procedure, will immediately decide on the point of order. A point of order may not interrupt a 
speaker. Points of order that are dilatory or improper may be ruled out of order by the president. 

Point of Information 

Any judge may raise a point of information to pose questions regarding the proceedings of the Court 
or rules of procedure by raising his/her placard. Judges are asked to use the point of information with 
discretion and should pose questions on rules of procedure during a break or suspension. 

 



Precedence of Motions/Points 

Motions and points will be considered in the following order of precedence: 

a.) Points indicated below shall have precedence above all motions at all times in the following order: 

-  Point of Order 
-  Right of Reply 
-  Point of Information 
b.) Motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order: 

-  Motion to Vote for Judgment 
-  Motion to Dismiss Note 
-  Motion to Suspend the Meeting 
-  Motion to Move to a Moderated Caucus 
-  Motion to Close a Moderated Caucus 
-  Motion for a Roll Call Vote 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INTRODUCTION 

Historically, the infamous Salem witch trials began during the spring of 1692, after a 

group of young girls in Salem Village, Massachusetts, claimed to be possessed by the devil and 

accused several local women of witchcraft. As a mass wave of hysteria spread throughout 

colonial Massachusetts, a special court convened in Salem to hear the cases. By September of 

1692, the hysteria had begun to abate and public opinion turned against the trials. Though the 

Massachusetts General Court later annulled guilty verdicts against accused witches and 

granted insurance to their families, bitterness lingered in the community, and the painful 

legacy of the Salem witch trials would endure. 

Belief in the supernatural–and specifically in the devil’s practice of giving certain 

humans (witches) the power to harm others in return for their loyalty–had emerged in Europe 

as early as the 14th century. In addition, the harsh realities of life in the rural Puritan 

community of Salem Village at the time included the after-effects of a British war with France 

in the American colonies in 1689, a recent smallpox epidemic, fears of attacks from 

neighboring Native American tribes and a longstanding rivalry with the more affluent 

community of Salem Town. Amid these rising tensions, the Salem witch trials would be fueled 

by residents’ suspicions of and resentment toward their neighbors, as well as their fear of 

outsiders. 

Our Crisis takes place in the town of Salem, in 1692. Winter has just given way to 

spring, leaving all of its people relieved and hopeful for the next year of harvest. However, this 



spring, an unusual event has stirred the community. A group of young women have spoken 

up, claiming to be possessed by the devil and now they point an accusatory finger at several 

other members of the town. Order must be restored to the town, and it’s up to you, delegates 

to weed out those wicked few among you. 

COLONIAL LIFE 

            Before the witch hunts, life in Salem was simple. Salem Village, the agricultural heart of 

nearby Salem Town, was fast growing. By the 1670’s, farmers of the village demanded that 

they form their own church due to their distance from the town. A separate church 

represented a broader ambition for greater autonomy or even independence from the town. In 

March 1672, Salem Village was given permission to hire a minister for themselves. The village 

was also permitted to establish a committee, "not exceeding the number of five," to assess and 

gather taxes for the ministry.  

Unfortunately, despite this newfound autonomy, Salem Village was filled with 

factionalism and dissension. This ranged from having issues with all three of their first few 

ministers to the controversy surrounding their representative elections. Furthermore, the 

small-pox epidemic was always looming. Worse than small-pox was their relations with 

neighboring Native American tribes. Attacks from neighboring tribes and constant struggle 

for resources were hard on the colonials. 



All in all, colonial life was not easy for the members of Salem. And now they have to 

figure out if there are witches amongst them. It is truly a nightmare for these poor colonial 

men and women.  

THE TRIALS  

Beginning in the cold winter of 1692, the members of Salem began to hold trials for the 

accused witches. One by one, accused members of Salem’s society were brought forth to stand 

trial for their actions. Witchcraft, punishable by execution, was not to be practiced in the 

good, Christian town of Salem.  

The trials begin with Abigail Phillips, a young girl who has been accused of performing 

witchcraft.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE PEOPLE 

The objective of the people is simply put, to bring order back to the town of Salem. It is 

imperative that those who are witches are weeded out and burned at the stake for they are 

detrimental to the society of Salem. In order to find out who is a witch and who is not, the 

people of Salem must painstakingly comb through all their fellow members. Those who are 

witches must be properly punished for the dishonor they have brought upon themselves, their 

families, and their community as a whole.  

The people are also seeking to eradicate the issue of witchcraft through not just trials, 

but to cut the witches off at their roots.  

 



MEMBERS OF THE TOWN OF SALEM 
 

Accused (Defendants)  

Mary Cooke  
Personal Background 

She’s in jail for a crime and about to be sentenced. Her trial coincidentally takes place 
alongside the witches.  Albeit, she is presumed not a witch, she does not have sympathy 
for those that are accused, but yet has not taken a side in the debate. Therefore, she has 
taken on the role of a mole. She can provide information to either side for a cost (i.e.: 

money, free one of the accused, free herself...). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Elizabeth Goodman 
Personal Background  

She was accused of witchcraft by Rebecca, despite never practicing it. There have been 
rumors that she was caught “having premarital relations” with Peter Winslow.  She 

swears to have never been in his company, but Lord knows what those two were up to. 
Heck, who knows if she is actually a witch and seduced Peter. She is currently waiting to 

be put on trial by the rest of the town.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Abigail Phillips  
Personal Background 

Abigail is first at the stand to be tried. She is terrified despite her claims of never 
practicing witchcraft. By nature, she is a very anxious woman and has always been 

extremely clumsy. She has always been under the wing of her best friend, Rebecca, but 
now that she has been accused of witchcraft by Mary Cooke, a criminal herself. She 

simply wishes for life to return to normal.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sarah Lewis  
Personal Background 

Sarah tried to speak out against her own mother, the “queen of gossip”, and was 
immediately accused of being a witch to shut her up. An innocent girl but often 

hotheaded, Sarah has never gotten along with her mother, Susan. She’s always been 
much more of a “daddy’s girl” and has spent her childhood growing up under the wing 
of her father, William. Unlike her meek father, she dares to stand up to her mother but 

this particular instance has gotten her sent to the slammer.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Martha Rogers 
Personal Background   

Martha was caught performing acts of black magic and supposedly making a deal with 
the devil. This in itself has brought her father, Arthur, great shame. In fact, he’s on the 
verge of disowning her. But Martha thinks that witchcraft is pretty cool, and if she has 
to do what it takes for eternal beauty and to live forever, she’ll definitely make a deal 

with the devil.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Edward Prower 
Personal Background 

Edward was caught dressing in women’s clothing and performing acts of black magic. 
Perhaps Edward is a bit ahead of his time, since drag queens haven’t been invented yet, 
but surely crossdressing isn’t a crime. But the performance of black magic sure is and 
many reports of his odd purchases at the market; pigs feet, black sage, and requests of 

spiderwebs, have increased suspicion that Edward is performing witchcraft. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Judges 

Governor Harry Alden 
Personal Background 

Governor Harry is trying desperately (and failing) to keep the town in order. He 
wants to wrap up the trials so they can return to normal. Lazy and self absorbed, he only 
worries about the well being of the town because it reflects his work ethic. Despite his 
narcissism, he is a pious man, and can be swayed by people with strong religious ties, 
especially the town minister, Jacob Abbott. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Susan Lewis  
Personal Background 

She has family connections to the bigger villages and towns nearby, and makes 
sure everyone around her knows about it. She’s known as the “queen of gossip” in 
Salem, with a talent for spreading well crafted rumors. Very snooty to those in social 
classes below her and despises the less obedient, younger women of the town. Her 
closest friend is Alice Holbeck, who helps her spread town gossip. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Warren  
Personal Background 

The most reasonable judge on the panel because he’s an actual judge. As a man of 
the law, he doesn’t understand why people use the Bible to justify their blame and 
torment others. Tries to see the best in people and treats each defendant with a passive 
fairness. Most of the townspeople respect him for his wisdom and kindness, but there 
are a few who see sympathy as a flaw… be wary of them. Doesn’t believe in the witch 
trials and wants them to conclude with as few deaths as possible. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
David Bishop 

Personal Background 
Because he’s campaigning to be the next governor of the town, often acts like a 

kiss up to anything Governor Alden says. Despises his brother, Thomas, who believes he 
would make a horrible leader for the town. Extremely misogynistic and classist, he 
believes Salem would be better if witches were finally put in their place. He’s not very 
religious, believing more in money and government than some divine power. He claims 
he wants what’s best for Salem, but he always has his own interests first. Despite being 
an overall cruel person, he's very charismatic, liked by most of the townspeople... 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Thomas Bishop  
Personal Background 

Bishop is an educated man, well read and well spoken, visiting from university 
life in England to pay a long visit to his less savory brother: David Bishop. He fears that 
if his brother becomes governor that the whole town will become worse. Any chance he 
gets to sabotage his brother’s reputation or campaign, he’ll take it. Believes that women 
are equal to men, which is rather revolutionary for the time period. He volunteered to 
be a judge on the panel to spite his brother and to help the unjustly accused women of 
the town. People of the town like him less than his brother, but are more likely to listen 
to Thomas due to his levels of higher education.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Jacob Abbott  
Personal Background 

The town priest, a quiet man who tends to keep to himself. Though extremely 
devout to his religion, he’s hesitant to support the trials he is participating in. He 
participates to keep suspicion off himself, a closeted gay man. Him and John Warren are 
very close,  as  both are determined to save as many accused “witches” as possible. 
Despite being a relatively introverted man, he’s seen as a pillar of the community due to 
his extreme piousness. No one suspects him of being sympathetic to the witches. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Witnesses  

 
Rebecca Clarke  

Personal Background 
Her friend Abigail was accused by Mary, she tries to blame Elizabeth for her crime of 
witchcraft to spare her friend and herself. An actual witch, but she is able to fly under 
the radar for now. (She’s able to use witchcraft to her advantage when the moon is in 
the right position, and these powers must be asked for via crisis notes.) Normally, 
Rebecca is a pretty outgoing girl and is best friends with Abigail. Since Abigail’s 

accusation, she’s been much more reserved with the way she performs witchcraft and 
has to hide many of the protection spells she attempts to cast.  



 
William Lewis 

Personal Background 
A meek man, and is often afraid of his wife, Susan Lewis. He has a soft spot for his 
daughter, Sarah, and wishes that she had not been accused of witchcraft. He tends to 
follow what the people believe, but believes his daughter is innocent. Although he has 

this belief, he will not speak out against his wife nor the people.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Richard Phillips  
Personal Background 

The husband of Abigail, first to be accused of witchcraft. Little does the town know, 
Richard has accused his wife of witchcraft in order to marry his mistress, Constance 

Wilder. Aside from being unfaithful to his wife, Richard is overall a devout man and has 
a good reputation in the town. Besides his affair, Richard presumes he has not 

committed any other sins and justifies his extramarital affair through the guise that he is 
in love with Constance and his wife is a witch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Alice Holbeck 
Personal Background  

Alice is very close friends with Susan Lewis, in fact, they’ve been best friends since 
childhood. She helps her spread rumors and serves as a witness against Lewis’ daughter. 
Alice secretly wishes she had the power that Susan does. There’s nothing special about 
this woman, she’s catty and a general pain in the behind, but not as much as the gossip 

queen herself.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Constance Wilder 
Personal Background  

The infamous mistress of Richard Phillips. There’s no secret to it, this woman is bad to 
the bone. She’s an actual witch. (She’s able to use witchcraft to her advantage when the 
moon is in the right position, and these powers must be asked for via crisis notes.) While 
her beloved Richard thinks they’re in love, she just wants Richard’s money, hence why 
she is trying to get his wife hung/convicted so she can marry him. Up to no good, 

Constance has Richard under a deep spell, maybe even the kind that she cast herself... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Peter Winslow 
Personal Background 

A commoner, Peter is called up to the stand to testify against Abigail. It’s rumored that 
he saw her perform witchcraft. In reality, Peter saw nothing. While he doesn’t feel guilt 
for Abigail, he testifies against her to make sure he isn’t in trouble. Aside from being 
boring and beyond average, Peter’s unmarried and has his sights set on Elizabeth.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Esther Cooke 

Personal Background 
Esther is Mary’s younger sister. Esther has always been extremely jealous of Mary, 
wanting what she has. This makes her turn on her sister at all costs. In fact, Esther is 
secretly in love with James, her sister’s husbands. Due to this unrequited love, Esther 
lives in constant jealousy of Mary and James and does all she can to testify against her 

sister.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Defense Lawyers (For Witches) 
 

Francis Carter  
Personal Background 

An actual witch, but no one suspects him of anything. He wants to save his 
friends who are and aren’t witches: Edward Prower and Abigail Phillips. (He’s able to 
use witchcraft to his advantage when the moon is in the right position, and these powers 
must be asked for via crisis notes.) He is seen as a normal, average man by the town, but 
he hates most of them for their cruelty and their hypocrisy. He dreams of escaping with 
his friends and burning the place to the ground. For now, he’s determined to save all the 
people accused of witchcraft, which he believes shouldn’t even be a crime. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



James Cooke  
Personal Background 

Wants Mary, his wife, to get out of jail, so they can run away together. The pair 
have a Bonnie-Clyde dynamic, always scheming their next crime together, always on the 
run. Unfortunately, on their last escapade, Mary was the only one to be caught and 
jailed, leaving him to try and get her out. He may not be a criminal lawyer, but he’s a 
criminal lawyer, and decides to team up with the defense in order to set his wife free. 
He also hopes that by helping the witches, he might be able to get something in return. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Phillip Butten  
Personal Background 

A scholar, the man currently serves as one of the town’s only teachers and bookkeepers. 
He has a thing for philosophy, and believes people are good at heart, despite the Puritan 
teachings. After a huge disagreement about religion with his wife, Bridget, he decides to 
become one of the defenders of the defense. Not only does he want to help others, he is 
also determined to prove his point that there are good people in Salem, witch or not. 
This man isn’t afraid to speak his mind, no matter how few people are willing to listen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prosecution (Town) 

Bridget Butten  
Personal Background 

Believes that the town of Salem is straying from God, that all the recent food shortages 
and bad weather is because of them. More specifically, because of witches and devil 
worshippers. She wants to make sure those people are held responsible for their actions, 
but she doesn’t want them to be put to death. Her husband’s morals have rubbed off on 
her, and she hopes to rehabilitate the defendants, not execute them. She’s the most 
sympathetic of the prosecution. 
 

 
 
 



William Clarke  
Personal Background 

Secretly a witch himself , he takes any chance to stir the pot and get others in trouble. 
(He’s able to use witchcraft to his advantage when the moon is in the right position, and 
these powers must be asked for via crisis notes.) He defends the town instead of the 
witches to get any suspicious eyes off himself. He doesn’t want to get married, which 
could put him in danger of being an outcast from their town. Also has a weird 
friendship with Susan Lewis, the pair bond over gossip and share  information with 
each other often.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Arthur Rogers  
Personal Background 

As Martha’s father, he feels ashamed of raising a witch and wants to show he had 
no part to play in her behaviors. He joins the prosecution for himself and himself only. 
The man insists he loves his daughter and only wants what’s best for her, and yet he 
stands against her at the trial. A god fearing man, he is well spoken in both the Bible and 
the courtroom, leading the prosecution team against the witches. 
 

 


