
¡ąøƊŵĪƄƧɵ�ŒƊŊøĪŁ
ªŒűĪøɵ�

�ĦÚĪŵɵʵɵ�ƊŊąąƄĦÚɵFŒŁĪ
NŒƊŻƄŒŊɵ�ŵąÚɵnŒþąŁɵ°ŊĪƄąþɵpÚƄĪŒŊŻɵȽȿ

aÚŊƊÚŵƧɵȻȺɡȻȻɌɵȻȹȻȺ

RŸƼƦƴŸŭ��ƞġö�
wŸĚġŢ�ÇŭŊƴġĚ�yöƴŊŸŭƦ
²ƴöŭĚöƞĚ�!ŸūūŊƴƴġġ



   
 

   
 

Dear Delegates, 
 
Welcome to the 46th Houston Area Model United Nations (HAMUN) Conference!  
 
My name is Puneetha Goli, and I have the honor of serving as your chair for the Security 
Council. I’m am a freshman at Rice University pursuing the pre-med track, and in my free time, I 
love to make jewelry, try new foods, listen to podcasts, or hang out with my friends. 
 
I started my MUN journey as a sophomore in high school (HAMUN 43) and have been a 
delegate at HAMUN every year since. I am so thrilled to be returning for a 4th year as a part of 
the staff! Throughout my time in high school, I have been able to experience the striking impact 
of MUN through participating in various city, state, and national conferences, as well as chairing 
and running conferences. MUN helped me discover my passion for global advocacy through 
increasing my awareness of world issues and allowing me to think critically in deriving 
pragmatic solutions. Given the recent global social climate, the need for open discussion and 
debate seems to be more important than ever, and I encourage you to approach this conference 
with an open-mind, ready to learn from your fellow delegates.  
 
This year’s committee will be focusing on two topics: 1) territorial disputes in the South China 
Sea and 2) the abuse of power in law enforcement and establishing accountability across the 
border.  
 
Keep in mind that the background guides serve to provide a basic understanding of these key 
topics, however, your research shouldn’t be limited to these documents.  
 
I hope this conference brings about thought-provoking debate and lasting memories. I am so 
excited to meet you all, and I promise to do my best to make this conference a truly unforgettable 
and rewarding experience. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact 
me.  
 
Sincerely, 
Puneetha Goli 
Chair of the Security Council, HAMUN 46 
psg2@rice.edu 
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 Committee Background 

As  outlined by the UN Charter “in order to ensure prompt and effective action by the United 
Nations, its Members confer on the Security Council primary responsibly for the maintenance of 
the international peace and security, and agree that in carrying out its duties under this 
responsibility the Security Council acts on their behalf”1.  
 
The Security Council maintains its primary duty of maintaining international peace and security 
through various peace operations including investigating any potential areas of international 
dispute, recommending solutions for disputes, taking military action, urging Members to impose 
sanctions or other means to prevent aggression, recommending the appointment of the Secretary-
General, etc.2. In turn, all members are obligated to adhere to the policies and actions ruled by 
the Security Council under Article 25 of the UN Charter, and the Council is unique in this way 
compared to other organs of the United Nations,  
 
The Security Council is composed of 5 permanent members (P5) - China, France, Russian 
Federation, the United Kingdom, and the United States – and 10 non-permanent members that 
are elected on a two-year term basis by the General Assembly3. Currently, these member states 
include Belgium, Dominican Republic, Estonia, Germany, Indonesia, Niger, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, South Africa, Tunisia, and Viet Nam. The status of the P5 was established as 
consequences of the World War II, in which the United States and the Soviet Unition were 
victors and the United Kingdom, France, and China were seen as potential important members in 
shaping order after the war4. Each Member State has one representative that represents the State 
in Council session, and there is a President that rotates on monthly basis, the order which is 
determined on an alphabetical basis.  
 
A United Nations Member State that is not a part of the Security Council may still participate in 
the Council’s discussion, especially regarding interests that pertain to the State, however they 
may not be able to vote on matters, and separate conditions and policies are in place regarding 
their participation. Currently , there have been over 50 Member States that haven’t been 
Members of the Security Council.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 “Chapter V,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed November 2, 2020, https://www.un.org/en/sections/un-
charter/chapter-v/index.html. 
2 “Functions and Powers Security Council,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed November 2, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/functions-and-powers. 
3 “Current Members Security Council,” United Nations (United Nations), accessed November 2, 2020, 
https://www.un.org/securitycouncil/content/current-members. 
4 “The UN Security Council,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on Foreign Relations), accessed November 2, 
2020, https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/un-security-council. 
 



   
 

   
 

Topic 1: Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea  

Topic Overview: 
For decades, sovereign states, including Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, 
and Vietnam, have had territorial disputes with the People’s Republic of China regarding 
maritime claims in the South China Sea5. With a more than $5 trillion total trade value passing 
through6 and home to many valuable natural gas deposits and fishing grounds, the sea and its 
disputed areas are greatly desirable.   
   
However, the conflict has raised concerns about militarization in the region which could lead to 
instability and aggression. Satellite images indicate that China has been creating superficial 
islands or expanding existing lands to pursue its efforts to reclaim territory7. On the other hand, 
countries not directly affected in the conflict, including the United States, have become involved, 
making the conflict increasingly polarizing.  
 

 
5 “Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea | Global Conflict Tracker,” accessed August 13, 2020, 
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-disputes-south-china-sea. 
6 “Library Specials,” Peace Palace Library, the international law library, n.d., 
https://www.peacepalacelibrary.nl/library-special/south-china-sea-territorial-disputes/. 
7 Ibid. 



   
 

   
 

Background:  
Below is a brief timeline of events that have contributed to the growing tension of territorial 
disputes in the South China Sea as outlined by the Council of Foreign Relations89: 

 
 
 

 
8 “Timeline: China's Maritime Disputes,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on Foreign Relations), accessed 
November 2, 2020, https://www.cfr.org/timeline/chinas-maritime-disputes. 
9 “China's Island Building in the South China Sea: Damage to the Marine Environment, Implications, and 
International Law,” China's Island Building in the South China Sea: Damage to the Marine Environment, 
Implications, and International Law | U.S.- CHINA | ECONOMIC and SECURITY REVIEW COMMISSION, 
April 12, 2016, https://www.uscc.gov/research/chinas-island-building-south-china-sea-damage-marine-environment-
implications-and. 
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The South China Sea is an important economic and political region located in the Indo-Pacific 
Region. Brunei, Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Thailand, and Vietnam all lie along the border of the South China Sea, and Japan and South Korea 
also critically rely on this area as a route for export as well as fuel and raw material supply. Spratly 
Islands, Paracel Islands, Pratas, the Natuna Islands, and Scarborough Shoal are the major island 
and reef formations and have been or often the center of maritime disputes10. In addition to the 
coastal countries that border the Sea, Australia has also shown increasing involvement, and the 
country’s Operation Gateway, airborne surveillance operations conducted by P-3 Orion maritime 
crafts that have been negatively received by China, has been active since 198011.  
 
The cause of territorial disputes in the South China Sea can be assigned in part to the lack of 
specificity of the Treaty of Shimonoseki and Treaty of San Francisco which failed to explicitly 
mention ownership claims of the Senkaku/Diaoyu Islands, leading to disputes and discrepancies 
between Japan and China over rightful ownership12. However, currently, other countries including 
Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam have also become involved to 
some degree in these disputes.  
 
The South China Sea is a valuable resource for countries. Nearly $3.37 trillion of total trade passed 
through the Sea in 2016, with China reported as the top exporter through the Sea at $874 billion 
worth of trade. There have been reports that annually, nearly $5.3 trillion worth of goods travel 
through the South China Sea and $1.2 of that involves trade with the United States13.  In addition 
to its critical geographic location in trade routes, the South China Sea also holds nearly 190 trillion 
cubic feet of natural gas and 11 billion barrels of oil in reserves14.  It has also seen a depletion in 
its fish stocks, from 70 to 95% since the 1950s, and coral reefs, a decline of nearly 16% every 10 
years15.  
 
These disputes have become increasingly concerning due to the satellite imagery indicating of 
China’s efforts to reclaim the lands by island building, either creating new islands or increasing 
the island sizes16. It’s been reported that since December 2013, nearly 3,200 acres of artificial 
islands were built in the Spratly Islands17. This also includes construction of twenty outposts in 

 
10 “South China Sea,” Lowy Institute, October 23, 2020, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea. 
11 “South China Sea,” Lowy Institute, October 23, 2020, https://www.lowyinstitute.org/issues/south-china-sea. 
12 “Timeline: China's Maritime Disputes,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on Foreign Relations), accessed 
November 2, 2020, https://www.cfr.org/timeline/chinas-maritime-disputes. 
13“How Much Trade Transits the South China Sea?,” ChinaPower Project, August 26, 2020, 
https://chinapower.csis.org/much-trade-transits-south-china-sea/. 
14 “South China Sea Energy Exploration and Development,” Asia Maritime Transparency Initiative, accessed 
November 2, 2020, https://amti.csis.org/south-china-sea-energy-exploration-and-development/. 
15Leigh Hartman - et al., “The Importance of the South China Sea,” ShareAmerica, July 11, 2019, 
https://share.america.gov/importance-of-south-china-sea/. 
16 “Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea | Global Conflict Tracker,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on 
Foreign Relations), accessed November 2, 2020, https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/territorial-
disputes-south-china-sea. 
17“China's Island Building in the South China Sea: Damage to the Marine Environment, Implications, and 
International Law,” China's Island Building in the South China Sea: Damage to the Marine Environment, 
Implications, and International Law | U.S.- CHINA | ECONOMIC and SECURITY REVIEW COMMISSION, 
April 12, 2016, https://www.uscc.gov/research/chinas-island-building-south-china-sea-damage-marine-environment-
implications-and. 



   
 

   
 

the Paracel Islands and seven in the Spratly Island, as well militarizing Woody Island. Further, 
dispute over international law, including China’s push that foreign militaries shouldn’t be able to 
take part in intelligence-gathering activities in the exclusive economic zones have also been a 
point of disagreement.  
 
To challenge China’s actions, countries have been taking their own precautionary actions18. 
Philippines and Vietnam have bought military equipment from Japan to bolster their military 
capacity, while the United States has been conducting Freedom of Navigation Operations 
(FONOPs). The United States has already implemented 6 FONOPs since May 2017 in order to 
reinforce and oversee the protection of international rights and freedoms being challenged.  
 
Past UN Action and Resolutions: 
The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), sometimes referred as the 
Law of the Sea Convention or the Law of the Sea treaty, was established in 1982 and was created 
with the purpose for establishing a framework for handling marine claims19. Before the law, the 
concept of “freedom-of-the-seas” existed, however with the growing advancements of 
technology and innovation, many countries started to claim jurisdiction of the natural resources 
found in the continental shelves of their oceans, including countries like the United States, 
Argentina, Canada, Chile, Peru, etc. To address this, UNCLOS was established and key features 
of it include that it provides rights to nations for a 200-mile zone from their shore, and this area 
was considered as the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), in which countries could use the waters 
for their own economic gain.  
 
Current Situation: 
Tensions continue to increase in 2020 with reports that China aimed its weapon control system at 
a naval ship of the Philippines, and Vietnam filed a complaint on China after a Vietnamese 
fishing boat sank when a Chinese vessel crashed into it20. Malaysia’s exclusive economic zone 
was also entered by a Chinese survey ship, increasing tensions further.  
 
In July 2020, the US gave a statement, declaring China’s territorial claims as unlawful and 
rejecting the country’s claims of land and water beyond 12 miles from the country’s shores. The 
Chinese foreign military’s response has been to criticize the US for creating trouble.   
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18 “Territorial Disputes in the South China Sea | Global Conflict Tracker,” Council on Foreign Relations (Council on 
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