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Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the 46th Houston Area Model United Nations (HAMUN) Conference!  
 
My name is Puneetha Goli, and I have the honor of serving as your chair for the Security 
Council. I’m am a freshman at Rice University pursuing the pre-med track, and in my free time, I 
love to make jewelry, try new foods, listen to podcasts, practice the Indian classical dance 
Kuchipudi, or hang out with my friends 
 
I started my MUN journey as a sophomore in high school (HAMUN 43) and have been a 
delegate at HAMUN every year since. I am so thrilled to be returning for a 4th year as a part of 
the staff! Throughout my time in high school, I have been able to experience the striking impact 
of MUN through participating in various city, state, and national conferences, as well as chairing 
and running conferences. MUN helped me discover my passion for global advocacy through 
increasing my awareness of world issues and allowing me to think critically in deriving 
pragmatic solutions. Given the recent global social climate, the need for open discussion and 
debate seems to be more important than ever, and I encourage you to approach this conference 
with an open-mind, ready to learn from your fellow delegates.  
 
This year’s committee will be focusing on two topics: 1) territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea and 2) the abuse of power in law enforcement and establishing accountability across the 
border.  
 
Keep in mind that the background guides serve to provide a basic understanding of these key 
topics, however, your research shouldn’t be limited to these documents.  
 
I hope this conference brings about thought-provoking debate and lasting memories. I am so 
excited to meet you all, and I promise to do my best to make this conference a truly unforgettable 
and rewarding experience. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Sincerely, 
Puneetha Goli 
Chair of the Security Council, HAMUN 46 
psg2@rice.edu 
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Committee Background 

As  outlined by the UN Charter “in order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United 
Nations, its Members confer on the Security Council primary responsibly for the maintenance of 
the international peace and security, and agree that in carrying out its duties under this 
responsibility the Security Council acts on their behalf”1.  
 
The Security Council maintains its primary duty of maintaining international peace and security 
through various peace operations including investigating any potential areas of international 
dispute, recommending solutions for disputes, taking military action, urging Members to impose 
sanctions or other means to prevent aggression, recommending the appointment of the Secretary-
General, etc.2. In turn, all members are obligated to adhere to the policies and actions ruled by 
the Security Council under Article 25 of the UN Charter, and the Council is unique in this way 
compared to other organs of the United Nations,  
 
The Security Council is composed of 5 permanent members (P5) - China, France, Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States – and 10 non-permanent members that 
are elected on a two-year term basis by the General Assembly3. Currently, these member states 
include Belgium, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Germany, Indonesia, Niger, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, South Africa, Tunisia, and Viet Nam. The status of the P5 was established as 
consequences of the World War II, in which the United States and the Soviet Unition were 
victors and the United Kingdom, France, and China were seen as potential important members in 
shaping order after the war4. Each Member State has one representative that represents the State 
in Council session, and there is a President that rotates on monthly basis, the order which is 
determined on an alphabetical basis.  
 
A United Nations Member State that is not a part of the Security Council may still participate in 
the Council’s discussion, especially regarding interests that pertain to the State, however they 
may not be able to vote on matters, and separate conditions and policies are in place regarding 
their participation. Currently , there have been over 50 Member States that haven’t been 
Members of the Security Council.  
 

 
1 “Chapter V,” accessed November 3, 2020, https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-charter/chapter-v/index.html. 
2 “Functions and Powers Security Council,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed November 2, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/functions-and-powers. 
3 “Current Members Security Council,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed November 2, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/current-members. 
4 “The UN Security Council,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on Foreign Relations), accessed November 2, 
2020, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/un-security-council. 
 



   
 

   
 

Topic 2: Abuse of Power in Law Enforcement and Establishing Accountability 
Across Borders  

Topic Overview: 
As established in the Preamble of the United Nations Charter, a key objective of this United 
Nations is to uphold international law: “to establish conditions under which justice and respect 
for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international law can be 
maintained”5. More specifically, however, the role of the Security Council in promoting this 
value is achieved through various mechanisms, including establishing sanctions against member 
states and making decisions regarding the authorization of force and peacekeeping missions.   
 
Many can argue that past efforts of the Security Council have succeeded in restoring and 
ensuring international peace, such as those that have been imposed on the Libyan and Guinea-
Bissau regime6, yet others have questioned the effectiveness of the Council’s imposition of 
sanctions and their lack of a clear and concise procedure to justify it. Recently, with various 
global examples of international justice violations, such as the expulsion of Ethiopian migrants 
from Yemen into Saudi by Houthi forces - which resulted in the death and the detainment of 
hundreds of migrants in unjust condition7- the need for action is dire.  
 
  

 
5 “What We Do,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed August 14, 2020, https://www.un.org/en/sections/what-
we-do/. 
6 “Sanctions Security Council,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed August 14, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/sanctions/information. 
7 “Yemen: Houthis Kill, Expel Ethiopian Migrants,” Human Rights Watch, August 13, 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/08/13/yemen-houthis-kill-expel-ethiopian-migrants. 
 
 



   
 

   
 

Background:  
Broad in nature, “abuse in law enforcement” is categorized and viewed as the overarching  
concept that categorizes the various forms and instances of injustices that occur as a result of an 
abuse in the power of law enforcement, including police brutality, military violence and abuse, 
unlaw arrests, etc. The scope of this issue isn’t focused on a specific geographical region but 
aims to address abuse in an wholistic approach through a focus on the international community.  
 
The corrupt nature of law enforcement, more so in some countries than other countries, makes it 
difficult for strict standards of accountability to be held and therefore makes the role of the 
United Nations even more paramount.  
 
Police Brutality  
Police brutality as defined by Amnesty International USA is referred to as “various human rights 
violations by police…[including] beatings, racial abuse, unlawful killings, torture, or 
indiscriminate use of riot control agents at protests.”8 Police brutality is considered a humans 
rights issue because of the violation of the right to security and liberty through excessive force 
and ill-treatments.  
 
Police brutality has been evident in the United States, with the African American community 
being the majority of victims9. Factors contributing to this include prejudices and antiblack 
racism that have caused police officers to disproportionately target these marginalized groups. 
Police brutality often led to race riots since the 1960s, such as the Watts Riots of 1965 and the 
Detroit Riots of 1967. The Los Angeles Riots of 1992 were considered the worst race riots in the 
country’s history and were also a result of police brutality, in which police offers beat Rodney 
King and were later acquitted from charges of assault. Fatal shootings recently include that of 
Michael Brown, Freddie Gray, and George Floyd. In addition to African Americans, minorities 
and whites from low-incoming working classes are often the victims as well, lacking the 
resources or influence to publicize these incidents.  
 
Nigeria’s Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS) was also another example of police brutality 
across the globe10. These officers were responsible for assault, torture, unlawful killings, and 
other ill-treatments, and although SARS was dissolved on October 11, demonstrations thereafter 
have still led to violence, with soldiers using ammunition to end protests and disperse protestors, 
killing at least 12 and injuring 25 others.   
 
With the onset of the pandemic, impoverished communities in Brazil, especially favelas, not only 
were experiencing difficulties in accessing the resources they needed to stay safe, including 
proper sanitation, ventilation, and access to potable water, but they were also the victims of 
police violence, with police killing close to 6 people per day (a 43% increase from the previous 

 
8 “POLICE VIOLENCE AROUND THE WORLD,” Amnesty International USA, accessed November 3, 2020, 
https://www.amnestyusa.org/issues/deadly-force-police-accountability-police-violence/. 
9 “Antibrutality Campaigns,” Encyclopædia Britannica (Encyclopædia Britannica, inc.), accessed November 3, 
2020, https://www.britannica.com/topic/Police-Brutality-in-the-United-States-2064580/Antibrutality-campaigns. 
10 Elliot Smith, “As Nigeria's SARS Protests Swell, Its Economic Recovery Hangs in the Balance,” CNBC (CNBC, 
November 2, 2020), https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/02/as-nigerias-sars-protests-swell-its-economic-recovery-
hangs-in-the-balance.html. 
 



   
 

   
 

year) despite a decrease in robberies and other crimes.11 In April, police killings made up 35% of 
total deaths in the state of Rio de Janeiro, and more than 75% of the 9,000 people killed in the 
last 10 years were black men. Human Rights Watch research finds that law enforcement in 
poorer communities are less careful and considerate for bystanders compared to the wealthier 
neighborhoods, highlighting the social class divide in the country. The problem is further 
perpetuated through leaders, including President Jair Bolsonaro and Rio de Janeiro Governor 
Wilson Witzel, that encourage the actions of corrupt officers as seen through public remarks.  
 
Instances of police brutality aren’t only limited to these countries. The Kenyan police killed 122 
people in 2019. 600 protestors were killed at the hands of Iraqi police between October 2019 and 
January 2020. Between 2015 and 2018, the police in Jamaica shot and killed 500 protestors and 
injured 30 others12.  
  
Abusive Police Actions 
Research shows that the French police search more Black and Arab students, despite a lack of 
any evidence of wrongdoing or suspicion13. By late April, during the lockdown, statistics 
indicated that the number of stops in poorest area of metropolitan France, Seine-Saint-Denis, 
were double the average of the nations. Further, the percent of those that were subsequently fined 
at the stops (17%) were nearly triple the national average. Reform bills, such as one on “stop 
forms” – a written record of the procedure to stop in order to increase accountability and gather 
reliable data, have been rejected by Police unions.  
 
Past UN Action and Resolutions: 
In December 1979, the United Nations Office of High Commission for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
submitted a Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials which defined law enforcement 
officials  as “all officers of the law, whether appointed or elected, who exercise police powers, 
especially the powers of arrest or detention”.14 They outlined the duties that officials “shall 
respect and protect human dignity and maintain and uphold the human rights of all persons” and 
may not “inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment.”15 The OHCHR also published a “Pocket Book on Human Rights for 
the Police” titled International Human Rights Standards for Law Enforcement “with the 
objective of broadening understanding of international standards for human rights and 
policing”16.  
 

 
11 “Brazil Suffers Its Own Scourge of Police Brutality,” Human Rights Watch, October 28, 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/06/03/brazil-suffers-its-own-scourge-police-brutality. 
12 “POLICE VIOLENCE AROUND THE WORLD,” Amnesty International USA, accessed November 3, 2020, 
https://www.amnestyusa.org/issues/deadly-force-police-accountability-police-violence/. 
13 “‘They Talk to Us Like We're Dogs,’” Human Rights Watch, July 31, 2020, 
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/06/18/they-talk-us-were-dogs/abusive-police-stops-france. 
14 “Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials,” OHCHR, accessed November 3, 2020, 
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/LawEnforcementOfficials.aspx. 
15 Ibid. 
16UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR HUMAN RIGHTS CENTRE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, 
“PDF” (Geneva, n.d.). 
 



   
 

   
 

In 2011, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) published a “Handbook on 
police accountability, oversight, and integrity” in order to propose measures for a police 
accountability system “meant to uphold police integrity and deter misconduct and to restore or 
enhance public confidence in policing.17” 
 
 
On June 19, 2020, the Human Rights Council unanimously passed a resolution that called on he 
UN high commissioner for human rights to create a report to address systematic racism. The 
resolution called on a focus on “excessive use of force against people of African descent by law 
enforcement”, citing that instances such as the death of George Floyd in18 the United States 
should be highlighted “to contribute to accountability and redress for victims”. This was historic 
in that it was the first time the issue of systematic racism and police violence was brought to an 
international stage.  
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